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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
THREE DEBATES

In the present issue, we pursue three debates in parallel. First, the debate on
the history of sociology continues, with a paper by Stephen Turner (University
of South Florida at Tampa). Second, we publish a first reply to the paper by
Jean Remy (Vol. 22, N°l, March 1997) on transaction, by Gustavo Guizzardi
(Université di Padova). Third, we start a new debate on the role of sociologists
in relation to public controversies, in particular with regard to religious issues.

Recently, in a number of trials in Europe, involving most notably Scientology,
the courts have drawn on sociological expertise. In his paper, Bryan Wilson
(All Souls College, Oxford) defends the position that in his role as expert
witness, the sociologist can act as a "translator", thus allowing for a better
communication between different institutional contexts. These three debates
will continue in our journal.
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The main challenge faced by European social sciences at a time of
rapid societal transformations is undoubtedly that ofcombining critical
analytical thought with integrative pragmatic thinking, while also bridging

gaps between disciplines and sub-disciplines on a cross-national
basis. Related to this, there is a necessity to establish European fora
for exchanging views and research experience on interrelated topics of
interest to and significance for the social sciences. This objective is

successfully met by the international research journal Innovation: The

European Journal ofSocial Sciences, the official journal of the

European Association for the Advancement of Social Sciences and The

Interdisciplinary Centre for Comparative Research in the Social Sciences.

Innovation is published quarterly with regular thematic issues. Its
contents include peer-reviewed research, theoretical papers and
research notes. In addition to being one of the few general European
social science journals with a wide readership in both Western and
Eastern Europe, Innovation guarantees rapid publication of papers.
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