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the nearly constant use of plural nouns with
singular verbs (and vice-versa: s's are added to
or taken away from the ends of nouns for no
obvious reasons;; or the inability to form
adjectives from Roman names (thus, «the
Augustus era», p. 19. rather than Augustan;.
Others arc ridiculous, like having the words
countermak and countermark in the same sentence
(p. 18Ì! Obviously, much of this is totally
unimportant, though it is sad that carelessness
of this type, long a source of amusement to
holiday-makers when found on menus, should

appear under the imprimatur of a Swiss
museum! The English-speaking reader can
generally easily figure out what M means.
However, other mistakes quite literally make
the English version of M's perfectly clear
Italian text at best incomprehensible or. at

worst, completely misleading and absolutely
the contrary of what M intended. An example
of the first type is the following (p. 102).

«Il tipo retrogrado è chiaramente di imitazione

ed in questa forma non era precedentemente

noto, anche se il Mattinglv citava,
senza esempi, anche il tipo retrogrado come
non sembra essere particolarmente attcstata
l'associazione tra la PRO e la (IMP),
contromarche entrambe d'epoca Claudiana.»

Which turns into:
«The retrograde type in an obvious imitation

and was previously unknown in this form,
although Mattingly quoted, without providing
examples, the retrograde type. The association

between the PRO and the (IMP), both
belonging to the Claudius period, does appear
to be particularly either.»

But far. far worse is the use of the English
engrave or engraved to render the Italian battuto,
è stata apposta, etc. As on pp. 55-56, «... sia per
la posizione dove batlere la contromarca sulla
moneta.» «... and for the position where the
countermark had to be engraved on the coin.»
In other words, a reader with no ability to
check what the Italian text really says, and one
who believes that a translation in such a

lavishly produced book has to accurately
reflect its author's thoughts, will assume that
M thinks normal countermarks were
individually cut into the coin by hand, rather than
being stamped into it using a punch die. Since

just looking at the photograph of the coin and
its countermark shows how unlikely this is

elsewhere M talks about some countermarks,
a sign of a small operation, which were scratched/

graffila into a coin's surface) the reader may
well believe that if M is «guilty» of such a

mistake, his other observations will be equally
suspect. This is most unfair to M: he can be
blamed for his own errors, but to be criticized
for those made by his translator goes too far!

In summary, this is an interesting little
book, which presents a relatively minor collection

in a professional way. It can be faulted for
being overly ambitious, given the quality of
the coins themselves: for having a very poor
translation: and, frankly, for being rather
expensive. Vet it is also the first v olume of a

new series, and I think we should both
congratulate the members of the C.\T for their
enthusiasm, and look forward to further
publications on a higher standard.

Alan ]\~alker
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.AA .Archäologischer Anzeiger
ACNAC .Ancient Coins in Xorth American Collections
AUX Annali dell'Istituto Italiano di Numismatica
AJA .American Journal of Archaeology
AIN American Journal of Numismatics Fortsetzung von MX)
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(Paris/Londres 1880-92)

107



CAH The Cambridge Ancient Histoiy
CMS Catalogue des monnaies suisses SMK
CNI Corpus Nummorum Italicorum. 20 vol. Roma 1910 194(5

CNR Corpus Nummorum Romanorum
Dbg. H. Dannenberg. Die deutschen Münzen der sächsischen und fränkischen Kaiser/eil

Berlin 1876 1905
DOC: A.R. Bellinger / Ph. Grierson Hrsg. Catalogue of the Byzantine Coins in the Dumbarton

Oaks Collection and in the Whittemore Collection (Washington 1966 1973;
GX Geldgeschichtliche Nachrichten
GXS Gazette numismatique suisse SM
HBN Hamburger Beitrage zur Xumismatik
HX B.V Head. Historia Numorum- (Oxford 1911

HM/. Helvetische Münzenzeitung
IGCH C. H. Kraav / O. Morkholm /M. Thompson. An Inventory of Greek Coin Hoards New York 1973

JIAN Journal International d'Archéologie Numismatique
JNG Jahrbuch für Numismatik und Geldgeschichte
JRS Journal of Roman Studies
LIMC Lexicon Iconographicum Myihologiae Classicae Zürich 1981 ff.)
LNY Litterae Xumismaticae A'indobonenses
LRBC: R.A.G. Carson / P.V. Hill /J. P.C. Kent. Late Roman Bronze Coinage London 1960
MBNG Mitteilungen der bayerischen numismatischen Gesellschaft
MEC Medieval European Coinage Cambridge 1986IT.
MIB Moneta Imperii Bvzanlini
MIR Moneta Imperii Romani
MN .AXS Museum Xotes
MÖNG Mitteilungen der Österreichischen Numismatischen Gesellschaft
NAC: Quaderni Ticinesi. Numismatica e .Antichità classiche
NC The Xumismatic Chronicle
XCirc Spink's Xumismatic Circular
WM ANS Xumismatic Xotes and Monographs
NS .ANS Numismatic Studies
NZ Numismatische Zeitschrift
RBN Revue Belge de Numismatique
RE Pauly-Wissowa u.a.. Rcalcncyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft
Rec.gén. W. Waddington / E. Babelon / Th. Reinach. Recueil general des monnaies grecques d'Asie

Mineure Paris 1904 1912
RIC H. Mattinglv. F. A. Svdcnham et at.. The Roman Impérial Coinage
RIN Rivista Italiana di Numismatica
RN Revue Numismatique
RPC A. Burnett / M. Amandry / P.P. Ripollés. Roman Provincial Coinage London/Paris 1992 ff.
RRC M.H. Crawford. Roman Republican Coinage Cambridge 1974;
RSX Revue Suisse de Xumismatique SXR
SM Schweizer .Münzblatter GXS)
SMK Schweizerische Münzkataloge CMS
SXG Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum
SXR Schweizerische Xumismatische Rundschau RSN)
Traité E. Babelon. Traité de monnaies grecques et romaines. 2'' partie Paris 1910 1932
ZfX Zeitschrift für Xumismatik
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