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Jérémie Chameroy, A late antique coin deposit in the Red Hall of Pergamon
Ulrich Mania

The Imperial Sanctuary

The Red Hall was a monumental imperial building complex in Pergamon's lower
town, which has been visible continuously since antiquity due to the impressive
remains standing around 20 m high, and became part of the recent city of Ber-
gama1 (figs. 1-2). It was an axially symmetrical complex 260 m long and 105 m
wide, consisting of a huge forecourt in the west, which was closed off in the east
by a pergola that led into a three-part group of buildings which consisted of the
main building in the center, the Red Hall, which gave the entire complex its
name, and a square courtyard on both sides, each leading to a round building.
We cannot name comparable complexes in Asia Minor-however, there are close

typological parallels to the Imperial Fora in Rome and in particular to Trajan's
Forum, the Forum Pacis or Hadrian's Library in Athens2.

1 For the history of research see

Mania 2011, pp. 1-2; BrOckener

2018, pp. 14-30.

2 See BrOckener 2018, p. 210.

3 The project was managed by

Adolf Hoffmann. The investigation

and analysis of the building

complex and its furnishings

were carried out by the

historical building researcher
Corinna Mescherowsky and the

classical archaeologist Ulrich
Mania. The project was significantly

supported by Wolfgang
Radt (head of the DAI Pergamon

excavation until 2005).
4 Mania 2011, pp. 100-107.

Fig. 1: Interior of the Red Hall from east with the podium and the base for a cult image in the foreground
and the wall opening for a monumental main door in the background (Photo; Archive of the Pergamon

Excavation at DAI Istanbul, U. Mania 2001).

As part of the research program "Roman Provincial and Imperial Religions" of
the German Research Foundation, excavations and documentation work on the
numerous sculptural finds and architectural ornamentation in the Red Hall of
Pergamon were carried out in 2002 and 20033. On this basis, it was possible for
the first time to interpret the building complex as a sanctuary, in which a number

of gods were probably worshipped and whose building history is closely
linked to Hadrian's travels in Asia Minor and Egypt, based on the examination
of excavation findings, furnishings and architecture4. Among other observations,
the presence of colossal Egyptianizing supporting figures instead of columns,
together with secondarily inserted water basins, suggest a connection between
the alteration to the building plan and Hadrian's return journey from Egypt via
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Asia Minor in AD 131. This gives us a terminus post quem for the completion of
the building complex of the Red Hall, as it is also very likely that the Emperor
was involved in the building project5.
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Mania 2011, pp. 100-107 (see

Radt 1999, p. 201; Halfmann

2001, p. 53); Rieger 2005,

pp. 81-94.

For the description and
reconstruction of the doorway see

Brückener 2018, pp. 59-61;
Mania 2011, p. 65; Rieger 2005,

pp. 86-88.
Some characteristics of the

cella, such as flanking columns

next to the podium, a hidden

room under the podium (ady-

ton?) and side staircases to the
roof are characteristics of
Roman Syrian temples and

could provide a clue to possible
cult owners of the main building

(Mania 2011, pp. 81-86, 95;

more reserved in the interpretation

of these characteristics
is Brückener 2018, pp. 79, 92,

97).

5

Fig. 2: Map of Pergamon (Pergamon Digital Map v2, DAI Pergamongrabung 2025

<https://geoserver.dainst.Org/catalogue/#/map/8434>).

The Red Hall, the main building of the entire complex, encloses a rectangular
interior (42 x 20.6 m) and was accessible from the west through a monumental
doorway (figs. 1. 3)6. The features of the more than 20 m high room prove that
it was a cella: the rear of the room is occupied by a massive podium that rises

more than a meter above the marble-encrusted floor of the room. A base is placed
on the podium, which must have once supported a colossal cult image - although
it is not known which deity was worshipped here7. At the foot of the podium, a

basin runs through the interior of the Red Hall. As the examination of the
associated water installations showed, the basin was not suitable for being filled with
water. Instead, it was used to collect water overflowing from a shallow pool to
the west and should therefore be more correctly described as a ditch.
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1;

Fig. 3: Plan of the Red Hall (on the basis of a plan made by O. Ziegenaus in 1973 in the Pergamon archive
at the German Archaeological Institute, Berlin).

A repaired floor area with a foundation deposit in the so-called ditch

For the description of the
sondages and cleanings see

Mania 2011, pp. 128-149.

