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Suzanne Frey-Kupper

Die antiken Fundmünzen vom Monte lato 1971-1990.
Ein Beitrag zur Geldgeschichte Westsiziliens.

Studia Ietina X.l-2, Editions du Zebre, Lausanne, 2013. XVI + 816 pp.
text including 80 tables and 120 hgures, plus 65 plates

with b/vv illustrations of coins taken from casts. ISSN 1422-8416,
ISBN 978-2-940351-16-9 (vol. 1), 978-2-940351-17-6 (vol. 2).

Most studies of ancient coins have focused on the fine specimens housed in the

many collections across the worlcl, and numismatists have in general paicl little
attention to the low denominations and frequently corroded bronze coins found
in excavations. Archeologists, for their part, have mostoften published coins from
excavations as brief, summary lists, except when relying on a coin to date a specific
archaeological context. This artificial dichotomy has fortunately begun to break
down during recent decades. Suzanne Frey-Kupper's publication is an excellent
example. She has successfully integrated specialized numismatic understanding
into the overall archaeological and historical analysis.

The study presents and closely analyses the 1425 ancient coins found during
excavations at Monte lato, about 25 km from Palermo, and 20 km north of
Entella.1 It furthermore draws on some 15,000 coins from other sites in Sicily
for comparative purposes, not only the important material from Morgantina in
inlancl eastern Sicily, but a wide ränge of material from minor sites, mainly in
western Sicily, which Frey-Kupper has assembled.

The book is three parts. Part I is the main text, to which I will return. Part II
consists of two catalogues. The first (pp. 359-465) lists all coins from the site, by
mint, date, a description of the types, metal, weight, diameter, degree of wear and
corrosion, and reference, making it easy for numismatists to use these materials.
The brief introduction to the catalogue describes the strict methodology followed,
and gives the information necessary for scholars less familiar with numismatics
to be able to use the data. The seconcl catalogue presents and discusses each

stratigraphic unit (layer) where one or more coins were found. The stratigraphy,
the relationship to architectural remains, as well as the presence of other classes

of finds, in particular datable pottery, are considered. For each layer, the coin
finds are cross-referenced to the catalogue. Part III (pp. 525-813) comprises six
appendices, Italian and English summaries, concordances, the bibliography and
rieh indexes. Appendixes l and 2 provide and discuss data from the comparative
sites (stratigraphic contexts and large coin series from sites with known dates of
destruetion or abandon), and Appendix 3 analyses the geographical distribution
of 28 individual coins types. Appendix 4 Updates the previously published die

1 Christian Weiss is preparing a publication of the 570 medieval coins from Monte lato.
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catalogue of Iaitas' "Acheloos/ ear ofcorn ancl barley-leaf" type.2 Appendix 5 gives
average weights and Standard deviations for more than 47 coin types from better-
preserved materials held in museums, and Appendix 6 provides metal analyses.
Together, the catalogues and appendices form an extraordinarily large and well
presented data set, which in itself will be an invaluable resource for future studies.

The main text (Part I) is in six chapters. Chapter 1 (pp. 3-8) gives the
background, and the aims and methodology of the study. Chapter 2 (pp. 9-12) is

a brief introduction to the excavations at Monte lato, the composition of the coin
finds, and the area with finds. Chapter 3 (pp. 13-59) is an extremely rieh analysis
and interpretation of the coins in their contexts, concentrating on the period
after the Seconcl Punic War. It builds on the catalogue of stratigraphic units, and
the coin list, ancl shows a deep understanding of archaeological methodology,
which enables Frey-Kupper to draw important chronological conclusions on the

sequence and clates of a number of the coin types.
Chapter 4 (pp. 61-307) is by far the longest. It reviews all Greek, Punic and

Roman coins from Monte lato, clivided into six main periods. Frey-Kupper
analyses each coin type, considering both chronology and distribution. Diagrams
and illustrations are of great help to the reader. The discussion is enrichecl by
considering together the evidence from comparative sites and from the excavations
on Monte lato, and a short summary follows the analysis of each chronological
period. It is not possible to adequately summarize or even discuss this chapter
in detail. Each section is packecl with Information and acute observations, and
several of the sections might easily have been published as independent studies,
for example, section 4.2.3. (pp. 80-96 and Appendix 4) on the early coinage of
Iaitas, which Updates and extends previous studies3.

Chapter 5 investigates the strueture of the finds from Monte lato, in relation to
the Situation in the comparative sites, and Chapter 6 draws the conclusions, which
are largely repeated in the Italian and English summaries.

