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WILHELM MUSELER

KHERIGA AND KHERÉI IN CENTRAL LYCIA AND THE
XANTHOS VALLEY: THE RISE OF A MIGRANT DYNASTY

PLATES 10-12

1. Early dynastie coinages in the western part of Central Lycia

The extent and the duration of Kuprlli's rule over most of Lycia during the earlier
part of the 5th century bc is attested by the many coin issues in his name from
different mints and of different regional standards, but apparently it was far from
absolute and had hardly any enduring effect. There are numerous series in the
name of other dynasts, that were produced more or less during the same period,
sometimes possibly even alternating with the issues of Kuprlli,1 and several of
these dynasts simply continued with the striking of their own coinages after his
presumed death in the late forties.2 Kuprlli's reign rather gives the impression
of quite a complex system of fealty relations between various local rulers more
than a compact monarchic structure in the strict sense of the word. Therefore the
alleged «realm» fell quickly apart after the end of Kuprlli's regency and became
once again a multitude of unconnected smaller territories under the rule of
competing dynastic clans.

One of these territories was the area around the town of Phellos in the western
hills of Central Lycia. By the middle of the century it included the town of
Kandyba in the Kasaba Valley to the North, the harbour of Antiphellos at the
southern shore and the fort of Tymnessos above the mountain pass leading into
the Xanthos Valley to the West,3 while its extension to the East is not so easy to
define: It has almost certainly included Isinda but possibly reached no further
than the western foothills of theYavu Highlands.4 The members of its ruling clan,
who issued their own coins, Sppntaza und Teththiweibi, were apparently more or
less contemporaneous with the later part of Kuprlli's reign. Teththiweibi is also
recorded for his extensive building activities within the area by the inscription

1 This concerns mainly the coinages of the elder Wekhssere and Wakhssebllimi in the
West, the ones of Teththiweibi and Sppntaza in the Center and the early series of
Khinakha in the East of Lycia. See Museler 2018 and Müseler 2019a and b.

2 For the presumptive duration of Kuprlli's reign see M0rkholm - Zahle 1972, 75 sqq
and Keen 1998, 112 sqq

3 For the location of Tymnessos and the role of its mint see Zahle 1998 and Kolb 2018,
257 sqq.

4 The town of Isinda was apparently ruled by dynasts belonging to the clan of Phellos,
but whether Aperlai and the Yavu highlands still belonged to their sphere of influence
remains questionable: See below [10].
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on the eastern side of the Xanthos-Stele, which also mentions the title xntawati
(ßaotAevg) in the same context.5 The coinage in the name of both Sppntaza and
Teththiweibi is rather varied and adjusted to two different weight standards: The
coins from Phellos follow the norm in force east of the Kragos Mountains with
a stater of about 9,8 g, while there are issues from yet another mint, unnamed
but probably to be located at Kandyba, struck according to the lighter standard,
which was mainly used in the Xanthos Valley further to the west, with an average
weight of only 8,5 g to the stater, - thus underlining the importance of the region
as a bridge between Eastern and Western Lycia. Several of the motifs chosen
by Sppntaza and by Teththiweibi for their coins have remained just proper to
those two dynasts, but others have directly served as models for the Central
Lycian coinages of Kheriga and of Kherëi as their immediate successors and are
therefore of major importance for an understanding of the development of the
so-called «dynasty of Xanthos»:

Sppntaza:

Mint ofPhellos
1.1.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. / Tetraskeles in incuse
(Fig. 1) square; in field legend sppntaza. 9,90 g. Jameson Coll. 1584 SNG v.

Aulock 4163 Müseler V/25.

1.1.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend sppn. 3,14 g. Babelon II/2,
338; Müseler V/27.

1.1.3. Sixth stater (Diobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend sppn. 1,60 g. Babelon II/2,
340; Müseler -.

1.1.4. Twelfth stater (Obol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend sppn. 0,80g. Babelon II/2,
341; Müseler V/28.

