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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
"TWO NEW DEBATES

In this issue of our journal, we start two new theoretical debates. The first,
initiated by Monique Hirschhorn and Bernard Valade (both University of Paris
V — Sorbonne), poses the question of the place and role of the history of
sociology in our discipline. The second, initiated by Jean Remy (Catholic
University of Louvain), bears on the concept of transaction.

The Place of the History of Sociology

The role and place of the history of sociology in the training of French sociologists
has gone through three phases. In the first, the history of sociology was practiced
as a way to keep in touch with the thought of the founders of the discipline; in
the second, it was widely neglected; and in the third — which has only just
begun — it has regained its importance, and even become something of a fad,
partly as a result of editorial demand tied to the training of students.

A closer analysis of classical histories of sociology reveals that the definition
of sociology’s past cannot be considered separately from the contemporary
problems to which the sociological community is confronted and from the
struggles within it. Behind every history of sociology lies an intention, which
must be understood in order to explain the choices it makes and, perhaps more
importantly, the omissions it contains.

The Concept of Transaction

For the past four of five years, researchers interested in the notion of transaction
have been meeting in the framework of the International Association of French-
speaking Sociologists. The purpose of this group is to gradually build a
methodological paradigm around the notion of transaction, as Merton did for
functional analysis. The idea of transaction must be taken as a conceptual tool
for understanding the structuration of social practice in contexts of unsurpassably
opposed demands. It affords the possibility to articulate opposed poles, for
example individuation and socialisation, confidence and distrust, or the latent
and the manifest.
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