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Notes on Contributors

BRYAN BANKER is a lecturer at the Hochschule Fresenius University
of Applied Sciences in Munich, where he teaches interculturality, diver-
sity, language, and ethics. In early 2019, he defended his PhD, titled
Black Hegelians: Dialectical Philosophy in the Aesthetics of W. E. B. Du Bois,
C. L. R. James, Paul Robeson, and Langston Hughes, in the department of
American literature at Ludwig-Maximilian-Universitait (LMU) in Mu-
nich. In the fall of 2019, he will conduct a seminar in comparative litera-
ture at LMU titled “Reading Europe from the Periphery.”

JAMES DORSON is Assistant Professor at the John F. Kennedy Insti-
tute for North American Studies, Freie Universitit Berlin. His first book
is titled Cowunternarrative Possibilities: Virgin Land, Homeland, and Cormac
McCarthy’s Westerns (Campus, 2016). He is also the coeditor of Fictions of
Management: Efficiency and Control in American Literature and Culture (Winter,
2019) and of two special journal issues: “Data Fiction: Naturalism, Nar-
ratives, and Numbers” (Studies in American Naturalism, 2017) and “Cot-
mac McCarthy Between Worlds” (European Journal of American Studies,
2017). His current book project is on competing forms of economic
organization in American literary naturalism at the turn of the twentieth
century.

COURTNEY JACOBS is PhD candidate and Nancy L. Mergler Fellow
at the University of Oklahoma. Her current research project focuses on
affective and cognitive approaches to reading “the home” in American
women’s literature.

AUDREY LOETSCHER, a graduate of the University of Lausanne, has
been pursuing a PhD in American Studies in this institution since Feb-
ruary 2016. Thanks to a diversified curriculum, she has developed an
interdisciplinary profile and her interests lie at the crossroads of disci-
plines ranging from the environmental humanities to cultural history,
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continental philosophy, and political economy. Her dissertation ad-
dresses the cultural causes of unsustainability in the United States, and
more specifically the relationship between dominant narratives underly-
ing national identity and the unsustainable environmental discourse and
practices that have accompanied the country’s economic and cultural
development.

SIXTA QUASSDORF studied English, general linguistics and philoso-
phy at the University of Basel, and holds a PhD in English linguistics.
She has published several articles on phraseology and quotation studies,
as well as a monograph titled “A /fittle more than kin”: Quotations as a Lin-
guistic Phenomenon, A Study Based on Quotations from Shakespeare’s Hamlet
(2016). Since then, she has leaned further towards literary and cultural
studies. Her current research project — which she is pursuing as a post-
doctoral assistant at the University of St Gallen — focuses on the repre-
sentation of work in contemporary American fiction since the 1970s.

J. JESSE RAMIREZ (PhD, American Studies, Yale University) is Assis-
tant Professor of American Studies and co-coordinator of the “Tech-
nologies” area of concentration in the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences at the University of St Gallen.

RONALD SCHLEIFER is George Lynn Cross Research Professor of
English and Adjunct Professor in Medicine at the University of Okla-
homa. His most recent books are A Political Economy of Modernism: Litera-
tnre, Post-Classical Economics, and the Lower Middle-Class (Cambridge Uni-
versity Press 2018) and, with Jerry Vannatta, MD, Literature and Medicine:
A Practical and Pedagogical Guide (Palgrave 2019).

OLGA THIERBACH-MCLEAN is an independent researcher, author,
and literary translator. After studying North American literature, Russian
literature, and musicology at the University of Hamburg (UHH)and UC
Berkeley, she earned her doctorate in American Studies at UHH. She is
the author of various articles on US political culture, as well as the book
Emersonian Nation, which traces the resonance of Emersonian individual-
ism in current US discourses on personal rights, identity politics, and
social reform. Her main research interests are in the intellectual history
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of liberalism, American Transcendentalism, and dystopian fiction. Cur-
rently, her projects are focused on the significance of race in the cyber-
punk genre as well as on interpretations of traditional individualist ten-
ets in contemporary US cinema.
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