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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY AND THE NATION-STATE

Last year, in a book edited by Birgitta Nedelmann and Piotr Sztompka under
the title Sociology in Europe: In Search of Identity (Berlin/New York: Walter
de Gruyter, 1994), Richard Münch published an essay on The Contribution of
German Social Theory to European Sociology. Jeffrey Alexander saw in this
article a challenge to "the universalist aspirations of social theory" and reacted
in a very polemic way in the Autumn 1994 issue of Theory, the newsletter of
the Research Committee on Social Theory of the International Sociological
Association. Richard Münch replied in kind in the following issue (Spring
1995). Cleared from its most polemic aspects, the whole discussion boils
down to one basic question: is the nation-state still a meaningful framework
for sociological theory? At the request of Jeffrey Alexander who wants to give
a wider audience to the debate and in agreement with Richard Münch, we
publish here both texts with the kind permission of Kenneth Thompson, Editor
of the Theory newsletter. This is going to become a continuing debate in our
journal, and other prominent sociologists are expected to get involved in the

coming issues.
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