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GEGENWART:
GESCHICHTE

Toni Ricciardi
Sandro Cattacin
Rémi Baudour

Mattmark, 30. August 1965
Die Katastrophe

Die Mattmark-Katastrophe im Jahr 1965
hat die jiingere Migrationsgeschichte der
Schweiz nachhaltig geprigt. Beim Ab-
bruch eines Teils einer Gletscherzunge,
der die Baracken der Baustelle des Matt-
mark-Staudamms unter sich begrub, star-
ben sechsundachtzig Minner und zwei
Frauen an ihrem Arbeitsplatz. Durch die
vielen verschiedenen Herkunftslinder
der Opfer erhielt das Ereignis eine in-
ternationale Dimension. In der Schweiz
und in Europa fithrte das Ungliick zu
einer Debatte {iber die humanitiren und
sozialen Begleiterscheinungen der Wirt-
schaftsmigration, insbesondere iiber die
Arbeitsbedingungen der Migrantinnen
und Migranten.
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Mit dieser ersten soziohistorischen Unter-
suchung zur Mattmark-Katastrophe wird
dem nahezu vergessenen Ereignis der ihm
zukommende zentrale Platz in der jiingsten
Geschichte der Schweiz eingerdumt.

Toni Ricciardi ist Migrationshistoriker und
hat sich auf die Geschichte der italieni-
schen Migration in der Schweiz und die
italienisch-schweizerischen Beziehungen in
diesem Bereich spezialisiert.

Sandro Cattacin ist Experte in migrations-
und sozialpolitischen Fragen.

Rémi Baudoui ist Politologe mit einer Ex-
pertise in der Analyse von Risiken.
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Toni Ricciardi
Sandro Callacin
Rémi Baudouy

Mattmark, 30 aout 1965
La catastrophe

La catastrophe de Mattmark de 1965 a
durablement marqué [lhistoire migra-
toire récente de la Suisse. Suite a la chute
d’une langue de glacier sur les baraques
du chantier de la digue de Mattmark,
88 personnes meurent sur leur lieu de
travail. Par la diversité d’origine des vic-
times, cet événement de portée nationale
acquiert une dimension internationale. Il
suscite en Suisse et en Europe un débat
sur les conditions humaines et sociales
des migrations économiques et sur les
conditions d’exercice professionnel des
migrants.

En réalisant cette premiére étude socio-
historique sur la catastrophe de Matt-
mark, les auteurs redonnent a cet éveéne-
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ment presque oublié la place centrale qu’
mérite dans lhistoire de la Suisse conterr
poraine.

Toni Ricciardi est historien de la migra-
tion et, plus précisément, spécialisé dans
Ihistoire de la migration italienne en
Suisse et des relations migratoires entre
I'Italie et la Suisse.

Sandro Cattacin est spécialiste de I'his-
toire migratoire et des politiques sociales
suisses.

Rémi Baudoui est politologue et notam-
ment spécialisé sur 'analyse de la gestion
des risques.



Preparation and Submission of Manuscripts

* The Journal neither favors nor excludes any research orientation. Manuscripts may be submitted
in German, French or English. Articles are considered on their merits and in relation to the overall
suitability of the journal. All manuscripts are subject to review by the editorial committee and by
independent experts, whose names are not disclosed.

* Contributions should be accompanied by a statement that they have not already been published,
and that they will not be submitted for publication elsewhere without the agreement of the Edi-
tor-in-Chief.

* Manuscripts submitted for publication should include a cover page (full name of all authors, insti-
tutional affiliations, as well as the full mailing address and e-mail address of the corresponding
author). The authors should not be identifiable in the body of the manuscript.

* It is understood that manuscripts accepted for publication are subject to editorial revision.

* Articles should not exceed 50000 characters or 8000 words. They should be accompanied by an
abstract of approximately 650 characters or 100 words, and by five keywords.

¢ Further guidelines about the preparation of manuscripts (layout for titles, notes, tables and figures,
quotation marks, reproduction of copyright material, etc.) have to be consulted on our website
(www.sgs-sss.ch/sociojournal). The guidelines are related to the manuscript’s language (German,
French or English).

Manuscripts should be addressed by e-mail to the submission manager, socio.journal@unine.ch.

Book reviews should be addressed to dietmar.wetzel@soz.unibe.ch (German) or
socio.journal@unine.ch (French and English); see website for further indications.

Form of Citation for Manuscripts in English (Examples; See Website for Further Indications)

Citations within the text: ... Durkheim (1930, 23-38) ..., ... (Phelan et al. 1995) ...,
... (Roussel et al. 1975; Castiglioni and Dalla Zuanna 2008) ...,
... (OECD 2009a; OECD 2009b; OECD 2010) ...

Book: Offe, Claus. 20006. Strukturprobleme des kapitalistischen Staates: Aufsitze zur
politischen Soziologie. Frankfurt a.M.: Campus.
Chapter in Book: Hopflinger, Frangois, and Pasqualina Perrig-Chiello. 2008. Junges

Erwachsenenalter: Auszug aus dem Elternhaus und Familiengriindung.
Pp. 145-164 in Generationen — Strukturen und Beziehungen. Generationen-
bericht Schweiz, edited by Pasqualina Perrig-Chiello, Francois Hoflinger,
and Christian Suter. Zurich: Seismo Press.

Journal Article: Levy, René. 1991. Discours sur la différenciation structurelle ou différenciation
du discours sur les structures? Swiss Journal of Sociology, 17(3): 618—626.

Form of Citation for Manuscripts in French and German
See www.sgs-sss.ch/sociojournal.

Responsibility and Copyright

The responsibility for opinions expressed in signed articles rests solely with the authors. The Swiss Jour-
nal of Sociology and the Swiss Sociological Association owns the copyright for the published articles.
The publication rights in print, electronic and any other form and in any other language is reserved
by the Swiss Journal of Sociology and the Swiss Sociological Association.



Swiss Journal of Sociology

The Swiss Journal of Sociology was established in 1975 on the initiative of
the Swiss Sociological Association. It is published three times a year with
the support of the Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences.

The journal is a multilingual voice for analysis and research in sociology.
It publishes work on the theory, methods, practice, and history of the social
sciences in English, French, or German.

Although a central aim of the journal is to reflect the state of the dis-
cipline in Switzerland as well as current developments, articles and book
reviews will be accepted irrespective of the author’s nationality or whether
the submitted work focuses on this country.

The journal is understood as a representative medium and therefore open
to all research areas, to a plurality of schools and methodological approaches.
It neither favours nor excludes any research orientation but particularly
intends to promote communication between different perspectives. In
order to fulfil this aim, all submissions will be refereed anonymously by at
least two reviewers.

The Swiss Journal of Sociology is indexed by EBSCO.
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