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FINDS OF SWISS COINS IN LITHUANIA
Eugenijus Ivanauskas

There were no close cultural relations between Lithuania and Switzerland before the
16th century. With the Reformation, Lithuanians became influenced by John Calvin
and came to Swiss universities for study1. The Lithuanian chancellor Nicolaus Radvila
«the Black», an ardent supporter of the reformation, corresponded with Calvin2.

Economic ties between the two countries, however, were quite weak, owing to the
trade restrictions in countries in Central Europe. Swiss coins had therefore only small
chances of reaching Lithuania. The few specimens which were found in the country
must have come with German, Dutch or Polish merchants who traded in coins. They
only occur in hoards, not in single finds.

There was a first wave of speculation in foreign coins in Lithuania in the middle of
the 16,h century, when the country was flooded by German groats of lower value than
the local groats. The 1641 memorandum on mintage and usage of coins of Johann
Trilner, assayer of the Vilnius mint, reveals that two local reddish three-half-groats were
the equivalent of one German groat3. The people apparently overrated these foreign,
imported coins, and the assayer continues to explain the smaller value of the German
coins. At the end of the 16th and the beginning of the 17lh century, there was a
considerable import of German groats, '/_> batzen, 3 kreuzers (Groschen) and körtlings,
with a few Swiss coins of small denominations mixed in. The Ciudiskiai hoard contained
3 kreuzers (Groschen) of Zug of 1606 (fig. 1), the Suriskiai hoard 3 kreuzers (Groschen)
of Zug of 1603 and 3 kreuzers (Groschen) of Schaffhausen of 1596 (figs. 2 and 3).

The number of Swiss coins found in Lithuania is ver)' small compared with finds
from Poland4; the Lithuanian finds are fewer and poorer in quality. The discrepancy-
may be due to the fact that the Lithuanian people were poorer and perhaps less

educated than the Polish, so there was a larger part of the population which would shun
unfamiliar coins.

However, we cannot rely solely on hoards to evaluate the circulation of these Swiss
coins; they do not present a full picture. The coin evaluation tables which were
compiled by the Polish assayer K. Rictker and which illustrated foreign coins
circulating in Poland, and surely in Lithuania as well, list various Swiss coins which
did not occur in hoards1, but must have been melted down at the local mints.

The German coins which were well known and appreciated in Lithuania came from
the Central Western and Eastern part of Germany (Westphalia, Niederrhein, Kurrhein
and Saxony) and probably reached the country by waterways. No coins from Southern
Germany ^Oberrhein. Schwaben were found in Lithuania, so the few Swiss coins were
strays. The question whether they were purchased in the country of origin cannot be
answered.

1 V. BirziSka. Students from Lithuania in Foreign Universities during NIY XVIII Centuries
(Chicago 1987), 167 169.

2 P. Luksaitè. Radikalioiji reform cijos kryptis Lietuvoje Vilnius 1980 17. Opera Calvini.
vol. 18 11978;.

3 Photocopy of a document from the library of S. Janusonis Vilnius).
4 M. Mcclcwska, A. Mikolajczyk. Skarby monet z lat 1500-1649 na obszarze. PLR Inwcntarz

(Warszawa 1983).
5 K. Rytkier, Wizcrunek y szacunek mynic wszelakich cudozicmskich, iakoktorc w Koronic

Polskiey y wydawync bydz maia(...) (Krakow 1600, Reprint Warszawa 1965).
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With the Thirty Years War another wave of foreign coins flooded into Lithuania,
among them Swiss talers and half talers. They occur in five hoards altogether, datable
to 1643-1730: Salantai, Balninkai, Joneliai, Vilnius I and Vilnius II. They are mainly
half talers from Zug (fig. 4) and talers from St. Gallen, Schaflhausen and Basel (figs.
5 and 6). As they were found together with Dutch lalers and those of coastal states of
Germany, we can assume that they reached Lithuania via Holland.

