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PAOLO VISONA - SUSANNE FREY-KUPPER

THE ROMANIZATION OF THE AGER BRUTTIUS
AND THE EVIDENCE OF COIN FINDS

PART I

1. Introduction

Rome's victory at the end of the second Punic war had momentous consequences
for the ager Bruttius, the southernmost region of Italy known today as Calabria.1
Through the destruction of Brettian strongholds, the confiscation of vast tracts of
territory, and the foundation of Latin and Citizens' colonies, the Romans created
the conditions for new patterns of settlement, and for new systems of land
management, which deeply transformed its urban and rural landscape. After
203 B.C. only the Greek and Brettian populations that had remained loyal to
Rome during the conflict maintained or regained a degree of political autonomy.
Autonomous minting, however, was discontinued nearly everywhere within the
region. The consensus of opinion among scholars is that most of the old mint-cities
which had survived the onslaught of the Hannibalic conflict (such as Consentia,

Croton, Petelia and Locri Epizephyrii) no longer struck coins.2 Only Rhegium's mint is

believed to have remained active in the 2nd century B.C.3
Given this scenario, what kind of currency circulated in the ager Bruttius after the

Roman conquest? Although recent studies indicate that this region did not suffer
long-term and widespread economic decline as a result of the second Punic war,
the movement of coinage during the Romanization has not yet been systematically
investigated.4 There is little doubt that the bulk of the coinage of Rome's main

1 A preliminary report on this topic was presented by P. Visonà at the 91st General
Meeting of the Archaeological Institute of America in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1989: see
the summary in AJA 94, 1990, p. 337.

2 For the political status and the economic conditions of these cities after 203 B.C., see
F. Costabile, Dalle poleis ai municipia nel Bruzio romano, in: S. Settis (ed.), Storia della
Calabria Antica. Età Italica e Romana (Tarquinia 1994; henceforth: Calabria Antica),
pp. 446-450, 456-457, and M. Paoletti, Occupazione romana e storia delle città, ibid.,
pp. 508-514, 522-533.

3 M. H. Crawford, Coinage and Money under the Roman Republic. Italy and the
Mediterranean Economy (Berkeley and Los Angeles 1985; henceforth: CMRR), p. 71. See
also the remarks by F. Barello, Le monete, in: M Barra Bagnasco (ed.), Locri Epizefiri IV
(Torino 1992), pp. 344-345. There is no conclusive evidence that the coinage of Rhegium
ended before 200 B.C., pace D. Castrizio, Reggio Ellenistica (Roma 1995), pp. 146-157.

4 For the Romanization of the ager Bruttius see the essays by Costabile (supra, n. 2),

pp. 441-457; Paoletti (supra, n. 2) pp. 471-537; G. P. Givigliano, Percorsi e strade, in:
Calabria Antica, pp. 283-293; A. B. Sangineto, Per la ricostruzione del paesaggio agrario
delle Calabrie romane, ibid., pp. 562-587; S. Segenni, Economia e società in età romana:
la documentazione epigrafica, ibid., pp. 655-664.
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enemies - the Carthaginians and their Brettian allies - disappeared rapidly from
circulation, and was either hoarded or captured and melted down. Moreover,
relatively few of these coins were overstruck by the winners during or after the end
of the war.5 Since most hoards buried in Calabria in the 2nd and 1st centuries B.C.
consist of Roman Republican issues,6 it would seem that after 200 B.C. Roman
currency quickly became dominant, as in other regions of Italy.7 But any inference
based exclusively upon the hoard material may be misleading — particularly in the
case of the ager Bruttius, where the archaeological record for Romanization is largely
incomplete.8 In order to reconstruct more fully the pattern ofmonetary circulation
reflected by these hoards, all the other categories ofcoin finds from the same period
(i.e. single finds, stray finds, site finds) should also be taken into account. Our essay
aims to shed new light on the process of Romanization through a study of the
distribution of finds of 2nd and 1st century issues in Calabria (listed in the
appendices), and an analysis of the numismatic data from the Italic settlement at
contrada Mella (near Oppido Mamertina), which was continuously occupied from
the 3rd to the 1st centuries B.C.9 The excavations conducted at contrada Mella
between 1984 and 1996 have yielded one of the largest samples to date of stratified
coins from any Hellenistic site in Calabria, and provide an unprecedented
opportunity for a case study of the use of coinage during the Romanization of the
region. An overview of the Calabrian finds of 2nd- and lst-century issues is

presented in part I; part II will be devoted to a discussion of the late Hellenistic
coin finds from Locri Epizephyrii, and to a more detailed analysis of the data from
contrada Mella.