1.2.1. Sixth stater (Diobol), Phellos. Bearded head of Heracles with lion skin 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend sppntaza. 1,37 g. Babelon
11/2, 342; Müseler -.

1.2.2. Twelfth stater (Obol), Phellos. Bearded head of Heracles with lion skin 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend sppntaza. 0,61 g. Babelon
II/2 -; Müseler V/29.

5 The syntactical connection between this title and the name of Teththiweibi is, however,
not entirely clear: See Schürr 2012, 133.
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Uncertain mint
1.3. Stater, uncertain mint. Cow r., suckling calf / Tetraskeles in incuse square;
(Fig. 2) in field legend sppntaza. 8,56 g. Babelon II/2, 336; Müseler V/30.

Teththiweibi:

Mint ofPhellos
2.1.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. / Tetraskeles in incuse
(Fig. 3) square; in field legend teththiweibi. 9,87 g. BMC Lycia 89; Müseler V/32.

2.1.2. Sixth stater (Diobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiwe. 1,50 g. Babelon
II/2, 331; Müseler V/34.

2.2.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r. / Tetraskeles in
incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 9,90 g. Babelon II/2, 332;
Müseler -.

2.2.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 2,99 g. Babelon
II/2, 333; Müseler

2.2.3. Twelfth stater (Obol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r. /
Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiw. 0,77 g. Babelon
II/2, 334; Müseler-,

2.3. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. / Owl standing 1.,

(Fig. 4) head facing, in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 9,65 g.
Robinson 1936, p. 194, 43 (BM).

2.4. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Bearded head of Heracles with lion
skin 1. / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 2,59

g. Müseler V/35.

Mint ofKandyba
2.5.1. Stater, Kandyba Forepart of boar 1. / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in

field legend teththiweibi. 8,14 g. Babelon II/2, 320; Müseler -.

2.5.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), Kandyba Forepart of boar 1. / Tetraskeles
in incuse square; in field legend tethiweibi (sic!). 2,52 g. Babelon II/2,
321; Müseler -.

2.6. Stater, Kandyba Forepart of boar 1. on round shield / Tetraskeles in
(Fig. 5) incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 8,40 g. Babelon II/2, 322;

Müseler V/41.
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2.7. Stater, Kandyba. Standing winged lion r. on round shield / Tetraskeles
(Fig. 6) in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 8,61 g. Babelon II/2,

325; Müseler V/42.

2.8.1 Stater, Kandyba. Crouching winged lion 1. on round shield / Tetraskeles
(Fig. 7) in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. SNG Cop. Suppl. 427;

Müseler

2.8.2. Sixth stater (Diobol), Kandyba. Crouching winged lion 1. on round
shield / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiw. 1,10 g.
Müseler V,43.

2.9. Stater, Kandyba(P). Seated griffon with raised paw 1. / Tetraskeles in
(Fig. 8) incuse square; in field legend [..Jeththibew (sic!) 8,29 g. BMC Lycia 87.

Uncertain mint (Kandyba?)
2.10.1. Stater, uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels facing each

(Fig. 9) other on round shield / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend
teththiweibi. 8,49 g. Auction Roma XVI, 2018, 309; Müseler V/38.

2.10.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing
cockerels facing each other on round shield / Tetraskeles in incuse

square; in field legend teththiweibi. 2,69 g. Auction Roma XIII, 2017,

344; Müseler -.

2.10.3. Sixth stater (Diobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Standing cockerel
r. / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 1,14 g.
Babelon II/2, 329; Müseler V/39.

2.10.4. Stater, uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels facing each

(Fig. 10) other on round shield, in the field monogram /k / Tetraskeles in incuse

square; in field legend teththiweibi. 8,41 g. Auction Roma XVI, 2018,
308; Müseler V/37.

2.10.5. Third stater (Tetrobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing
cockerels facing each other on round shield; in field monogram ^ /
Tetraskeles in incuse square, in field legend teththiwei. 2,50 g. Babelon
II/2, 328; Müseler -.