Most finds clate from two distinet periods: the micb/late fourth to the mid-
thircl centuries, and the seconcl to the late first centuries ik:. Frey-Kupper stresses
the Information that the finds provide on circidation in Sicily, ancl, in particular,
on the role of Punic coinages. She clistinguishes Punic coins with regional ancl

supra-regional circidation areas, ancl combines the numismatic with the ceramic
evidence to identify specific, small economic areas. She shows that the provision
of Punic bronze coins was usually aclequate, ancl that supply was interrupted only
at the time of the Roman conquest. Uncler Roman rule, Panormos was clearly the
most important mint in Western Sicily, and it dominates the finds at Monte lato,
as elsewhere in the region. The much smaller local mint of Iaitas Struck some
tight series of small clenomination bronze coins from a few dies. At Monte lato,
Iaitan coins are seconcl in number to Panormitan coins, though extremely rare

2 S. Frey-Kupper, Ein 'neuer' Acheloos der Iaitiner. Ein Beitrag zur Erforschung der
frühen Münzprägung von Iaitas, in: S. Buzzi, D. Käch, E. Kistler, E. Mango, M. Palaczyk
and O. Stefani, Zona archeologica. Festschrift für Hans Peter Isler zum 60. Geburtstag
(Antiquitas, Reihe 3, 43), Bonn 2001, 159-173.

3 See the previous note.
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on other sites. The finds testify to the local production and use of the smallest
bronze denominations, while larger denominations come from the chicf tovvn of
the region, and reflect Iaitas' political affiliation. Coins front Rome make never
up more than 20% among the finds, and other non-Sicilian coins (Carthage,
Malta, Corinth) are extremely rare.

The major part of the numismatic analysis concerns Sicily under the Roman
Reptiblic, following the Seconcl Punic War. Frey-Kupper distinguishes three
main phases. The first Covers the years of the war. The second lasts until the
First Servile War. The thircl runs from the late second Century to the end of the
Republic. Romano-Sicilian bronze coinages with the names of magistrates in
Latin characterize phase 2, while phase 3 sees a shift towards coinages with the
ethnic in Greek. There is a particularly important discussion of what Bahrfeldt
callecl the "Romano-Sicilian" series (his Croups l and 2) ', with the names of
Roman magistrates and "Janus/wreath" or "Zeus/warrior" types on the larger
denomination, buton local weight Standards. Frey-Kupper draws an understanding
of the inner chronology of the series, and the location of Organization of the
coinage, from a close study of the magistrates' names. She demonstrates that the
names provide a rare insight into the Roman administration in Sicily, but that
we have tio information on any of the magistrates in the literary sources. She
associates the shift in phase 2, when the coins with Magistrate's names disappear
and coins with Greek ethnics appear with administrative changes at the time of
Servile Wars. At that period, the local civic administration becomes stronger, as
the public building programme at Iaitas shows, with the «Instruction of a new
and larger bouleuterion in the agora.

Roman coins of the Early Imperial period are poorly represented, but a close
analysis of the find contexts suggests that the local issues continued in circulation
(coins of Panormos Struck under Augustus and Tiberius, and coins of the later
first Century issued by other mints) until the destruction of the site in the mid-first
Century AD.

Frey-Kupper suggests four fields that may prove fertile for future research: a
close study on east Sicilian coins, a die study of the Romano-Sicilian issues (which
she has already begun), a study of the contrasts between precious metal and
bronze coinages, and finally a study of the find gaps. The period between the First
and the Second Punic Wars is, for example, one of contraction in general, and a

decline in coin use. Frey-Kupper suggests that we should consider these finds gaps
as important "hinge periocls", rather than "clark ages".

Monte lato was not a major power in ancient history. However, it is situatecl at
an important crossroads in the central Mediterranean, and it existed in a crucial
period of the struggle for Mediterranean supremacy between two great powers,
Carthage and Rome, and of the subsequent consolidation of Roman control.
Stiulia Ietina X is both a study of the finds from Monte lato and a "contribution to
the monetary history of Western Sicily", as the title states. But it is also an analysis