The description of the find in
Mania 2011, pp. 136-139 is

given here in revised form. The
few pottery finds from Sondage
R and from the fill below the
ditch floor were re-evaluated
with the support of Anneke

Keweloh-Kaletta (DAI Istanbul).

In 2002 and 2003, excavations in the form of several sondages were carried out
in the building complex of the Red Hall. The aim of these excavations was, on
the one hand, to investigate structural details and, on the other, to obtain dating
material from the fill layers below the usage level of the complex8. The latter was
also the reason why Sondage R was placed in the trench at the foot of the podium
in the Red Hall: here, a collapse measuring 3.09 m in length and 0.61 m in width
was revealed in the otherwise very well-preserved alabaster floor along the western

side of the ditch (fig. 4a). The alabaster flooring, which had sunk by an
average of 0.21 m due to the lack of solid substructure (figs. 4b and 5), had been
broken several times here, making it, possible to penetrate into the underlying
fill layer and extract material from it without destroying the ancient floor9.

The alabaster floor in the area of the collapse is laid in a light pink-colored,
brick-containing mortar with chippings up to 4 mm in size (fig. 6a). Between
the subsoil of the trench, made of broken stones, rubble and lime mortar, and
the alabaster incrustation, there is an additional 0.2 m high fill in the collapse

area, consisting mainly of fragments of clay pipes and brick chips containing
mortar, the appearance and composition of which corresponds to the laying
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mortar in the area of the collapse. The alabaster floor in the other areas of the
ditch is laid in a mortar that contained much smaller brick particles. It can therefore

be assumed that the collapsed floor can be interpreted as a repair.
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Fig. 4: Sondage R. Left: (a) the state of the ditch before excavation with the sunken
alabaster pavement at its western side; Right: (b) during excavation after removing

the northern part of the damaged floor when the building coin deposit came to light
(cf. fig. 5; Photos: Archive of the Pergamon Excavation at DAI Istanbul, U. Mania 2003).

Fig. 5: Plan of the collapsed floor area with the coin deposit (Drawing: U. Mania 2003/2025).
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Nine reformed antoniniani (so-called aureliani) of Aurelian (2), Probus (4) and
Diocletian (3) were recovered from the aforementioned backfill which served to
restore the original laying level for the alabaster floor and was covered by the
brick chips containing mortar in which the alabaster slabs were laid, distributed
over an area measuring 0.54 by 0.40 m in the center of the repair site (figs. 4b,

5, 7). The spatial proximity of the nine coins (underscored by the fact that both
aureliani nos. 1-2 were found fused together by corrosion, Jzg. 8) and the
relatively narrow time frame they covered, seem to prove that they were all deposited

together. Furthermore, their location in the mortar of the alabaster floor not
only suggests the intentionality of the deposit during the laying of the floor slabs,
but also its definitive nature, as the coins were not intended to be recovered (nor
could they easily have been). In this context, it seems plausible that the coins
constituted an offering under the newly inserted alabaster floor10. This raises the
question of the purpose for which this depot of nine coins was placed in this
particular location, and what the depositor hoped to achieve with it.

Fig. 6a: Piece of the repaired part of the alabaster floor with the alabaster slab on the top and the brick chips

containing mortar underneath; 6b: Miniature stalactites in the lime mortared substructure of the floor of the
ditch (Photo: Archive of the Pergamon Excavation at DAI Istanbul, U. Mania 2003).

10 About: the difficulties in identi¬

fying hoards as "Bauopfer" see

ThOky 2016, pp. 42-43.
11 This canal contains clay water

pipes, which supplied water to
facilities in the Red Hall.

The excavation revealed considerable amounts of calcareous sinter behind the
vertical alabaster slabs at the west wall of the ditch and miniature stalactites
several centimeters long in small cavities in the lime mortared substructure of
the repaired floor of the ditch (fig. 6b). These observations led to two conclusions.

The first is related to the function of the ditch, which collected overflowing
water from the adjacent shallow pool and directed it into the water pipe in a
canal joined to the western side of the ditch11. The second conclusion is related
to the damage of the alabaster floor of the ditch: sinter and stalactites prove that
water over a long period penetrated through gaps between the alabaster slabs

and washed out finer components of the filling under the floor, i.e. in front of the
podium. This led to a substantial lowering of the floor in front of the western
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wall of the ditch and the canal's mouth. Even the repair could not stop this
successive deterioratioir, as the condition of the damaged area before the excavation
shows (fig. 4a).
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Fig. 7: Coin deposit in situ (Photo: Archive of the Pergamon Excavation at DAI Istanbul, U. Mania 2003).

