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Notes on Contributors

ROBERT CHODAT has degrees from McGill University in Montreal and is
now finishing his Ph.D. at Stanford. His dissertation, titled “Making the
Manifest Image: Ideas of Agency in Twentieth-Century American Litera-
ture,” examines ideas of meaningful action configured in the post-analytic
philosophy of Davidson, Rorty and others, and the 20th-century American
prose of Stein, DeLillo, Bellow and Ellison. He has also published articles
on Bellow and on the ethical dimensions of fiction and theory. His next
research project concerns the place of moral perfectionism in 20th-century
American literature.

MICK GIDLEY is Professor of American Literature at the University of
Leeds. He has published several books on American Indian themes and arti-
cles on varied literary and cultural topics. His photographic publications
include Kopet: A Documentary Narrative of Chief Joseph’s Last Years
(1981), American Photography (1983), co-ed. American Photographs in
Europe (1994) and Edward S. Curtis and the North American Indian, Incor-
porated (1998). He is currently working on studies of Emil Otto Hoppe and
Richard Avedon.

PETER ‘HALTER is Professor of American Literature at the University of

Lausanne. Among his publications are a study on Katherine Mansfield and
~ the short story as well as a number of essays, ranging from Shakespeare to
various aspects of Modernism. His latest book publication is The Revolution
in the Visual Arts and the Poetry of William Carlos Williams (Cambridge
UP, 1994). At present he is at work on a series of articles on literature and

photography.

MARTIN HEUSSER holds the Chair for Literatures in English of the 19th and
20th centuries at the University of Zurich. While his long-term research
interests are in word & image studies, he has published on numerous sub-
jects from the 17th to the 20th centuries (from Robert Burton to E. E. Cum-
mings) and from repetition in Hardy’s novels to the de-Disneyfication of
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America. He is currently working on a series of articles on American art and
literature with a focus on issues of national and personal identity.

CLARA JUNCKER (Ph.D Tulane 1986) is Associate Professor of American
Literature at the University of Southern Denmark, where she has directed the
Center for American Studies. She has previously taught at the University of
Aarhus, Tulane University, UCLA and the Copenhagen Business School, and
was in 1993-94 a Visiting Scholar at UC Santa Barbara. She is past President
of the Nordic Association for American Studies. She has published widely
on both sides of the Atlantic within the fields of 19th- and 20th-century
American Literature, African American Studies, Women’s Studies, Southern
Studies, Composition and Literary Theory, most recently Through Random
Doors We Wandered: Women Writing the South (2002).

CHRISTINA LIUNGBERG teaches English literature at the University of
Zurich. She is the author of To Join, to Fit and to Make: The Creative Craft
of Margaret Atwood’s Fiction and has co-edited (with Winfried Néth) a
special issue of Semiotica on “The Crisis of Representation.” She has pub-
lished several articles on the use of various visual media such as maps and
photographs in postmodern and postcolonial fiction. She is curently pre-
paring a collection of essays on the interrelations between verbal and visual
media and a book project on maps in fiction.

DEBORAH L. MADSEN holds the Chair of American Literature at the Uni-
versity of Geneva. Her books include The Postmodernist Allegories of Tho-
mas Pynchon (1991), Rereading Allegory: A Narrative Approach to Genre
(1994), Postmodernism, A Bibliography, 1926-1994 (1995), Allegory in
America: From Puritanism to Postmodernism (1996), American Exception-
alism (1998), Feminist Theory and Literary Practice (2000), Understanding
Contemporary Chicana Literature (2000), Maxine Hong Kingston (2001)
and Chinese American Literature (2002). She edited Visions of America
Since 1492 (1994) and Beyond the Commonwealth: Expanding the Post-
colonial Canon (1999). Her current research focuses upon exceptionalism,
authenticity and the multi-ethnic literatures of the United States.

BEVERLY MAEDER teaches American literature at the University of
Lausanne. Among her publications are comparative work on modernist fic-
tion and a number of articles on Wallace Stevens. Her recent research cen-
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ters on modernist and contemporary poetry. She is author of Wallace Stev-
ens’ Experimental Poetry: The Lion in the Lute (St. Martin’s, 1999).

MARGUERITE MORITZ is Professor in the School of Journalism and Mass
Communication at the University of Colorado at Boulder. She studies issues
of media representation, particularly on American television. Her recent
work looks at the coverage of high visibility, traumatic stories such as the
high school shootings at Columbine. Her documentary, Covering Colum-
bine, has been screened widely in the US and her research will be part of the
forthcoming book, Image Ethics in the Digital Age. She has also written
extensively on issues of gays and media. Her doctorate is from Northwestern
University,

ROBERT REHDER is the author of Wordsworth and the Beginnings of Mod-
ern Poetry, The Poetry of Wallace Stevens, The Compromises Will Be Dif-
ferent (poems), ed. A Narrative of the Life of Mrs Charlotte Charke (1755),
The Motive for Metaphor: Stevens, Williams and Crane (forthcoming), ed.
From Rousseau to Wordsworth, co-ed. Imprints and Revisions: The Making
of the Literary Text 1759-1818.

FRANCOIS SPECQ teaches at the Université Lumiére-Lyon 2. He has written
a doctoral dissertation on the latter years of Thoreau’s Journal and published
articles on Thoreau, Melville and Emerson. His translation of Thoreau’s The
Maine Woods is forthcoming from Editions Rue d’Ulm, Paris.

BORIS VEJDOVSKY teaches the literatures of the Americas and American
culture at the University of Lausanne. He has published articles on Cotton
Mather, Herman Melville, Wallace Stevens, Claude McKay and others, as
well as on cultural and critical theory. He is co-editor of a volume titled
Body Politics (Lausanne, 2001). His current work includes an edition project
on multiculturalism considered from a transatlantic perspective, and a book
project on representations of death in US culture. The essay contained in the
present volume is connected to the latter project.

PATRICK H. VINCENT is assistant-docteur in the Department of English at
the University of Fribourg. He received his Ph.D. from the University of
California, Davis in 2000. Currently he is writing a book on political repre-
sentations of Switzerland from 1760 to 1830 and preparing an annotated
edition of Helen Maria Willams’s A Tour in Switzerland (1798). He has
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published reviews and articles on women’s poetry and the poetess figure, on
Wordsworth and on Mary Shelley. His book, Elegiac Muses: Europe’s Ro-
mantic Poetess, 1820-1840, wili be published in 2004 by the University
Press of New England.
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