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WORLD SOCIOLOGY:
A SPINOFF OF THE DEBATE
ON THE NEW THEORETICAL MOVEMENT

Is there a “new theoretical movement” in sociology and what are its effects?
This question was discussed by Jeffrey Alexander (University of California,
Los Angeles) in a previous issue of this journal'. Alain Touraine (E.H.E.S.S.,
Paris) was first to react®. Other reactions came from Helga Nowoty (University
of Vienna)?, Richard Miinch (University of Diisseldorf)* and Raymond Boudon
(University of Paris-Sorbonne)®. Later on, Jeffrey Alexander pursued this
theoretical discussion with “More Notes on the Problem of Agency” which
were a reply to all these replies®. In his own contribution to the debate, Richard
Miinch drew heavily on Hans Joas’ Die Kreativitdt des Handelns (1992). In
the following article, Joas reacts to Miinch's remarks.
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