5 For these overstrikings see C. A. Hersh, Some Additional Roman Republican Over-
strikes, ANSMN 32, 1987, p. 91 (Rome on Brettian AE); Castrizio (supra, n. 3), p. 150,
nn. 65-66 (Rhegium on Brettian AE).

6 See Appendix A, passim; see M. Taliercio Mensitieri, Le emissioni monetarie della
Calabria dall'età di Dionigi II a quella di Annibale, in: Calabria Antica, p. 434.

7 See A. Burnett, The Currency of Italy from the Hannibalic War to the Reign of
Augustus, AIIN 29, 1982, pp. 125-126, 131. K. Lomas, Rome and the Western Greeks
350 BC - AD 200. Conquest and acculturation in southern Italy (London/New York 1993),
p. 90, follows Crawford's views in CMRR, p. 71.

8 See the remarks by E. Pozzi Paolini, Per lo studio della circolazione monetale in età
greca nel territorio dell'odierna Calabria, Parola del Passato 29, nos. 154—155, 1974,
p. 58; Paoletti (supra, n. 2), p. 472-474; and Sangineto (supra, n. 4), p. 586.

9 See P. Visonà, Gli scavi americani a contrada Mella (Oppido Mamertina), 1987-1991:
risultati e prospettive, Klearchos 21, nos. 125-128, 1990 [1992], pp. 82-83. The coins
found in the 1984, 1986, and 1987 excavations are discussed in: L. Costamagna - P. Visonà
(eds.), Oppido Mamertina 1 (Roma 1996, forthcoming).
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2. Finds of Roman Republican Coins

Roman Republican currency undoubtedly played a major role in local exchanges
in the two centuries before the Empire. Even though isolated examples of Roman
bronzes may have travelled southwards during or after the first Punic war,10
Roman bronze and silver coins began to arrive in Bruttium in quantity during the
Hannibalic conflict. The first hoards containing Roman currency were interred
soon after the Carthaginian invasion,1 ' and the earliest Republican specimens from
Calabrian site finds generally consist of issues minted in the last decades of the 3rd
century B.C.12 The volume of Republican currency in local circulation is likely to
have increased steadily once the Romans began waging annual campaigns against
Hannibal's power base (209 B.C.).13 This influx of bronze and silver coinage

10 A double litra (RRC 16/la) was found in the 1990 excavations at Crotone
(communication by E. A. Arslan); another example from the G. Oliverio excavations at
Locri in 1954-1955 is in the collection of Reggio Calabria's Museo Archeologico
Nazionale, which includes 5 unprovenanced Romano-Campanian bronzes (RRC 16/la,
17/la, 17/lb, 17/lg, 25/3) from the former Museo Civico's collection (nos. C 2242-2243,
C 4152). An unidentified litra (RRC 17/la) found at Locri in 1975 is illustrated in
P. Attianese, Calabria greca, vol. II (S. Severina 1977), p. 190, no. 919; a similar specimen
comes from the 1987 excavations at contrada Mella (see Visonà, supra, n. 9, p. 83). For
a librai triens (RRC 18/3) found at Crotone in a stratigraphie context datable to the
Hannibalic conflict, see C. Sabbione, in: AttiTaranto 15, 1976, p. 591. A librai as from
Nicotera is listed as «booty acquired in the early years» of the second Punic war in
CMRR, App. 16, p. 287.

11 See IGCH, p. 302, no. 2029 (Campana); CMRR, p. 288 (esp. Montegiordano); E. A.
Arslan, Monetazione aurea ed argentea dei Brettii (Milano 1989), p. 21, n. 4 (Sant'Eufemia
Vetere). See also S. Piattelli, Circolazione delle monete romano-campane di bronzo, RIN
89, 1987, p. 18. An uncertain as found with a hoard of Greek silver coins at Vibo Valentia
is mentioned by P. Toraldo, Hipponium - Scoperte elleniche, Notizie degli Scavi di
Antichità 53, 1928, p. 240.

12 See E. Greco, Monete dall'abitato antico presso Marcellina (Laos), AIIN 23-24,
1976-1977, p. 64; R. Cantilena in: E. Greco - S. Luppino - A. Schnapp, Laos I. Scavi
a Marcellina 1973-1985 (Taranto 1989), p. 77, no. 74; H. Tréziny et al., Kaulonia 1.