The unsuccessful attempts to solve this problem had made it a hopeless case,
suggesting that, as a last resort, those responsible for the worship or construction

of the Red Hall made this coin offering in the hope of stopping the water
infiltration that was damaging the soil and causing it to subside. However, the
fragmentary condition of three of the nine coins draws our attention: a fragment
of the edge of both coins of Aurelian (nos. 1-2) is missing, while only an edge

fragment of Probus' aurelianus (no. 6) has been found. As the breaks are not
fresh, they could not have occurred during excavation, nor is it the result of
antique breaks that occurred after the coins were deposited, as we would then
have found the missing fragments during the excavation. It seems more likely
that they were deliberately broken with pliers. These mutilations may have
served to ensure that the coins had been definitively consecrated to the offering
and rendered useless within the secular world, as similar practices have been
documented for the early Empire in sanctuaries in Gaul and Britain12. Considering

the fact that the coins' perpetuity as a gift seems clear, given their location,
P. Kiernan rightly suggested that the act of mutilating in order to remove the
coins from circulation must have been a symbolic rather that a functional action13.

Be that as it may, the question remains as to why only three coins underwent
this mutilation. In the same way, one asks what happened to the missing
fragments of coins nos. 1-2 and 6, which were probably cut just before the offering
and should have been deposited together with the undamaged coins. Maybe they
are still to be found in the part of the mortar layer that has not been excavated,
which can be seen in the centre right offig. 4b.

12 Mutilated coins (e.g. portioned
coins like the coins no. 1-2 and

6 from the Red Hall) occurred

only on ritual sites (Kiernan
2001, pp. 22,25, 27); Aubin-
Meissonnier 1994, pp. 145-148

(slashed coins found on early
Roman sanctuaries in Gaul).

13 Kiernan 2001, p. 32.

f AWË8SÊ
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Fig. 8: Coins nos. 1-2 of the deposit, found fused together by corrosion (Photos: J. Chameroy).

Some ceramic finds come from the fill layer under the ditch and the canal
attached to it. Unfortunately, they are hardly meaningful due to the small
amount of material: only three fragments show significant shapes that allow a

classification. These are a Knickwandschüssel and a bowl with a straight rim,
both of which can be assigned to locally produced sigillata, and the fragment of
a chytra with a funnel-shaped rim. The three pieces cover a date range from the
second half of the 1st century BC to the beginning of the 2nd century AD14. The
wall fragment of a Micaceous Pergamene water jar cannot be dated more
precisely than the lst-3rd century AD15. Since these fragments were part of the filling
under the ditch, they cannot be later than the construction of the interior of the
Red Hall. Following this, it can be said that these ceramic finds at least do not
contradict the assumption that the building complex was completed in the Late
Hadrianic to Early Antonine period.

The practice of coin deposit and composition

14 The dating frame of the
Knickwandschüssel extends to the
2,ul century AD: Meriç 2002,

p. 67, cat. 325 pi. 29; Meyer-
SgHMCHTMANN 1988, pp. 107-

109, cat. 163 pi. 13; Puc.liese

Carrateu.1 1985, p. 76 form L19

pl. XVII.7.
15 Jafp 2014, p. 146.

16 TuOry 2016, pp. 48-50 with
examples reaching from the

provinces of Britannia to Syria.
The same practice can also be

observed in secular buildings
(ThOry 2016, pp. 51-54).

17 Müller Zeis 1994, pp. 70, 73,

78.

18 Donderer 1984, pp. 179-181.

19 ThUry 2016, p. 59 e.g. coin with
10VIVICTORI type in the
capital of Verona, or a coin with
Felicitas type in a house from
Angst,.

In the Roman period, the practice of placing coins (sometimes in a ceramic vessel)

as offerings in the foundations, under a cult basis, a mosaic floor, etc. of
sacral buildings, is attested throughout the empire16. In the system of
construction-related offerings established by R. Müller Zeis, our findings fit into the category

of offerings accompanying repairs: these were more frequent, were presumably

deposited by the craftsmen themselves and mostly consisted of coin
depositions17. M. Donderer has compiled building offerings from Roman dwellings

and notes that coin offerings can be observed in this area, especially under
floors and in wall plaster. Donderer also assumes that the craftsmen themselves

were responsible for the deposits and notes that these offerings were introduced
so late in the construction process that they can hardly be linked to the desire
for the building project to succeed18. Therefore, such offerings were presumably
intended to prolong the life of the building. At the very least, this intention would
also have been possible in the Red Hall, where repeated structural damage had
to be dealt with.