2.10.6. Sixth stater (Diobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Standing cockerel r.;
in field monogram / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend
teththiweibi. 1,15 g. Auction Hirsch 289, 2013, 412; Müseler-,

2.10.7. Twelfth stater (Obol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Standing cockerel r.;
in field monogram / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend
teththiw. 0,54 g Müseler V/40.
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2.11. Third stater (Tetrobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Facing head of
(Fig. 11) Silenus / Tetraskeles in incuse square; in field legend teththiweibi. 2,53 g.

Babelon II/2, 327; Müseler

Already in the first half of the 5th century bc Phellos had been an important regional
centre under the influence of the dynast Thibänuwa, who had struck coins in
his name also at Aperlai/Apollonia and at Zagaba.6 Kandyba, which was situated
further to the north, had apparently been a separate political unit under the rule
of the dynasts Tënegure and Tnnëmi.7 At Kandyba coins had also been struck for
Kuprlli,8 - possibly before the mint came under the control of Teththiweibi. But
no issue in the name of Kuprlli can safely be attributed to Phellos, which was the
principal mint of the heavier series in the name of Sppntaza and Teththiweibi.
Aperlai, on the other hand, had produced a number of issues for Kuprlli9 but
afterwards it had gradually lost its former position to nearby Zagaba on the Avsar
Tepesi, which already belonged to the sphere of dynasts from Eastern Lycia.10

In the beginning the Tetraskeles, the sun wheel with four arms instead of the
usual three, had been a hallmark of the coins in the name of Thibänuwa, which
were mainly struck at Aperlai.11 Coins made for the same dynast in Phellos have
a classical Triskeles, a sunwheel with only three arms, on the reverse, which is,
however, adorned with the heads of various animals; only occasionally these
issues show a somewhat stylized little Tetraskeles (-<}>-) as an additional symbol
below the ubiquitous Lycian boar on the obverse.12 Later, after the end of the
minting activities at Aperlai and during the time of Sppntaza and Teththiweibi,
the Tetraskeles ofThibänuwa was apparently adopted as an emblem of the Phellos
mint. Later it also got utilized on the main series of Kheriga struck at Phellos.

At the Central Lycian mint, that had started very early to strike coins adapted
to the light standard of the Xanthos Valley and which must probably have been
located at Kandyba,13 the dynast Tnnëmi had begun to place the emblem chosen
for the obverse of his coins, a griffin seated to the left, on a slightly elevated round
shield. This feature was subsequently copied by the different light weight series
in the name of Teththiweibi, showing either the forepart of a boar, a winged lion

6 For the numerous issues of Thibänuwa from a variety of mints see primarily Vismara
1996. However, the word Thibänuwa is not recognized as a personal name in this study
and the attributions of the different series are somewhat chaotic.

7 MUSELER 2016, IV/88-93.
8 See for example M0rkholm - Zahle 1972, nos. 133, 154-155 and 179a-184. See also

ibid. nos. 59—62, the issues with the horned lion-griffin, which may have come from
this place as well.

9 Müseler 2016, IV/1-3.
10 See Kolb - Tietz 2001. The greatest merit of this article consists in the identification

of Zagaba as the name of the large settlement on the Avsar Tepesi. But not all the
numerous coin series attributed by the two authors to its mint actually belong there.

11 Museler 2016,111/42-44. The two antithetic dolphins swimming above an eye shaped
object appear to be the emblem of that mint: Compare for example ibid. 111/48.

12 SNG Ashmolean 1167 and Müseler 2016,111/49.
13 See Müseler 2018.
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or two antithetic cockerels, that were presumably struck at the same place.14 The
crouching winged lion placed on a round shield has been employed likewise on
an issue in the name of Kuprlli.15 Later on also Kheriga made use of a similar
image, but here the winged lion has been transferred to the incuse square on the
reverse of the coins, where it appears together with an explicit mention of Kandyba
as the mint location, and the round shield has been omitted. Kherëi apparently
abandoned this motif and adopted instead the type with the two cockerels on a

round shield, but on his coins the Tetraskeles of Teththiweibi is replaced either by
a standing owl adopted from the heavier issues struck at Phellos or by a standing
eagle, apparently copied from another series of Kuprlli.16

