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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
FROM NATIONAL TO GLOBAL SOCIOLOGY

In the previous issue of this journal (Vol. 21, N° 3, November 1995), we published
elements of a discussion between Richard Miinch and Jeffrey Alexander on the
“national” character of sociological theory. In the presentissue, Donald N. Levine
(University of Chicago) and Bryan S. Turner (Deakin University, Australia) react
to this debate.

Levine’s contribution (reprinted with the permission of Kenneth Thompson,
Editor of the Theory Newsletter) reframes the debate in terms of competition
among different conceptions of rationality rather than among national traditions,
while Turner broadens the picture by shedding light on the political and intellectual
history of these antagonisms.

Both contributors agree that in a context of increasing globalisation, sociology
should free itself from national shackles. This debate will continue in our journal.
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