We have information on these foreign coins from the announcement of the Polish
treasurer of 1650 which was made for Polish residents of Lithuania (fig. 7f. Spanish
kreuztalers (Albertus talers), the «bears», the «sheep», as well as similar types, were
tariffed at 80 Polish groats. Imperial talers were assessed at 90 groats while the Dutch
lion talers equated merely 66 groats. According to this announcement all the listed
foreign coins could remain in circulation until St. Michael's Day 1650 only; afterwards,
it said, the mint would purchase them. We can assume that only few people in Lithuania
knew the real value of Swiss talers and half talers. Moreover, there was a shortage of
talers in Lithuania, and every Swiss taler brought to the country generated a profit of
approximative 10 groats. It was therefore not profitable to return them to the mint,
and they continued to circulate as late as the 18th century.

Finds of Swiss Coins in Hoards of Lithuania

1 Ciudiskiai. Prienai district. Buried 1621/found 1941 43

Zug, 3 kreuzers (Groschen) 1606 fig. 1. Wielandt 32b)
Ref.: War Museum of Vytaunas the Great.

2 Surkiskiai. Kédainiai district. Buried 1624/found 1976

Zug, 3 kreuzers (Groschen) 1603 [fig. 2, Wielandt 28b)
Schaflhausen, 3 kreuzers (^Groschen) 1596 fig. 3, Wielandt 223a)

Ref.: Lithuanian National Museum.
3 Salantai, Krctinga district. Buried 1643/found 1903

Schaflhausen, taler 1620
St. Gallen, taler 1624

Ref.: Krctinga Museum.
4 Balninkai, Moletai district. Buried 1654/found 1989

Zug, half taler 1621

Ref.: M. K. Ciurlionis Art Museum.
5 Joneliai. Ukmerge district. Buried 1663/found 1988

St. Gallen, taler 162.. fig. 5, DT 1400)
Ref.: Private collection.

6 Vilnius I. Buried 1705/found 1981

Basel, taler 1624 [fig. 6, DT 1336c!
St. Gallen, taler 1624

Zug, half taler 1620 fig. 4, Wielandt 48a)
Ref.: Lithuanian National Museum.

7 Vilnius II. Buried 1730/found 1899
Schaflhausen and St. Gallen, talcrs 1621, 1624, 1632 (6 in all)

Ref.: The archive of the Institute of Archaeology of St. Petersburgh. F. 1. 1895. D. 293.
LL. 160-161. 1899. D. 97. LL. 1 4. 8. 12. 20.

Eugenijus Ivanauskas, I*. Krevis 41-20, Kaunas (Lithuania)

b Photo of the announcement from the library of S. Janusonis Vilnius
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iri laiattWÌietebnymWielmojnym,Wletmtìnym y Vrtdzpnym ich MM.i f**,
'<¦ .¦^bithttn-ttirßieh ; taltjt irtßymitßyiletm ludztom.a o/oblmie w Miaßaih Portmyth, MftMftiyminuk, cum

JW- 'K-l- jmeidifyg^ilulkimXu/lMeLittitßimitdacym.inadomocjynit. Ii/lo/macfit ilodatttitTt Vtmdpt^t/itiftr, td^/t dl Ctm

ßtßtWdtntgo Wdrßaie/kicg>,m^tkuM. DC XL Dzjtmarym odpramimept; na Ittorympo/ianomond itlt CommffytiMjnuind,cum el plenaria po.
Ay mtofitutfdiiephçdy, kttrt ttadlXzfijpolp przttiidWictjcnic y zaptfic/tmi Cnd/ych y poilronnyih rojiiyeh piciiltdzy fimi, onychrrduetit, ad pro-

y.<l°™}"hßtgoc)umtkdziwlise,o/ibiiymJcriptemyActcmfiiioityCommtfyty,tißytW
"">'mu,dowiadomticipMrborueiyli: dbymdU-varztjtnidfitdalßty /Andy ffttcihctuu tjeh itßyiltich

"tf»pok,tz.atoopifutt,ydtmadtmticiltßcehOky»idltloiiipoddii. ~

Z/muier/dittH zjtilym nintty.
i h Manti optl.it /alo/ rtcflCÌO /.«*) Idkp fitwtdintt nd prtbdih