However, the main series of Teththiweibi and Sppntaza from Phellos had an
even stronger influence on the coinages of Kheriga and Kherëi from the same
place: On one particular issue in the name of Teththiweibi with the head of the
unnamed female deity on the obverse17 the usual Tetraskeles had been replaced
with the image of an owl standing to the left side with the head turned to the
frontal position.18 This type was faithfully copied both by Kheriga and Kherëi
later on; besides Kheriga chose a combination of the Tetraskeles and this owl as

the reverse type of his principal coinage from Phellos.

But a comparatively small detail added on some of the coins in the name of
Teththiweibi would have the most enduring impact by far on the coinages of
subsequent rulers: This was the introduction of the linear symbol or monogram

as it appeared for the first time on Teththiweibi's issue with the two cockerels.

Origin and meaning of this sign remain still to be disclosed, but it was similarly
applied in quite a number of other coinages later on, not only for the series of
Kheriga and Kherëi but also for the issues of Ddenewele and of Erbbina from
various locations: It can therefore hardly be seen as an individual attribute, nor
can it be understood as the hallmark of a certain mint location. It appears rather
to be used as the emblem of an entire dynastic clan like for instance the diskeles

(o) employed with the same intent for the coinages of the two rulers named
Wekhssere. Already in 1898Jean-Paul Six had suggested a rather attractive (though

14 For reasons unknown the seated griffin in the name of Tehthiweibi, though otherwise
close to the one of Thnërni, has apparently not been placed on such a round shield
(cf. BMC 87 issue 2.9 above); the piece in Copenhagen (cf. SNG Cop. Suppl. 428) is

possibly not genuine.
15 Babelon II/2, 277 and SNG v. Aulock 8478.
16 M0RKHOI.M - Zahle 1972, no.34 (BM).
17 In the attempt to connect these female heads with a deity known to have been particularly

worshipped within Lycia Otto Mprkholm has pointed to the striking similarity of these
images with the representations of sphinxes on two limestone gables from the Xanthian
acropolis, that can be dated to the time of Kuprlli (cf. M0rkholm - Zahle 1976, 72).
This observation is confirmed by a recently discovered new stater in the name of Kuprlli
showing a seated sphinx with the same particular hairstyle (cf. Auction Obolos 13,
2019, 373). However, the deity is still not identified.

18 For the type of the owl and its probable dating to the forties of the 5th century bc see
Mattingly 1970.
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not entirely certain) solution for the interpretation of the symbol, which was later
adopted by Otto Mprkholm and Jan Zahle:19 Six thought that the sign ^ should
be read as a monogram of the Lycian letters for % and t, which would have been
placed on the coins as an abbreviation of the title xhtawati apparently borne by
Teththiweibi as well as his successors.20 It would indicate a pretension of legitimacy
to rule by all money issuers making use of that symbol and thereby claiming
their descent from the same dynasty. However, this would connect the so-called
«dynasty ofXanthos» directly with the clan ofTeththiweibi, a link not immediately
apparent from the genealogy of the brothers Kheriga and Kherëi given on the
Xanthos-Stele.21 It remains to be seen whether this presumed dynastic connection
can be substantiated by further evidence.

2. The initial coinages ofKheriga and, Kherëi from Central Lycia

Although Kheriga is considered to be one of the most prominent exponents of the
ruling dynasty of Xanthos his coinage issued at this place is much smaller than
the one from his mints in Central Lycia, whose production should be divided into
two different phases. Kherëi, on the other hand, had most of his coins struck at
various locations in the Xanthos Valley and at Telmessos, while only a few of his
series in his name were still made in Phellos and Kandyba. The following list only
contains the issues ofKheriga not related to his alleged campaign in the West, that
led to his conquest of Xanthos, together with the scarce Central Lycian coinage of
Kherëi, which was presumably all produced early in the latters career.22

Kheriga:

Mint ofPhellos
3.1.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1., flower behind; on
(Fig. 12) the neck letter %/Owl standing r., head facing, in incuse square; in field

small globe and legend x^riga. 9,75 g. Müseler V/44.