Sondages sur la fortification nord (1982-1985) (Naples 1989), no. 535; CMRR, App. 16,

pp. 287-290. For Locri see the remarks by F. Barello, Economia, coniazioni e circolazione
monetale a Locri Epizephyrii (Bruttium), in: T. Hackens - G. Moucharte (eds.), Proceedings
of the Xlth International Numismatic Congress, vol. II (Louvain-la-Neuve 1993), p. 60.
The few finds of quadrigati from Calabria are also to be associated with the Hannibalic
war: see CMRR, App. 16, pp. 287, 290; single examples are also known from Locri (P. Orsi
excavations, 1908; in Reggio Calabria's Museo Archeologico Nazionale) and contrada
Mella (stray find before 1984).

13 See CMRR, App. 16, pp. 288-289; see J. F. Lazenby, Hannibal's War (Warminster
1978), pp. 173-176, 179, 184-185, 190-192, 215. The opinion by M. Taliercio Mensitieri
that «durante la II guerra punica la presenza della moneta romana nel Bruttium è

estremamente esigua e in gran parte rappresentata da serie residue, come emerge dalla
fisionomia dei ripostigli occultati in questo periodo» fails to take into account the evidence
from site finds: see ead., Aspetti e problemi della monetazione del koinon dei Brettii, in:
G. De Sensi Sestito (ed.), I Brettii. Tomo I. Cultura, lingua e documentazione storico-
archeologica, Atti del 1° corso seminariale - Rossano, 20-26 Febbraio 1992 (Soveria
Mannelli 1995), p. 144, n. 118.
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continued long after Bruttium came under Roman control. A glance at the
distribution of finds of Republican currency minted c. 200-27 B.C. shows that
hoards are concentrated in the territories of Thurii-Copia, Crotone, Strongoli and
Vibo Valentia, whereas both site finds and stray finds are scattered fairly uniformly
along the Ionian coast from Rocca Imperiale to Locri (Fig. 5). Fewer finds are
attested on the Tyrrhenian littoral, and are concentrated in the alluvial plains of
the Savuto, Mesima, and Petrace rivers (Appendix A, nos. 18-21, 23, 27—28, 34).
In contrast, very scant finds of Republican coins are known from the mountainous
interior of Calabria, and exclusively from sites located on major river valleys with
direct access to the seacoast, such as the Lao, Coscile, Crati, and Neto river systems
(Appendix A, nos. 2, 5, 13, 15-16). But this information is based on old reports,
and will need to be verified in light of recent fieldwork.14

Since substantial numbers of Roman colonists were settled in the areas which
have yielded some of the largest hoards of Republican currency (the territories of
Thurii-Copia, Crotone and Vibo Valentia), there may be a distinct correlation
between colonization and the diffusion of Roman coinage within the region. It is

also noteworthy that nearly all the Calabrian hoards of Roman currency interred
between c. 200 and 27 B.C. contain denarii (Appendix A, nos. 8-12, 25, 29),
whereas site and stray finds consist predominantly ofbronze coins. One reason for
this discrepancy may be that most hoards represent the liquid capital of wealthy
Roman landowners. The fact that at least four of them (Appendix A, nos. 8-10,
25) were buried in connection with major disturbances between 91 and 45 B.C.
lends some support to this interpretation.15 But even though hoards were mostly
of silver coins, there is no doubt that both silver and bronze currency circulated
widely, in the countryside as well as in the urban settlements. The numerous finds
of plated denarii at contrada Mella, Nicotera, Locri, Scolacium and Torre Mordillo
further suggest that forgers took advantage of a commercial economy in which the
use of silver currency was relatively common. Current research indicates that the

14 See Paoletti (supra n. 2), pp. 471-538; see also G. F. La Torre (ed.), Nuove
Testimonianze di Archeologia Calabrese. Greci, Indigeni e Romani nell'Alto Tirreno
Cosentino (Roma 1995), passim. For other possible finds of Roman bronze currency of
the 2nd and 1st centuries B.C. see V. Di Cicco, Antichità della provincia di Cosenza.
Cariati, Notizie degli Scavi di Antichità 25, 1900, p. 605; P. Orsi, Monteleone Calabro

- Nuove scoperte, Notizie degli Scavi di Antichità 46, 1921, p. 477.
15 No detailed information is available as yet about the hoard of 169 denarii found in