In some deposits, the coins seem to have been chosen on the basis of their
types, to carry a more specific message in connection with the building itself
during the offering19. This cannot be definitively stated in the case of the Red
Hall offering, even if the majority of the coin types figure Sol (4) who, as Helios
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or Baal, could have been one of the deities worshipped in the Red Hall, as its
interior is modeled on the characteristics of Syrian-Roman temples20. In any
case, it is worth noting that Sol reverses belong to the most common type of late
third-century aureliani. Moreover, a relationship between the five other types
(three reverses depicting Jupiter and the emperor, one Victoria, and one figuring
Diocletian and Maximian holding Victory on globe between them) and the function

of the building is more difficult to identify.
In addition, the mint distribution of the nine coins requires further comment:

Cyzicus (2) and Siscia (1) for Diocletian's aureliani, Rome (1), Serdica (1) and
Siscia (1) for those of Probus21 and Ticinum (2) for those of Aurelian. Despite
the small size of the sample (and considering that all mints represented in the
deposit were active during the years AD 274-294, except Serdica, which closed
after Probus), such a distribution does not seem to be due to chance. It rather
reflects that at the end of the 3rd century AD, fresh coins circulating at Pergamon
should come from the nearest mint place (Cyzicus) or even from Pannonia
(Siscia). Older ones, however, were struck in the middle (Siscia) or lower Danube

area (Sisak in Dacia mediterranea) and even in north Italy (Ticinum). Nevertheless,

the coins issued between Aurelianus' reform of AD 274 and Diocletian's
reform of AD 294 seem to have circulated in relatively small quantities in
Pergamon, as suggested by their scarcity on the site. Among the coin finds yielded
by the German excavations at Pergamon, only two denarii of Aurelian (fig. 9)
and Severina22, struck in AD 275 in Rome, have been recorded so far for the last

years of Aurelian's reign (AD 274-276), while coins of Probus, Tacitus, Florian,
Carus et sui are completely lacking. Coins of the dyarchy (AD 284-293) are just
as rare at Pergamon (one aurelianus of Maximian23, none of Diocletian).

Jérémie Chameroy, Ulrich
Mania: A late antique coin

deposit in the Red Hall of

Pergamon, SM 75, 2025,

S. 66-78.

Fig. 9: Denarius of Aurelian found in 1965 in the Asclepieion of Pergamon, struck in AD 275 in Rome

(2.14 g, 18 mm). FvP 102481; RIC V-1 no. 73; Estiot 2004, nos. 238-239 (Photos: J. Chameroy).

Earlier studies stressed that the scarcity of aureliani (AD 274-294) among the
coin single finds is a regional phenomenon observed on many sites in Western
Asia Minor (however, they circulated more widely in Greece and Roman Syria).
As in Pergamon, only very few specimens were recorded among the published
coin finds from Sardis (11 aureliani and 1 denarius), Ephesus (4), Aphrodisias
(6), while they are entirely absent from the coin find lists for Allianoi and Priene24.

In fact, during the period AD 274-294 when aureliani hardly came to Western
Asia Minor, old antoniniani of Gallienus, Claudius II, and his consecration's
antoniniani (so called Divo Claudio coins) as well as their imitations probably
formed the bulk of the small change used in these cities. In any case, abundant
single finds during excavations there (e.g. in Pergamon, 66 antoniniani of Galli-

20 Mania 2011, pp. 80-86.
21 The mint of coin fragment

no. 6 cannot be identified.
22 Regling 1913, p. 358

(non uidimus).
23 Regung 1913, p. 358

(non uidimus).
24 MacDonald 1974, p. 279;

Chameroy 2018, pp. 398, 400

to be supplemented with e.g.

DeRose Evans 2018, pp. 153—

154 (Sardis); Özbil 2021, p. 390

(Nysa); Tek - Köker 2024,

p. 361. (Aphrodisias).
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deposit in the Red Hall of of the Gallic Empire (AD 260-274) and, above all, imitations in the name of Tet-
Pergamon, SM 75,2025, ricus I (AD 271-274) and his son Tetricus II Caesar regularly occurred on the
S. 66-78. same sites (at Pergamon: 1 antoninianus of Victorinus, 14 antoniniani and imi¬

tations of Tetricus I or II)26, where they too fill the gap left by insufficient supply
of official fresh coins after AD 274.