3.1.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with hair in sakkos 1. /
Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field legend xeriga-
3,13 g. SNGv. Aulock 4167.

19 Six 1898, 202 and note 22 as well as M0rkholm - Zahle 1976, 66.
20 In various Lycian inscriptions the title gntawati or the derivative term gntawata is also

is mentioned in connection with Arppakhu, the father of Kheriga (cf. TL 77.3. and
Neumann 1979, N 310.4) as well as with Kheriga himself (cf. TL 43.2). See also Schürr,
forthcoming. In the 4th century bc the term is also used for the rule of Mithrapata (cf.
Neumann 1979, N 315.2) and repeatedly for the one of Perikle (TL 67.2, 83.6., 132.2
and Neumann 1979, N 314a, 7). The sign ^ is just occasionally added to the coins of
Kheriga but very often to the ones of Kherëi and of Ddenewele.

21 TL 44 a 1-3 and 30-31.
22 See also Müseler 2018, 17 sqq
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3.1.3. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with hair in sakkos 1.,

flower behind / Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field
small globe and legend/eri. 3,21g. SNG Cop. Suppl. 446.

3.1.4. Sixth stater (Diobol), Phellos. Female head with hair in sakkos 1.,

flower behind / Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field
monogram and legend Xel"ig- 2,04 g. SNG Cop. 24.

3.2.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1., on the neck letter t /
(Fig. 13) Small owl standing r., head facing, in tetraskeles in incuse square; in

field legend /ertga wehnte. 9,51 g. SNG Cop Suppl. 440.

3.2.2. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1., on the neck letter t /
(Fig. 14) Small owl standing r., head facing, in tetraskeles in incuse square; in

field legend xeriga wehntezi. 9,71 g. Babelon II/2, 367.

3.2.3. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Small owl standing 1., head facing, in tetraskeles in incuse square; in
field legend xe,"iga wehnt. 2,66 g. Müseler V/45.

3.2.4. Twelfth stater (Obol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1. /
Small owl standing r., head facing, in tetraskeles in incuse square; in
field legend /er[...]. 0,84 g. Auction Jacob Hirsch XXV, 1909 (Philipsen
Coll.), 2578.

3.3.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r., on the neck letter
(Fig. 15) t23/ Small owl standing 1., head facin, in tetraskeles in incuse square, in

field linear symbol 2 and legend /eriga wehntezë (retrograde). 9,64 g.
Weber Coll. 7232 (BM).

3.3.2. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r.; in
field linear symbol y / Small owl standing r., head facing, in tetraskeles
in incuse square; in field linear symbol y. 3,08 g. Müseler V/46.

3.3.3. Twelfth stater (Obol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle r.; in
field linear symbol y / Small owl standing 1., head facing, in teraskeles
in incuse square; in field linear symbol y. 0,71 g. SNG Ashmolean 1162.

Uncertain mint
3.4. Stater, uncertain mint24. Horned lion-griffin walking 1. / Triskeles in
(Fig. 16) incuse square; in field in field legend /ariga (sic!). 9,62 g. Hunterian

Coll. II, p. 497,1.

23 The additional letter/on Winsemann Coll. 132 has been cut into the coin after the
original strike.

24 There is actually a die link between this coin of Kheriga and the stater of an issue in the
name of Kuprlli (cf. BMC Lycia 63) suggesting a direct passage from Kuprlli to Kheriga

64



KHERIGA AND KHERÊI IN CENTRAL LYCIA AND THE
XANTHOS VALLEY: THE RISE OF A MIGRANT DYNASTY

Kherëi:

Mint of Phellos
4.1.1. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1., flower behind /
(Fig. 17) Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field legend ^eréi

wehnt. 9,58 g. Müseler VI/1.

4.1.2. Stater, Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1., on the neck letter
(Fig. 18) x25 / Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field monogram

and legend ^erêi wehnt. 9,47 g. Winsemann Coll. 167.