1 M. Bahrfeldt, Die römisch-sicilischen Münzen aus der Zeit der Republik, SNR 12, 1904,

pp. 331-407, pl. 1-5; M. von Bahrfeldt, Die römisch-sizilischen Münzen aus der Zeit
der Republik. Eine Nachlese, SNR 24, 1928, 218-232.
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of similarities and differences between the eastern and the western parts of the
island, and, on another level, these two areas can be studied as examples of the
conflict between the two major powers of the Central Mediterranean, between
the late 4lh and the mid-2"'1 centnries. The importance of these excavations and of
the analysis of the finds therefore reaches much further than merely local history.
This work will be of interest to archaeologists and historians alike, studying both
Mediterranean cultures in general and the development of Roman institutions,
and I highly recommend it. It also forms an important basis for Historia Numorum3,
Sicily and Adjacent Islands, which Frey-Kupper, Keith Rutter and John Morcom are
currently preparing. Unfortunately, the monograph is published in German,
which may be an obstacle for some scholars, both in the English- and French-
speaking worlcls and in Italy itself. However, the many analytical presentations will
be easily understood by specialists with little or even no knowleclge of German,
as will the lists of finds, tables and illustrations. Furthermore, Frey-Kupper's text
is clear and well structured, ancl her German is not difficult to read. Finally, the
most important aims and results (clrawn from chapters 1 ancl 6) are presentecl in
substantial Italian ancl English summaries, which are recommended reading, for
their own value, as well for an introcluction to the work/'

Helle Horsntes
The National Museum of Denmark
The Royal Collection of Goins ancl Medals
Frecleriksholms Kanal 12

DK - 1220 Kpbenhavn K
Helle.Horsnaes@natmus.dk
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points to be highlighted.



Helle VV. Horsn.ks

Crossing boundaries. An analysis ofRoman coins in Danish conlexts, 1, Findsfrom
Sealand, Funen andJutland. Publication ofthe National Museum Studies in Archaeology

and History

18, Copenhagen, 2010, 216 p. ISBN 978-87-7602-133-7. 35 ; Grossing
boundaries. An analysis of Roman coins in Danish contexts, 2, Finds from
Bornholm. Publication ofthe National Museum Studies in Archaeology
and History, 18, Copenhagen, 2013, 213 p. ISBN 978-87-7602-188-7. 35

A trois annees d'intervalle, Helle Horsntes signe deux excellentes contributions
consacrees aux trouvailles de monnaies romaines au Danemark, editees sous
l'autorite du National Museum of Denmark. Ses deux ouvrages reponclent aux
memes normes de presentation, parfaitement soignees, et s'agencent de maniere
tres equilibree: une large introduction, un developpement en 6 ou 8 chapitres
ponctue d'une synthese qui s'acheve par des index et une riche bibliographie.
Au total, ce sont plus de 5'300 monnaies qui sont evoquees dans ses deux opus:
le premier couvre 362 sites dans les trois principales regions, Sealand, Funen
et Jutland, qui ont livre 2'700 monnaies, le second 174 sites qui totalisent 2'675
monnaies sur la seule ile de Bornholm. Les propos de Fauteur sont clairs: «Instead
of focussing on the production date and the mint, the present work takes as its

starting point the find context ofthe coins and attempts an analysis of the meaning
and function of the importecl Roman coins in their new context (p. 21)». Dans
un pays oü les trouvailles de monnaies isolees et de tresors sont plus imputables a
l'action des detectoristes qu'ä celle des archeologues, Helle Horsmes va orienter
son etude sur la base des sites de clecouvertes connus, les considerant comme aussi

importants que les trouvailles monetaires elles-memes. Nombre de monnaies
provenaient dejä de sites reperes depuis longtemps alors que des clecouvertes
recentes ont permis cl'en reveler cle nouveaux. Gräce ä l'examen minutieux de ces
donnees archeologiques et numismatiques, Fauteur propose, pour les numeraires
clor, d'argent et cle bronze couvrant l'ensemble cle la periode romaine, un etat
des lieux inedit qui permet maintenant de mieux situer le Danemark au sein des

courants d'echange du Barbaricum.
Le premier volume debute par un historique cle la recherche numismatique

au Danemark ainsi qu'un rappel de la legislation en vigueur dans ce pays.
L'auteur pose ensuite les bases cle son etude en presentant dans les chapitres 2 ä 4

(p. 23-56), les contextes historiques et geographiques des trois principales
regions concernees (Sealand, Funen etJutland) ainsi que le materiel disponible,
qu'il s'agisse cle tresors ou cle decouvertes isolees. Le large chapitre 5 (p. 57-120)
est consacre ä la contextualisation des trouvailles. Les trouvailles de tombes et les

depots rituels (particulierement les sacrifices d'armes) sont largement explores
cle meme que les zones d'habitats, des plus isolees ä la plus imposante, Gudme
et sa proche peripherie, qui ont livre pres de la moitie des monnaies clecouvertes
au Danemark ansi que le tres riche tresor de Broholm. Le chapitre 6 (p. 121-172)
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analyse ensuite les differentes denominations retrouvees, principalement les

monnayages d'argent qui constituent pres des trois-quarts des decouvertes
monetaires danoises au sein desquelles domine le denier. Les monnayages
d'or, tres bien representes depuis le Ier jusqu'au V1' siecle, sont aussi largement
developpes. Leur abondance contraste avec l'indigence des monnayages de
bronze ou encore des antoniniens dont les occurences sont presque äquivalentes
ä Celles des numeraires provinciaux romains et alexandrins reunis. Le chapitre 7