1925 at Ciro Marina (not listed in RRCH): see M. A. Mastelloni, in: AttiTaranto 23, 1984,
p. 404, n. 18. The hoard of silverware interred near Palmi in the early 1st century B.C.
has also been convincingly interpreted as the property of a wealthy landowner: see P. G.
Guzzo, Argenteria da Palmi in ripostiglio del I sec. a. C, in: AttiMGrecia 18-19, 1977-
1979, esp. pp. 207-208. The tantalizing possibility that denarii minted in southern Italy
in the 2nd century B.C. are contained in Calabrian hoards has been argued by C. Generoso,
Il problema del rafforzamento ponderale del denario romano nella seconda metà del II sec.
a. C. attraverso l'esame statistico, in: T. Hackens - G. Moucharte (eds.) (supra, n. 12),

pp. 129-132. Surprisingly, relatively few finds of victoriati are known from Calabria;
in contrast, see A. Travaglini, La Puglia in età repubblicana. Atti del I convegno di studi
sulla Puglia romana, Mesagne 20-22 Marzo 1986 (Galatina 1988), pp. 68-70.
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villa economy introduced in Bruttium in the late 2nd and in the 1st centuries B.C.
(particularly in the ager Thurinus and in the ager Vibonensis) must also have been partly
monetized.16 On the whole, the combined evidence of hoards and other finds
attests to an uninterrupted flow of Roman coinage across the region until the
end of the Republic. At the macro-economic level, neither the Social war, nor
subsequent episodes of violence in the 1st century B.C. would seem to have
adversely impacted the money supply, as the composition of the hoards buried in
this period clearly shows. At the micro-economic level, the wide distribution of
semuncial bronzes (Fig. 1) struck during the Social War (see Appendix A, nos. 6,

8, 17, 19, 26, 31,37) suggests that certain disturbances may in fact have contributed
to the arrival of newly minted issues through the deployment of troops and/or the
movements of individuals. Likewise, the presence of Sextus Pompey's Sicilian asses

at coastal sites on the Tyrrhenian and Ionian littoral such as Vibo Valentia, Locri,
Scolacium and Crotone (nos. 39, 8, 14, 30) may be related to the events of the civil
war of 42-36 B.C., in which Bruttium was directly involved.17 These and earlier
Republican bronzes apparently remained in circulation in some locales until the
1st and 2nd centuries A.D.18

^
.¦.--,-¦

Fig. 1: Semuncial as of C. Vibius Pansa.

16 At least 3 villas have yielded late Republican coins: see Sangineto (supra, n. 4), pp. 570-
575, nos. 52, 82, 108. See also the important remarks by S. L. Dyson, Community and
Society in Roman Italy (Baltimore/London 1992), pp. 167-168. The evidence from
Calabria supports Ch. Howgego's argument that the use of coined money was not restricted
to cities: see Ch. Howgego, The Supply and Use of Money in the Roman World 200 B.C.
to A.D. 300, JRS 82, 1992, pp. 20-22, 30.

17 See F. Costabile, Salvidieno Rufo e la Legio X Fretensis nella guerra navale fra
Ottaviano e Sesto Pompeo (42-36 a. C), Rivista Storica Calabrese, n.s. 6, nos. 1-4, 1985,
pp. 357—362. A denarius of Sextus Pompey, believed to be a forgery, was found with four
other alleged forgeries of late Republican coins in the environs of Sersale (NE of Catanzaro):
see M. Ruggiero, Degli scavi di antichità nelle province di terraferma dell'antico regno di
Napoli dal 1743 al 1876 (Napoli 1888), p. 593. No Calabrian finds of Sextus Pompey's
Sicilian issues are listed in the major study by J. De Rose Evans, The Sicilian Coinage of
Sextus Pompey (Crawford 511), ANSMN 32, 1987, pp. 97-157 (her map on p. 125, Fig.
14, is incorrect). See however the list given by R. Martini, Monetazione bronzea romana
tardo-repubblicana, vol. II. Sextus Pompeius, Le emissioni hispaniche del tipo CN-MAG,
le serie di Eppius e gli «assi» siciliani (Glaux. Serie speciale I) (Milano 1995; henceforth:
Martini, Sextus Pompeius), pp. 198-199, n. 394 and p. 215, nos. III.53-58, 60.

