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Notes on contributors

INGER H. DALSGAARD is Assistant Professor of American Studies at the
Department of English, University of Aarhus, Denmark. A graduate of the
University of Aarhus, where she obtained a Cand. Mag. Degree in English
and Religious Studies, she has recently completed a doctoral thesis at King’s
College, University of London, entitled “The Fabrication of America: Myths
- of Technology in American Literature and Culture.” She has published arti-
cles and given scholarly papers on Herman Melville, Thomas Pynchon,
Mary Shelley’s Frarnkenstein and other topics. Her research interests include
technology and culture, Asian-American literature, Romanticism and Mod-
ernism.

FRITZ GYSIN is Professor of English and American Literature at the Uni-
versity of Berne, Switzerland. He has written two books, The Grotesque in
American Negro Fiction (1975) and Model as Motif in Tristram Shandy
(1983), and has published articles on Sterling Brown, Joseph Conrad, Leon
Forrest, Charles Johnson, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Langston Hughes, Nathan-
iel Mackey, George Schuyler, Jean Toomer, Mark Twain, John Edgar
‘Wideman, and Sherley Anne Williams. He is working on a book about
boundaries in African American Fiction. :

ELIZABETH KASPAR ALDRICH has taught English and American Stud-
ies at Yale University, The Claremont Graduate School, The City University
of New York, and most of the Swiss Universities. She has published numer-
ous articles in the area of American literature and culture and is currently at
work on a book about American hagiography, the lives of secular saints
from William Brewster to Marilyn Monroe. She has, in addition, done exten-
sive editing work with scientists in the fields of molecular biology and parti-
cle physics. '

DONALD E. PEASE is the Avalon Foundation Chair of the Humanities at -
Dartmouth College. A Graduate of The University of Chicago, Professor
Pease received the Dartmouth Distinguished Teaching Award in 1981. Over
the last fifteen years he has delivered close to one hundred lectures at profes-
sional conferences and in universities within the United States and abroad.
The author or editor of seven books, Pease’s Visionary Compacts: American
Renaissance Writing in Cultural Context received the Mark Ingraham prize
for the best book in the humanities in 1987. Pease has also been honored
with Guggenheim and NEH Fellowships and has directed two NEH Semi-
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nars for College Teachers. He is the General Editor for the book series New
Americanists at Duke University Press.

HENRI PETTER is Emeritus Professor of English and American Literature
at the University of Zurich, Switzerland. With a degree from this university
and his doctoral dissertation published (Eritharmon, 1957), he took up a
position at the Biel/Bienne grammar school, leaving after five years to spend
one year in Cambridge, MA. While pursuing the research that produced The
Early American Novel (1971), he was in charge of the newly-created “Lek-
torat fiir Amerikanistik” at the University of Berne. He returned to teach at
his alma mater and became a full professor in 1973. He has written essays
and articles on Shakespeare, Richardson, Dickens, Dickinson, Faulkner,
James, Lawrence, Steinbeck, Golding, Mailer, and Updike, and is still pa-
tiently curious about American culture and 18th century fiction.

AGNIESZKA M. SOLTYSIK teaches American Culture Studies at the Uni-
versity of Geneva, Switzerland. Her current research interests include the
Gothic, evolutionary psychology, and gender studies. She earned her Ph.D.
in English at the University of California, Irvine (“Reading for Genre: The
Gothic in Nineteenth-Century American Literature™).

BORIS VEIDOVSKY teaches the literatures and cultures of the Americas at
the University of Lausanne. He has published articles and given talks on
various aspects of American literature and critical theory. He has a book
forthcoming entitled Ideas of Order: Ethics and Topos in American Litera-
ture. His current research bears on the modes of resistance of so-called mi-
nority discourses in U.S. literature. |
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