(p. 173-178) replace les decouvertes monetaires romaines du Danemark au sein
du Barbaricum alors que le chapitre 8 (p. 179-189) propose des interpretations sur
la presence de monnaies romaines dans ces trois regions.

Le second volume est exclusivement consacre ä l'ile de Bornholm, situee en
mer Baltique ä quelque 150 km ä Test des cotes danoises mais ä une quarantaine
ä peine de la Suede. D'une superficie d'un peu moins de 600 km2, l'ile compte
moitie moins de sites que les trois provinces precedemment evoquees (174 contre
362) mais autant de monnaies ou presque: soit 2'675 dont 2'426 deniers qui
conferent ä ce lieu un caractere exceptionnel. L'auteur estime que la majorite
de ces monnaies pourrait avoir rejoint Bornholm et d'autres lies de la Baltique
ä la fin du Vc ou au debut du VI1' siecle et non etre parvenue en de multiples
flux. II s'agit lä d'une reflexion fondamentale et determinante quant ä l'usage de
cette denomination monetaire sur l'ile mais aussi dans cette partie du Barbaricum.
Ces seuls points justifient pleinement d'avoir accorcle ä Bornholm un volume ä

part. L'ouvrage se divise en deux grandes parties. La premiere reunit quatre
chapitres (p. 21-98) consacres ä la presentation de l'ile, de ses sites et de ses

monnaies, en comparant ses trouvailles aux autres decouvertes effectuees dans
le Barbaricum et en les contextualisant pour mieux les comprendre1. La seconde

partie se concentre en un unique chapitre (p. 105-158) dans lequel tous les sites

ayant livre des monnaies romaines sont presentes. L'ouvrage se clöt sur une liste
des trouvailles de deniers sur chaque site (p. 161-195) et de quelques recensions
«extraordinaires» (notamment les 14 bronzes romains et un byzantin retrouves
sur l'ile), completees de deux index similaires ä ceux du precedent volume et
d'une bibliographie finale.

Si la presente etude - car ces deux volumes n'en forment qu'une - aurait pu
trouver sa place dans la collection des Fundmünzen der römischen Zeit sous la forme
d'un unique opus, l'auteur depasse les inventaires exhaustifs et souvent indigestes
(il faut bien l'avouer mais qui sont tellement utiles!) qui caracterisent les volumes
des Fundmünzen, en concentrant sous forme de listes inclexees les decouvertes
concernees. Nombre de monnaies recensees au Danemark sont des trouvailles

1 H. W. Horsn/es, Coin finds and metal detector archteology. Evidence from surveys
and excavations in Bornholm, Denmark, in: G. Pardini (red.), Atti del I Workshop
Internazionale di Numismatica. Numismatica e archeologia. Monete, stratigrafie e
contesti. Dati a confronto. Roma, 28-30 settembre 2011 (BAR Int. Series), (Oxford,
ä paraitre); H. W. Horsn/es - M. Märcher - M. Vennersdore, A stepping stone in the
Baltic sea. Two millenia of coin finds and coin use - A case study ofVester Herrecl,
Bornholm, Thejournal of Archaeological Numismatics, 3 (2013), p. 1-65. A lire dans
ce meme volume, le review article de Christian Lauwers consacre ä ces deux ouvrages,
Monnaies romaines de site: de la Bretagne ä la Baltique, p. 305-308.
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effectuees par Ie biais d'un cletecteur. Leur nombre ne cesse de s'accroitre depuis
des annees: 991 monnaies romaines decouvertes entre 1840 et 1980 et pres de
3'500 entre 1980 et 2004! Les contextes stratigraphiques si importants pour la

comprehension de l'usage de la monnaie sont donc rares mais les localisations de
trouvailles tres nombreuses. Helle Horsnses Oriente donc son analyse en reliant
intimement et utilement sites archeologiques et numismatique. Elle privilegie
rillustration, sons forme de nombreuses cartes de repartition, de photos aeriennes
de sites, de fouilles, de monnaies et de tresors, le tout integralement en couleur et
d'une excellente qualite. Sur ce point, ma seule critique concerne les nombreux
graphiquesä 19 couleurs quisontsouventdifficilesä lire en raison de leurdensite et
du temps passe ä tenter de reconnaitre les differents degres d'orange ou de bleu /
vet t qui distinguent un empereur d'un autre.