4.1.3. Third stater (Tetrobol), Phellos. Female head with ornate hairstyle 1.,

flower behind / Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square; in field
monogram and legend xerei. 3,22 g. SNG v. Aulock 4170.

Uncertain mint (Kandyba?)
4.2.1. Stater, uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels facing each
(Fig. 19) other on round shield / Owl standing 1., head facing, in incuse square;

in field legend ^erei, 8,24 g. Müseler VI/2.

4.2.2. Sixth stater (Diobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cock¬
erels facing each other on round shield / Owl standing 1., head facing,
in incuse square; in field legend Xer- 1 >09 g. Müseler VI/3.

4.3.1. Stater, uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels facing each
(Fig. 20) other on round shield; in field monogram i^k / Eagle standing 1. in

incuse square; in field legend ^eret. 8,42 g. SNG Ashmolean 1184.

4.3.2 Sixth stater (Diobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels

facing each other on round shield; in field monogram ^k / Eagle standing
1. in incuse square; infield legend ^erêi. 1,05 g. Müseler VI/4.

4.3.3. Stater, uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing cockerels facing each
other on round shield; in field monogram Zk / Eagle standing 1. in
incuse square; in field monogram bk and legend ^erêt. 8,29 g. Auction
Nomos 18, 2019, 186.

at the respective mint, which can, however, not be precisely identified yet. Given the
heavy weight standard of the coins it must be located somewhere in Central Lycia. The
type of the horned lion-griffin is very similar to the one on the series of Tenegure from
Kandyba, but those coins are all of a different weight standard. Compare also SNG v.

Aulock 4135 (Kuprlli - heavy standard) and SNG Cop. Suppl. 439 (Tenegure - light
standard). On the other hand Khinakha adopted once again a similar motif on coins
of lighter weight struck in his name at Kandyba (cf. Winsemann Coll. 176). It cannot be
excluded that there was a temporary change ofweight standards at this particular mint.

25 The same obverse die has been used for the respective issue in the name of Kheriga
(3.1.1.).
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4.3.4. Third stater (Tetrobol), uncertain mint (Kandyba?). Two standing
cockerels facing each other on round shield; in field monogram ^ /
Eagle standing 1. in incuse square; in field monogram bk! and legend
Xerêi. 2,61 g. Babelon II/2, 359.

Both coinages are definitely derived from the previous issues of Teththiweibi.
From the numismatic point of view a direct line of succession from this ruler
to Kheriga and Kherëi is by no means less evident than their connection with
Kuprlli, even though there are yet no die links between the respective coinages
known as in the case of Kheriga and Kuprlli. Although such a decisive piece of
evidence for a direct connection to the coinage of Teththiweibi is still lacking,
the typological dependency of Kheriga's and Kherëi's Central Lycian series from
the models presented above is far too close and too multifaceted to be dismissed
as a mere assertive piece of political propaganda: It clearly points to a dynastic
link between those two agents and the clan traditionally ruling the area between
Phellos and Kandyba.

This actually matches the somewhat incomplete information about the genealogy
of Kherëi available from the Xanthos-Stele.2'1 The long Lycian inscription on
the south and east side of the stele informs us in two separate passages of the
fact that Kherëi and his brother Kheriga were the sons of a certain Arppakhu,
nephews of a certain Kheziga, and grandsons on the maternal side of Kuprlli;27
the grandfather from the paternal side, however, is not mentioned there. Diether
Schürr's assumption that this must have been identical to the elder bearer of the
name Erbbina, whose tomb is mentioned in line 25 of the southern side but who
is otherwise unknown, relies on a substantial reconstruction of missing words in
the respective passage and is not absolutly convincing.28 In fact Teththiweibi, who
is extensively referred to in a longer section of the text on the eastern side of the
stele,29 is a much more likely candidate for the position of the missing ancestor,
since this is not suggested by the numismatic evidence alone: Both Arppakhu and
Kheziga, within this model presumed descendants ofTeththiweibi, are mentioned
either as rulers or at least as agents of major political influence in inscriptions
from Phellos and from Isinda in Central Lycia; there the role of Arppakhu is
described with the word xntawata, a term derived from the title x^tawati, that
had apparently been held by Teththiweibi.3" That Teththiweibi is not mentioned
in the two passages dedicated to Kherëis lineage on the southern side of the

26 For this discussion connected also to the authorship of the long Lycian text on the
southern and eastern side of the Xantos Stele see in particular Childs 1979 and
Museler - Schürr 2018.

