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On the 28th September, 1920, a federal decree was
passed authorising the levy of a new extraordinary war tax.
The decree enters into force on the 1st January, 1921.
This decree covers a period of four years, and the tax
will accordingly he levied in four instalments, the first
of which becomes payable in 1921; of the proceeds of this
tax the cantons are to receive one-fifth, the balance being
reserved for the Federal Government.

The cost of living is still very high in Switzerland.
Though index numbers are in general on a declining scale,
those calculated by the Union of Swiss Co-operative Socie-
ties referring to the prices of food have moved again to-
wards the highest point, which was reached at the begin-
ning of June, 1919, and which then amounted to 2360.80
Francs, compared with only 944.96 Francs at the beginning
of June, 1914; in other words: the increase from June,
1914, to June, 1919, was no less than 149.80o/o. At the
beginning of September last the index number amounted
to 2303.21 Francs, which, compared with the figure per
June, 1914, taken on the basis of lOOo/o, represents an in-
crease of 143.70o/o.

* The most recent news from Switzerland states that the
negotiations regarding the amalgamation of Leu & Co.'s
Bank and the Swiss Banking Association have been aban-
doned by the board of the former, as there was a distinct
opposition to the scheme on the part of the shareholders
and customers of Leu & Co.

REPORT ON SWISS COMMERCE AND
INDUSTRY IN 1919.
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The Report on Swiss commerce and industry, which
is published every year by the Directors of the " Swiss
Association of Commerce and Industry," has just appeared
for the year 1919. The systematic arrangement of the
contents of this volume of 500 pages makes it a handy
book of reference. The detailed reports on the various
forms of economic activity in Switzerland, together with
the full statistics given, provide a rich field of informa-
tion for all those interested in the commercial and in-
dustrial situation of the country in 1919. The foreign
student especially will be able to perceive how closely
Switzerland is bound up with the world-wide economic
conditions, and to what an extent certain international
economic factors which predominated during the first year
after the war have affected Swiss commerce and industry.

In order to maintain continuity in the successive re-
ports and thus to render a comparative study of them easy,
the same plan of arrangement of the contents has been
adhered to as in the previous publications. Thus the
Report for 1919 opens with a general statistical survey,
brought up to date, which provides in condensed form a

number of statistical data concerning the economic life
of Switzerland: population, resources, factories, banks, in-
surance, commercial and industrial companies, traffic, public
finance, to mention but a few headings.

This general survey is followed by the Report itself,
which consists of nearly forty chapters on the various
branches of Swiss commerce and industry. It also includes
chapters on banking, the money market, insurance com-
panies, information services for the marketing of Swiss

goods, etc. Without giving the list of these chapters in
full, their large number alone gives a good idea of the
great variety of economic activity in Switzerland. As in
former years they also give a detailed account of com-

mercial relations of Switzerland with other countries, each
branch of industry giving, in the chapter devoted to it,
official statistics of imports and exports.

The articles on the various industries and branches
of commerce are also illustrated by figures on production,
prices, wages, etc., for 191.9, and for the last few years
as well as for the years preceding the war, so that the
fluctuations can be followed for the whole period.

The Report on Swiss Commerce and Industry for 1919

can be obtained from the Secretariat of the " Union Suisse
du Commerce et de l'Industrie," Zürich, Switzerland, by
applying to the Commercial Intelligence Department of
the Swiss Legation, 32, Queen Anne Street, London, W.l.

LA COMMUNE, SOURCE DE LA DEMOCRATIE
SUISSE.

Monsieur Paul Seippel, dans une critique d'un nouveau
livre français sur la " Suisse, Une Démocratie historique "
(par M. D. C. Picavet, professeur adjoint à l'Université
de Toulouse) a dédié une page fort belle à cette cellule
de notre démocratie: la commune (Journal de Genève le
6 décembre 1920) :

" Le large courant de notre vie publique est alimenté
par une foule de petites sources jàillaissant dans chaque
commune. M. Albert Thomas l'a fort bien dit dans les

pages charmantes qu'il a consacrées au village vaudois de
Burtigny.

Au village, dit-il, il y a de la démocratie, il y a de

l'organisation. Il y a des enfants qui chaque jour jouissent
d'une instruction qui, chaque jour, s'étend, se complète,
se perfectionne rationellement. Il y a une organisation
militaire qu'il suffira d'alléger peu à peu, pour aboutir,
dans l'ordre, au régime du désarmement. Il y a sans
heurte, sans grande querelle, une administration régulière
des choses par les citoyens eux-mêmes

C'est à la commune dont ils sont bourgeois que nos
hommes d'Etat les plus éminents ont fait leur apprentis-
sage: le président Motta à Airolo, M. Gustave Ador dans
un vieux village genevois. Ce dernier a commencé par
être conseiller municipal, puis maire de Cologny, pour
devenir, ensuite, membre du Grand Conseil et conseiller
d'Etat à Genève, conseiller national à Berne, conseiller
fédéral, et enfin président de la Confédération. Si l'on
questionnait M. Ador, il ne nierait sans doute pas que
les premières expériences de la vie publique qu'il fit jadis
à Cologny ne lui ont pas été inutiles pour présider la
Conférence de Bruxelles et traiter les grandes affaires
internationales.

On n'a pas idée de l'intérêt passionné avec lequel le
plus modeste bourgeois d'un de nos villages suit les
questions d'édilité. Voyez donc, dans les tableaux d'Anker
ou de Bury, les fortes têtes d'une commune bernoise dis-
cutant dans la salle d'auberge autour d'un litre de Waadt-
laender. Non, Lloycl George, Clémenceau, Wilson et
Orlando, enfermés entre quatre murs pour tenter de

régler le sort du monde (ils n'y ont guère réussi), ne
dépensaient pas plus de diplomatie que ces payans suisses
occupés à discuter l'achat d'une pompe à incendie.

Voilà précisément ce qui constitue la vraie démocratie.
Quand la cellule est active, tout l'organisme est fort. Un
pays où la commune, largement autonome, est bien admi-
nistrée, n'a rien à craindre du péril révolutionnaire. Les
écervélés des villes peuvent troubler l'ordre pour quelques
jours. L'ordre se rétablira de lui-même. On ne pourrait
pas le détruire en attaquant le centre. Il est partout,
jusqu'aux extrémités. La commune suisse exclut et excluera
à tout jamais le communisme."
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