18 For Locri see Barello (supra, n. 3), p. 345; id. (supra, n. 12), p. 60, and Appendix A,
no. 14; for Scolacium see Appendix A, no. 30.
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3. Finds of Bronze Coins of Copia and Valentia

Despite the increasingly widespread use of Roman coinage after 200 B.C., the
pattern of monetary circulation in Bruttium during the Romanization did not
become homogenized. If anything, it became more complex. In addition to Roman
currency, the circulating medium included the bronze coinages minted by the
colonies of Copia and Valentia for an undetermined period of time after their
foundation in 193 and 192 B.C. respectively.19 The fact that both coinages were
struck on a standard close to semuncial clearly did not prevent them from
circulating alongside heavier Roman bronzes bearing identical value marks. Their
denominations range from the «as» to the «sextans», and from the «as» to the
«semuncia» respectively, and total output must have been considerable, since 18

groups of issues are known for Copia, and 21 for Valentia.2'3 Copia's bronzes seem
to have been used primarily on the north-eastern coast of Calabria, whereas those
of Valentia circulated both in southern Calabria and at least as far as Crotone and
Strangoli (Fig. 5 and Appendix, B-C).21 Although neither series of issues can be
closely dated, there is good evidence that specimens from both mints remained
current until the end of the Republican period and until the beginning of the
Empire.22 Thus, Copia and Valentia contributed to increase the supply of money
available for small scale transactions within the region.

j
V

aa \ A^.
V* I

Fig. 2: Coins of Valentia, «as» and «semis».

19 E. T. Salmon, Colonization under the Republic (Ithaca 1970), pp. 99-100; Pao-
letti (supra, n. 2), pp. 486-489, 533-536.

20 See T. Caruso, La monetazione di Copia Lucaniae, in: Nona Miscellanea Greca
e Romana [Studi pubblicati dall'Istituto Italiano per la Storia Antica, fase. 35],
1984, pp. 117-150; M. Taliercio Mensitieri, La monetazione di Valentia (Roma 1989),
pp. 17-44, and A. Burnett's review in NC 151, 1991, p. 238.

21 Coins of Valentia also travelled to Apulia and across the Adriatic: see A. Travaglini,
Inventario dei Rinvenimenti Monetali del Salente (Roma 1982), p. 87, no. Ili; S. L.
Cesano, Monetazione e circolazione sul suolo dell'antica Albania, 7, 1932, p. 67, nos. 19-
21; S. Benton, Excavations in Ithaca, III, Brit. School at Athens 39, 1938-1939, p. 49,
no. 16; G. Gorini, Monete greche ellenistiche dall'Istria, Atti e Memorie della Società
Istriana di Archeologia e Storia Patria 94, 1994, p. 106.

22 Coins of Copia have been found in late Republican contexts at Sibari: see Caruso (supra,
n. 20) pp. 127-128, n. 35. A small hoard of asses and possibly 1 other as of Valentia from
contrada Mella come from a destruction stratum of the early 1st century B.C.: see L.
Costamagna - P. Visonà (eds.) (supra, n. 9), nos. 951-953, 954; 1 semis of Valentia (C 1996-
6) has been found in the matrix of a beaten earth floor inside a Roman building, in
association with sigillata pottery and glass of the 1st century A.D.
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4. Finds of Bronze Coins of Rhegium

Rhegium is the third city which struck a local coinage in bronze after 200 B.C. Its
minting tradition was centuries old, and lasted uninterruptedly at least until the
second Punic war. Yet, the dating of the final phase of Rhegium's minting activity
is controversial.23 Although it is not possible to fully address this problem in our
study, attention nonetheless ought to be called to the following points:

a) The sheer quantity of bronze coins, notably pentonkia, minted by Rhegium must
have been important. The metrological,24 technical, and stylistic affinities between
Rhegium's pentonkia (SNG ANS 745-752; Fig. 3, 1-2) and those of the Mamertini
(Särström series XI-XIV; Fig. 3, 3-4)fi5 lead us to posit that they were minted
concurrently. At present, most scholars date these coins to the period of the second
Punic war, in which both Rhegium and the Mamertini played a significant role as

Roman allies.26 Rhegium's issue with Heads of Apollo and Artemis/Tripod, oooo
(SNG ANS 743-744) and the heavy pentonkia with Heads of Dioscuri/Hermes
(SNG ANS 753-755) have also been attributed to the same period, but they are
earlier than the SNG ANS 745-752 pentonkia. Moreover, it must be emphasized
that a thorough analysis of the hoards containing these coin types has not yet been
undertaken.27 Lastly - and this is perhaps the most serious problem - it should be
noted that the majority of the hoards usually referred to by scholars are old finds,
many of which have been dispersed and whose original composition remains
questionable.28 This further underscores the importance of the numismatic data

23 See supra, n. 3.
24 «The weight standards of the Mamertini and Rhegium are local, not Roman» as

M. H. Crawford has pointed out: see CMRR, p. 110, n. 15.
25 This was already suggested by M. Särström, A Study in the Coinage of the Mamertines

(Lund 1940), p. 32.
26 See CMRR, pp. 110-111, Table 4; p. 113, Fig. 37; Castrizio (supra, n. 3), pp. 146,

151-153.
27 See most recently Castrizio (supra, n. 3), pp. 156-157, who generally follows P.