27 According to some scholars the word xahba (grandchild) used for example in TL44 a.
3 stands for a descent from the maternal line. See Neumann 2007,100 sq.

28 TL 44a. 25-26. For the reconstruction of the line see Schürr 2001,114 and Schürr
2008, 184.

29 TL 44 b, 40-64 and Schürr 2012, 130 sqq.
30 For Arppakhu and Kheriga as bearers of this title see above note 20. The syntactical

connection between Teththiweibi mentioned in TL 44b. 61 and the repeated
appearance of the term xntawati is, however, not entirely clear: See Schürr 2012, 133.
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Xanthos-Stele may simply be due to the fact that the text is mainly concerned with
the legitimacy of his rule in Xanthos. For this the blood relationship with Kuprlli,
whose monumental tomb was just nearby,31 was much more important than the
one with Teththiweibi. However, in Kheriga's original claim to power apparently
both his grandfathers, be it from the paternal or from the maternal side, had a

decisive part: In the poetical text on the western side of the Xanthos-Stele, which
is apparently dedicated to the memory of Kheriga, his legitimation through both
ancestors (without naming them) is clearly emphasized.32

It seems that Kheriga's and Kherëi's rule had its origin in Central Lycia in the
succession of Teththiweibi. From there Kheriga, probably the elder of the two
brothers, made his claim as the blood relative and heir of Kuprlli for sovereignty
over the lower Xanthos Valley from the clan of Wekhssere, the original successors
to Kuprllis regency in the West.33 In the course of the resulting conflict both sides

apparently appealed to Athens as the dominant power and leader of the large
naval confederation in the Aegean, whose sphere of influence even reached the
western shore of the Lycian peninsula, for support of their respective causes.34

However, with the emerging war in Greece by the end of the thirties of the 5th

century bc the Athenians had a lot of other and more important affairs to take
care of, and therefore Kheriga eventually prevailed by his own means.

3. Kheriga and the conquest ofXanthos

As demonstrated by various scholars elsewhere the elder of the two dynasts called
Wekhssere had probably been a contemporary of Kuprlli and had succeeded
the latter in the rule over the Xanthos Valley and Telmessos.35 Although the
legends on his coins never mention any place names several of the respective
mint locations can be deduced from the pictorial motifs chosen for the different
series. Some of the images employed followed certain issues in the name of his
predecessor, whose geographical provenance can be identified, while others were
later on adopted by subsequent rulers, who used to set the respective mint names
on their coins. On a number of series, that can thus be attributed to the mints
of Xanthos and of Tlos, Wekhssere had introduced a helmeted head of Athena,

31 See Keen 1992 and Schürr 2009, 170-173 and Draycott 2015.
32 TL 44d. 65-67 and Schürr 2019, 99.
33 See Müseler 2016, 53 sq. In most earlier studies on the coinage of Kheriga the fact

that the Xanthos Valley had apparently been occupied by the clan of the Wekhssere in
direct succession of Kuprlli and before the accession of Kheriga at Xanthos has widely
been disregarded. See also Müseler 2019b, 32 sqq.

34 For the relationship between the Lycians and the Athenian naval confederation before
the Peloponnesian war see Keen 1998, 118 sqq.

35 See Vismara 1989 and Müseler 2019a and b. Although no die-links have been
discovered yet, some very close typological connections between a number of light
weight issues of Kuprlli, and series of the elder Wekhssere and/or of Wakhsebllimi
are evident.
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