"Naprzod. LtivkptotTalcry zupetnt.ntcmata ttticey aidlorvdni dot/tact fwotey.ßojuitefit dopro.
a!.""iib"^tr*!""*!,'¦ lyUf"lUty'iPolflticbdirty'proßyßtiC. ZlotowtpolymTateey, lunelakjeproptriudoidkputtgoiTr/yzjotowrgcfalera,niemai.tdolirtxi

KproßyPoljkich. Hißpanjkie RedUm Taltry rylkp zJtlycrTP.Ijktch dutamßyda/adzieC.idßei.. S-,y, »e Hißpanjkie To/try,Ttit'dimadkowc, y tt tt z.Ktzjttkdnu ;
It^y uilit tmpodobnt, fartant w rttbroSi, ani w Wddzt Hic conformata fu di Calera Imprndintjo ; takje fiaiuiiku Irttft mrmaia ty/kpio zjoly< b Pt>!lki,h dt*d,großydu'adjie-
bo/a /imperiarne, y tytkp io n-aja od fldryebrojma. a ltrdz.pofptlliu dotad roitiu z 1ankamt nidamant k-,1-, .mtmaia takje wait y dotto, i il- fobie wiiety tylko et trrofiy
rozumirco Putiate'kt't- y o Ortaclt do wjptntnitny, b Valtrom drukowanytb yfittplott-anytti. Wdrobmtyßty zdimontile taktijii prjtßroga > tditttjym ; t/SUfkit Po-

Y**tatylkoeodittagroj<.iy[tela?. Dntgiezaï Dudkt co ttpodwtyntmipro/iamimianuia, i mieJzyludpnipodurajtroß'dnjddulai t, numaitiyjaUruydokroCuytkftopojrrofm
IkoeopiillUs'ciepimmifiti Pojkteh, 2koratzr> "tdttt Pot/kiego imtttrijka piti IfMrmûtfm. Pitlac-Jti takje Siatkit n-ie es mr lytlioco popmfjrrofit. Sziéedtjtit potroyru"fSy""^i"/"t"r'kjff-''l'itdtm; afieUik) iakit%yjkiepokwartatka Puttnkj Slajkie, M klorych in/i npua y n/arz.Jrtyxiajtct.1 LtopoUa.yktortpodz.itd-.jenmiej.y

'sis, tylkp ijatûiH y doiri t moia ui/oùie yojiy oimyßeUg. Ktort to wßytltte Lndzozjemfktt pitniadzt tubo wity tni/oney « .ine -z-1 amane ttdnakjryc rut mai* tylko eo da
* a od S. Atnhata ttßytkie mai.tfit do Mynict oiraeai.poniewaj T*ìowa Moneta iticitUpoßanamenid tera,-ntisßey Commiffsryjrttrna itti m .Vtymeatk rot tona htdzjc.

'M
¦itfitUpi zß me mentala li)< iz.ttdwaiit.dMi ni odkifokrOMt, ly\oltjtti u h ktozschttzly^tlky ma/uni takiaift m^ i»ii,d, kiUprzsdan-ant ,dprzsz.ZUtmkt 4M KotUrzf

Mtnttw koromtyW. X.Lit. kuyeh.lakjt Xia/teia I. M.Pritjkitgo. y
tifdc.ponitwdi «<l proportionna 7î/yzfotoiftio Talerd ja kilt, > lUiro,-

