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This volume contains a selection of papers from the conference
on Mediality / Intermediality held at the University of Zurich in
May 2007. The essays explore a wide diversity of medial pheno-
mena ranging from Shakespearean drama to contemporary
literature, and from the motif of the Arthurian Round Table to the
treatment of a metafictional novel in cartoon form. The core
issues discussed include theory and methodology, the practical
value of mediality for literary studies, the relationship between
the written text and visual representation, and the role of perfor-
mance and performativity. Collectively, the essays constitute a
comprehensive investigation of some of the most pressing
concerns in the study of mediality and intermediality.
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This volume sets out to bridge the gap between medieval and
early modern literary studies. It contains a selection of essays
by both distinguished experts and young scholars in either
field, and marks the foundation of the Swiss Association of
Medieval and Early Modern English Studies. The contribu-
tions address the crucial issue of how texts engage with other
texts. They do so in a variety of ways, focusing on pretexts,
paratexts, and marginalia. What emerges is an insight into
the way texts shape identity — be it that of the author, the
readership, or the texts themselves.
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