After the 260s AD, most of the radiate coins struck in Rome for Gallienus,
Claudius II, his consecration issues and their imitations, were exported from
Italy to Western Asia Minor, where they probably circulated up to the end of the
3rd century AD at least. The hoard from Çanakkale (terminus AD 283-284),
including 2,981 antoniniani of Gallienus to Aurelian (three quarters of which
were struck in Rome), 13 denarii of Aurelian and Severina, 6 aureliani up to
Numerian and a handful of coins of the Gallic Empire (34)27, could testify to the
massive arrival of radiate coinage from western mints to the Asian coast. Some

Divo Claudio coins (and imitations) as well as Tetricus imitations used in Asia
Minor may have come directly from North Africa, where they circulated
abundantly from the 270's AD onwards. In any case, these coin exports from West to
East probably took the same routes used by the merchants crossing the
Mediterranean28.

25 Sources: Regung 1913, p. 358

and FvP. For other sites, see

preceding note.
26 See preceding note. For Asia

Minor, t he list is to be

supplemented with Tek - KOker 2024,

p. 63, note 107 and özbil 2021,

p. 390 (mentioning seven Gallic

imitations recovered in Nysa).

27 Pflaum - Bastien 1969,

pp. 7-8,17; CHRE ID 4003.

28 Chameroy 2018, pp. 399-401.

Fig. 10: Coins of the offering deposit (after cleaning by Ulrike
Lehnert, LEIZA; photos: J. Chameroy).
The photos in figures 8-10 were taken with the Danner photo-
system kindly loaned by the Römisch-Germanische Kommission
of the German Archaeological Institute (Frankfurt am Main).
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As a consequence, the deposit of the Red Hall (fig. 10) should not be considered
as a handful of coins randomly taken from the late 3rd century circulating small
change used at Pergamon. The nine aureliani that comprise it form a selection
of official, relatively high value coins that were rarely used for everyday purchases
but preferably hoarded: with ca. 5% silver, each aurelianus was very probably
equivalent to a multiple of the low silver content antoniniani and imitations that
make up the small change available at Pergamon and were deliberately excluded
from the deposit. However, the very broad date of issue of Diocletian's aureliani
(AD 284/288-294) only provides an imprecise terminus post quern for the deposition

of the offering. As after the reform of AD 294, radiate coins (antoniniani
and imitations, aureliani) probably still were available in Asia Minor and used
as small change of the new denomination - the laureate nummus - introduced
by Diocletian29, the deposition of the nine aureliani in the Red Hall could have
taken place between the late 280's and the early 4th century AD. Anyway, this is
the first hoard closing with coins of Diocletian found at Pergamon and, at the
regional scale, only the second ensemble (after the hoard from Troy, 193230)

mainly or exclusively consisting of aureliani found in Asia Minor.
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Conclusion

As an important result of the excavation, it appears that in the course of the
ditch's use, cracks in the alabaster floor and the water draining from it led to the
lowering and partial collapse of the floor on several occasions. During the last
documented repair, the nine aureliani deposited as offering in the bedding mortar

when the floor slabs were laid prove that the hydraulic engineering facilities
within the Red Hall were still being maintained at the end of the 3rd or the early
4lh century AD. Furthermore, the sinter formations beneath the repaired floor
show that the offering did not have the desired effect and that despite the renewed

collapse of the floor, the use of the basin and ditch continued further into
the 4th century AD.

Finally, the detailed presentation of the coins not only corrects the catalog
published in 2011 but also allows their interpretation to be clarified by drawing
attention to the mutilation of some of the coins (probably a gesture of worship)
and by placing them in the context of the coin circulation in the 270-290's AD
at Pergamon. Thus, if the offering does not seem to be the result of a choice by
reverse type, it represents at least a choice based on the denominations, consisting

of nine good radiate coins excluding debased antoniniani struck up to 274

AD and their imitations.

29 As suggested by the composi¬

tion of the hoards from Ankara

mixing 1 antoninian, 575 aureliani

and 307 nummi up to AD
310 (Kienast 1962, pp. 70, 72;

CHRE ID 6298) and from
Ephesus (199 coins consisting
of 5 antoniniani, 53 aureliani
and 141 radiate coins of the

first Tetrarchy up to ca. AD

295; Voetter 1913; CHRE ID

6299).
30 Bellinger 1961, pp. 201-211;

CHRE ID 4754: 36 antoniniani
and 182 aureliani from the

reigns of Aurelian, Tacitus,
Florian and Probus.
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