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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF DURKHEIM'S
«LES RÈGLES DE LA MÉTHODE SOCIOLOGIQUE»

On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of Dürkheim's Rules, the Italian
historian Massimo Borlandi who was gathering material for a book on Dürkheim,
les règles de la méthode et l'histoire (Paris, L'Harmattan, 1995), approached
Raymond Boudon among other French sociologists. Boudon agreed to be

interviewed and suggested our Swiss Journal ofSociology as the most appropriate
forum for publication, given its position at the crossroads of European cultures.
Both Borlandi and Boudon agreed to have questions and answers published in
English, so as to give them the widest possible audience.

We are grateful to Massimo Borlandi and Raymond Boudon for having
offered us this interview for publication, and we are glad to publish it since it is
of special importance. Some of Borlandi's questions are very provocative and
Boudon answers them with great openness. Various topics brought up here
have never been discussed with such candour so far.
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