Afin de ne pas terminer cette recension sur ce detail qui ne concerne que ma
vue declinante, j'insiste une nouvelle fois sur la qualite de ce travail, richement
documente et illustre, qui doit servir de modele et de reference ä quiconque
s'interesse aux trouvailles de sites et ä leur contexte, et qui se soucie de repondre
aux questions - «EIovv, when and why» comme les pose Helle Horsntes - de
circulation et d'usage des monnaies romaines quels que soient leurs lieux de
decouvertes.

Vincent Genevieve
5, nie des Anges
Bat. E

F-31200 Toulouse
vincent.genevieve@inrap.fr
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Roger Svensson

Renovatio monetae. Bracleates and Coinage Policies in Medieval Europe

Spink & Son, London, 2013. Hardcover, 170 S., 16 Tal'.;
durchgehend farbig ill.; 50 £, ISBN 978-1-907427-29-9

Umfassende Publikationen zur mittelalterlichen Numismatik sind durchaus
nicht häufig. Umso erfreulicher ist es, dass Spink & Son in London diese neue
Arbeit über Brakteaten und Münzpolitik auf Englisch veröffentlicht hat, die
bereits 2012 in schwedischer Sprache von der Schwedischen Numismatischen
Gesellschaft veröffentlicht worden war. Der Autor ist Associate Professor für
Wirtschaft am Research Institute of Industrial Economics in Stockholm und auch
in numismatischen Foren nicht unbekannt. Der Verleger möchte diese
mittelalterliche Sonderform der Münzprägung einem weiteren Publikum nahebringen,
während dem Autor daran gelegen ist, die Brakteaten als wirtschaftshistorisches
Phänomen herauszuarbeiten. Dies hindert ihn aber nicht daran, mit zahlreichen
Illustrationen, Abbildungen und Grafiken auch praktische Aspekte wie die
Prägetechnik und Fälschungen sowie die Typologie und Ästhetik dieser Münzen bis hin
zu kommerziellen Aspekten zu behandeln. So soll das Buch sowohl neue Aspekte
zur Brakteatenprägung in Mitteleuropa und Skandinavien beitragen als auch als

ansprechend gestaltetes Handbuch für Sammler dienen.
Es ist gegliedert in elf Abschnitte und einen langen Appendix mit einem

ausführlichen Literaturverzeichnis nach Themen und in alphabetischer
Ordnung, verschiedenen Indices und Tafeln mit 339 beispielhaft ausgewählten
Brakteaten. Nach einer umfassenden Einführung in Ziel und Abgrenzung der
Arbeit (S. 11-16) sowie grundlegenden Ausführungen zur mittelalterlichen
Geldgeschichte, Prinzipien der Ökonomie und zum historischen Hintergrund (S. 17-

38) befasst sich Svensson im ersten spezifischen Kapitel mit der grundlegenden
Unterscheidung in lang- und kurzlebige Münztypen, auch wenn diese
Unterscheidung nicht immer so klar ist, wie vom Autor impliziert (S. 39-61). Er setzt
dabei sogenannte «langlebige» Münztypen, d. h. immobilisierte Pfennige und
Handelsmünzen, von den «kurzlebigen», häufig verrufenen Pfennigsorten ab,
beschreibt deren Charakteristika und Verbreitung sowie deren rechtliche und
organisatorische Voraussetzungen und Praxis. In diesem Zusammenhang wird
auch ausgiebig das im Titel des Buchs hervorgehobene Hauptthema behandelt, die
Münzverrufung, in den lateinischen Quellen der Zeit renovatio monetae, genannt:
Die alte Münze wird ungültig erklärt und muss abzüglich einer nicht unerheblichen
Wechselgebühr gegen neue Münze eingetauscht werden, die allein auf den
entsprechenden Märkten zugelassen ist. Allerdings galt dieser Währungszwang auch
in Gebieten mit langlebigen Münztypen, wie in weiten Teilen Frankreichs und in
Italien, was die vielzitierten Reiserechnungen des angehenden Patriarchen von
Aquileia, Wolfger von Erla, eindrücklich belegen (1203/4). Die Überlegungen
zur Problematik der Gültigkeit und Durchsetzbarkeit des Währungszwangs
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