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Marika Ceschia is a postdoctoral fellow at the Institute of Advanced
Studies in the Humanities at the University of Edinburgh, where she is

working on a new project on the maternal erasures that informed a colonial

relation towards the Earth. She holds a PhD in English literature from
the University of Leeds, and her research focuses on the interconnections

between twentieth-century American literature and motherhood. Her first
academic monograph, Otherworldly Mothering, which examines African
American women's writing of the 1970s and 1980s, was published by
Louisiana State University Press in 2024.

Mattia Ferraro is a doctoral researcher at the University of Neuchâtel,

currently working towards his PhD under the supervision of Professor

Patrick Vincent. His research focuses on representations of Switzerland
and the Swiss in twentieth-century American literature and film. Prior to

joining the English Studies Department at Neuchâtel, Mattia obtained a

Joint Master's Degree in English and American Studies from the Ca' Fo-

scari University of Venice and the University of Graz. His research

interests include Anglo-Swiss relations; twentieth-century American literature

and film; travel literature; cultural exchanges between Europe and

America; literary data mining.

Lee A. Flamand is Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter (Post-Doctoral
Research Associate) in American Studies at Ruhr University Bochum. He

holds degrees from the University of California, Berkeley and Freie
Universität Berlin and is the author of American Mass Incarceration and
Post-Network Quality Television: Captivating Aspirations (Amsterdam

University Press, 2022).
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Beatrice Melodia Festa is Adjunct Professor of American Literature and

English Language at the University of Verona. Her main research interests

are the intersection between American literature and the new media, a
stf-

topic she analysed in her monograph The Evolution of Virtual Identity in
American Literature (Ombre Corte, 2022). Her fields of research also

I

include William Faulkner to whom she dedicated the book William
(/>

Faulkner sul grande schermo (La Bottega Editoriale, 2023), cyberfiction,
Afrofuturism, and intertextuality in American literature and cinema. She

has published on Faulkner, Wharton, cyberfiction and Afrofuturism. She
o

is a member of the editorial board of Iperstoria: Journal ofAmerican and

English Studies.
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Mehdi Ghasemi is an Adjunct Professor in the Department of English at
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the University of Turku, Finland. He is also a fiction writer, writing his

books in the hybrid genre of "noveramatry" (a combination of novel,
drama and poetry). He has already published six scholarly books, five
fiction books, one literary anthology, and more than thirty scholarly

papers in peer-reviewed, high-quality journals, including Orbis Litterarum,
Mosaic: A Journalfor the Interdisciplinary Study ofLiterature, Journal of
Black Studies, Journal ofLiterary Studies, European Journal ofAmerican

Studies, Journal ofDramatic Theory and Criticism, SAGE Open, Immigrants

and Minorities, The CEA Critic, Literary Geographies, The Polar
Journal, Journal of Literature and Trauma Studies, and Contemporary
Aesthetics.

Yifei Jing is currently completing his doctoral studies in the Department
of English at Peking University. With broader interests in global Indigenous

writing, he has focused on Native North American literatures since

his earlier MA project on Louise Erdrich. He publishes in English and

Chinese and is also a literary translator between the two languages. This

paper, prepared during his academic visit at the University of York, forms

part of his doctoral dissertation, which develops Gerald Vizenor's neologism

"transmotion" as a Native literary discourse and offers new readings

of his writings through this framework.
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Judit Agnes Kâdâr is the Director of International Relations and Associate

Professor at the Sports University of Budapest and the University of
Pannonia, Veszprém. She has taught US and Canadian culture studies for
three decades, including terms in the US (GCSU, UNM). She has

published Critical Perspectives on English-Canadian Literature (1996), Go-
I

ing Indian: Cultural Appropriation in Recent North American Literature
(/>

(2012) and Ethnic Positioning in Southwestern Mixed Heritage Writing
(Lexington, 2022) and also contributed to The Routledge Companion to

Native American Literature (2016). She serves as an active Fulbright
o

alumna and organizer of the 44th American Indian Workshop.
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Niki Grigoria Karamanidou is an independent researcher and an EFL
teacher focused on literature-based education. She has received a Bachelor's

degree in English Language and Literature and a Master's degree in

English and American studies, both from the Aristotle University of Thes-

saloniki. Her current research touches upon selected works of Native
American literature in relation to issues of identity, space, dislocation,
cultural rejuvenation and transcultural negotiations. She is interested in
ecocritical readings of Native American/Native Canadian fiction, explorations

of slow and epistemic violence as well as on restorative cultural

practices and sustained communal resistance to these types of violence.
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Francesca de Lucia holds a master's degree from the University of
Geneva, Switzerland, and a PhD in American literature from the

University of Oxford, UK. She was an associate professor at Zhejiang Normal

University, Jinhua, China, and has also taught at Minzu University of
China, Beijing. She currently teaches English and Italian in the Swiss

education system. She is the author of Italian American Cultural Fictions:
From Diaspora to Globalization (Peter Lang, 2017) and of articles on
different aspects of ethnicity and American identity in literature, with a

particular focus on Italian American, Chinese American and Jewish

American literature. Her articles include "Founding Chinese America in
Louis Chu's Eat a Bowl of Tea" (2017), "Ethnic Investigations of the

American Crime Scene: Comparing Domenic Stansberry and George
Pelecanos" (2022) and "Talk-Story and Storytelling between China and

America in Maxine Hong Kingston's Family Memoirs" (2023).
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Deborah Madsen is Professor of American Literature and Culture at the

University of Geneva, Switzerland. She began her academic life with a

specialism in literary allegory, which has led to a research career largely
devoted to the ways in which different forms of rhetorical expression
respond to social and cultural crises: American Exceptionalism, Feminism
and Ecofeminism, race-based immigration, and US settler colonialism in
relation to Critical Indigenous Studies. She currently works on two
projects: the analysis of Indigenous video games as digital environmental

narratives; and she is Principal Investigator of the project funded by the

Swiss National Science Foundation entitled "Vegan Literary Studies: An
American Textual History, c. 1776-1900." Most of her publications are

available in full-text from UNIGE's Open Access digital repository
(archive-ouverte .unige.ch).
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Viola Marchi is a postdoctoral researcher in Literary Theory at the

University of Bern, Switzerland. She studied English and Italian Literature in
Pisa and Bern and received her PhD in English from the University of
Bern. She has published on theories of community and the common and

she is the co-editor of Throwing the Moral Dice: Ethics and the Problem
-7 —

of Contingency, published in 2021 by Fordham University Press. Her
current project, tentatively called Phantasmagorical Interventions, investigates

the politics and aesthetics of media configurations of bodies and im-
X —

ages in African American literature and visual culture.

E
Diana Martsynkovska completed her first Masters degree in Philology,
Theory and History of Literature and Comparative Studies in Kyiv Mo-
hyla Academy, Ukraine. Currently she is pursuing her MA degree in
American Studies at Humboldt University of Berlin and working at the

International Department of the university. Her main research interests are

speculative fiction, ecocriticism, feminism, post- and transhumanism, and

intersectionality.
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