
Zeitschrift: Schweizer Kunst = Art suisse = Arte svizzera = Swiss art

Herausgeber: Visarte Schweiz

Band: - (2007-2008)

Heft: 2-1: Künstlernachlässe = Successions d'artistes = Artists' archival
estates

Artikel: Forum für Nachlässe von Künstlerinnen und Künstlern Hamburg

Autor: Jain, Gora

DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-626723

Nutzungsbedingungen
Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich für deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veröffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanälen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation
L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En règle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
qu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use
The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 10.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zürich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch

https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-626723
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en


FORUM FUR NRCHLRSSe
von KiinsTLeninnen unn
KünsTLenn Hamburg

90

Dr. Goro Ja/n In August 2003, the Forum für

Nachlässe von Künstlerinnen und Künstlern e.V.

(Forum for Artists' Estates) was founded in Flamburg

(Germany) following a two-year preparatory phase.

Presently operating out of the Künstlerhaus Sootbörn,

the non-profit association is concerned with the

professional care, documentation and preservation of

artists' estates and aims to provide artists and their

works with a forum for making their works accessible

to the public.

It is difficult to get a handle on the number of estates in

private hands and only rarely are the storage condi-

tions for these artworks adequate from a conservation

perspective. Many important estates are in poor

condition and work complexes are often split up and

scattered to the four winds, which makes accessibility

difficult if not impossible.

The idea of setting up the forum brought together

scholars, museum staff, curators and artists to tap

into their experiences with estate research and

appraisal, museums, exhibitions and archives as well

as their own estate holdings. A volunteer executive

board was formed and the forum has now grown to

include over sixty members.

Such funding will make it possible to pursue such

measures as the creation of a salaried position and the

expansion of the storage facilities in the medium term.

As the main goals of the forum's work, the mainte-

nance of a core collection of holdings and the review

and documentation of estates help establish a

representative overview of the work of individual

artists. This provides a basis that can be used for sub-

sequent investigations by students, scholars and

authors. The forum makes estate holdings available to

museums, galleries and curators, which promotes

exchange, generates project-based cooperation and

facilitates extensive networking with other insti-

tutes. The project is unique in the way it unites the

different fields of activity - museums, archives,

exhibition halls and research centers - with such

complexity and institutional professionalism. Despite

the regional constraints of the association's activities,

interest in the forum's activities extends beyond

national boundaries. Operating as a pilot project, the

forum is working to formulate the institutional

requirements needed to achieve a professional

approach to artists' estates. In the role of cooperation

partner, this know-how can be shared with similar

initiatives in other regions.

Financing for the project comes from member

contributions, donations or project-related grants from

companies, banks or private individuals. To guarantee

the forum's long-term existence, it will be necessary to

secure an annual budget for the work at hand, which

goes far beyond the available volunteer capacities.
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