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Current stratification research is shown to rely on a series of implicit assumptions of
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Swiss context. Applying Halleröd's "Proportional Deprivation Index", the perception of
the minimum acceptable standard of living and the actual standard of living, as well as

level, distribution and determinants of deprivation are investigated for Switzerland in
comparison to Germany and Spain. The empirical analysis is based on the recent
"European Welfare Survey" data (2000). The results indicate high consensus regarding
the perception of the minimum standards of living among the three countries. The risk
of deprivation is substantially lower in Switzerland than in Germany and Spain. In all
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This paper analyses the impact of openness to international trade on the income
distribution in Switzerland. In a first part, using aggregated data covering the period 1960

to 1996, one finds an examination of how the evolution of the income distribution has

been affected by the increasing openness of the Swiss economy, measured as the ratio of
the sum of imports and exports to the GDP. The results of this macroeconomic analysis

are then confronted, in the second part, to a microeconometric approach that is centered
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