Marchetti, Histoire économique et monétaire de la deuxième guerre punique (Bruxelles
1978), pp. 494-500. For a basic list of coin hoards see CMRR, pp. 110-111, Table 4;
306-307, App. 36-37.

28 See e. g. the following hoards: RRCH, p. 59, no. 68, Aidone 1908, and IGCH, p. 340,
no. 2239, Aidone 1909 (according to CMRR, p. 306, App. 36, these hoards comprise a
single assemblage, and several coins do not belong to it); IGCH, p. 340, no. 2242, Montagna
di Marzo 1929 (most of this assemblage was dispersed during World War II, and the
possibility that it represented two different hoards is rejected in CMRR, p. 306, App. 36,
contra Marchetti [supra, n. 27], p. 489, n. 97 and id., RBN 117, 1971, p. 88, n. 201). Often
unknown are also the circumstances under which even the least controversial hoards have
been found. Moreover, one wonders whether certain hoards have been acquired in their
entirety. See e. g. RRCH, p. 75, no. 127, Biancavilla, a «hoard» which was found on an
unknown date, and was acquired from private individuals («Gruppo di bronzi da
Biancavilla, acquistati agli eredi Spampinato», see G. V. Gentili, AIIN 2, 1955, p. 197);
IGCH, pp. 340-341, no. 2246, San Marco d'Alunzio: a pot hoard that could be recorded
«..., prima che venisse smembrato, ...» (see E. Fabbricotti, AIIN 15, 1968, p. 83), and whose
date of discovery is also unknown.
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from the Oppido Mamertina excavations, which suggest that both Rhegium's and
the Mamertini's pentonkia circulated continuously throughout the 2nd and 1st

centuries B.C.29
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Fig. 3: Pentonkia of Rhegium (nos. 1-2) and the Mamertini (nos. 3-4).

b) Rhegium's mint also struck bronze coins on a lighter weight standard (SNG
ANS 756-785 and 789-792; Fig. 4) including several denominations identified
by the value marks n, IUI and III.30 For metrological reasons, there is no doubt
that these pieces are later than the SNG ANS 745-752 pentonkia. Their heterogeneous

styles, and the existence of both overstrikings and barbarous imitations,

29 For the years 1987-1988 and 1990-1994, 1996, the relevant contexts which have
yielded pentonkia are the following: habitation layer, 2nd century B.C. (2 Rhegium: L.
Costamagna- P. Visonà [eds.] [supra, n. 9], nos. 974-975); habitation layer, late 2nd / early
1st centuries B.C. (2 Mamertini: ibid., nos. 995-996); habitation layer, late 2nd / early 1st
centuries B.C. (2 Mamertini: ibid., no. 983); charcoaly soil, 2nd century B.C. (4 Mamertini,
1990-20, 21, 33, 34); sealed habitation layer, 2nd / early 1st centuries B.C. (7 Mamertini,
1990-24, 25, 26, 30, 31, 41, 42; 1 Rhegium, 1990-32; 1 Rhegium or Mamertini, 1990-40);
habitation layer, 2nd / early 1st centuries B.C. (1 Rhegium, 1992-29); debris layer, 1st

century B.C. (1 Mamertini, 1993-7); debris layer / roof collapse, 1st century B.C. (8
Mamertini, 1988-6; 1990-7, 8; 1992, 12, 36, 37, 38, 39); matrix of beaten earth floor, 1st

century A.D. (1 Mamertini, 1996-5). Several of these pentonkia are very worn.
30 These denominations are listed here without a more specific identification, pending

a detailed study of Rhegium's late coinage system. An attempt at a reconstruction of the
chronological and metrological sequence of Rhegium's, late issues has recently been made
by Castrizio (supra, n. 3), pp. 146-163; see P. Marchetti (supra, n. 27), p. 494-497. See also
H. Pfeiler, Die Münzprägung der Brettier, JNG 14, 1964, pp. 40-41. For a brief discussion
of the problems with dating Rhegium's last issues, see also Barello (supra, n. 3), pp. 344-345,
n. 61.
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