Gddnjkith, toteil Ortow, Szfiflakan/, Peneri
•ttidj tylypr
nuli, Palititorakpu; CJroßow y Szttagiw, it ldkf dt ltd

lo inj ta zakdzjuu Monttd wßkpdt komtt miaTapoehodzji, tedy re/oluuiole takours /eruput, a jddoteiom ttßtcb Sianone dofiadzAide, yßkfdy lehtttrisgaadc. Wßyrfatdko-
f tHd/afi* tbrdcdlC.y Afyncarrfprzyzjmott p'akrory > /tuoi natipoSianoa/iont Jkupowat maté, dotte za nie mßt doire/retientpitnijdz/. y lakfptdeae idtoundakroc yurdtd
$ßt te btdz.it zdatr, ij takaißktda znatjrid zjltdkpwym zyiijemtm piemtdiy naßep.m:u man alt gdy d-tkgnale zitronem uÇttrn it to wryrfy.kaidy -z-zpoc man, ij prztztr

dnidlll.
vertaßejd nde/ym umori ex parle blu» Rcrpub:d«»ftldcc.
Mithatd Czsrwca, V" *"" 1t ßC, fwUtliiiiii'tf

itVfCnwacdo/yipowiiinoi,iln>oieytivu>d/j zinjentepienitdzj/, dzyttymrzec/y ttßytkiib nietylkt (juo'id viâualufalt Se inalio« vUnjitjdtytk,ßußuitpe^tt»ld faxt, ktrtt ZT
ti'lktdprz.eeJamyeriKupioiiiwgortpodruiu, tak.tcj za tHt/eutern onyik w.l retro putitipof/tpwa.. Aiekiioitßylkpwdoirymrzjtdzte y Sxetumtltj nsitjytey zjrßdmdjt, *
rp iprawddtzpr leffporutjony, plinti jadam ypioßl, éky ndtékultlìytkte rozjuejant > ; {luky/itoiey it.pa.tft rze, is.jkuie<,-itd amimtîdutrfid Irtta : to itH tdzttky kupm-
diojeyveUmieÇy kraepttniadzt,aky atlcuiufun i.ilhriliam ronß/, <>ira»et-i/> ije^ow/iytkiego mtdicuiDelatoromi,ddrupa dt Skaekm %ze ppotp oddauanatry.r-.a.

m-.ktonyky ilkt/reirdiakietioluiiekj luto ypieniadzeuryipozili Cztgo /eh MM PP Staro/huitpo^ranii/ni, takje Pi/ans Ctlmna Komtrail-MzjtkflmtkkttUet, tdkt
yßtc, uiidUVniutrfdluSiymtiiiepo, Xoku .fr". DC. XXX. 7hfci'£o.przr/lriega.pouinm. •Nitmntnytt Hdlt/y do -le/frzf/aiid fit zpacjnnj. <-»/>' Ifjiet/ip: aiy ptttß-it-

jmttdzy tlomtkami itdnofidynuyer/yti/nd > itidjrd ztßdtbaU, kloraptttdganinieyßty Commtjfytynjzridnfi, -ipo/lnnowin-ßy, itpr/tddt.Usmett-ßyikitk.ApotymdtMiaß
'oztßac kf*z.atem, dky ntltytk? ACyiit drze y Ztotniey, ktoe/y /rebra wtdte »ley do Mynicty robot Zßkupowa* ,y zjititu wtdtug u-dgi icy wyrdittu t-edatntein.iißi /) Ikt na mut
djyh. Dotakltyjt ueapi wßyfcy in genere Xupcy. klerjyiokplwttknduidgtkupuia y predata, con/ormawa. /it z/unttmjn-otm mai.t ; Jtiryt*ka»e dmttrjyu-nit wiednym

futtidwttdzjescidtilery.
Czspo lakkitßytltiewprzodVrzfdydtttfondltint,tak.o/oklmitVrzjdy Mityjkit, Cahmtßrzf. ZUtntty,pad tktttiAzltitmpt/yuat

¦tjfo yiiiutrfdtu itdntfityna map.1 po wßytktty Koromt zt/Uwala. A t/fit It/ iita tdkftb rn.iydmc, a o/oilime Zydtnt, klttjukekra Ollufltic. /übt te/yinßt udji
ijknpuiacniery/kojtttttiRc^numiiytvo/a.dttpr^iiiikpprdwuypriritJyey/woityonifiintlewaytopta Przrtogdylry kftryi^yJd/btiakjkt/nit^Xupitrz.ukim
ch Ctthmißrztmi Ztoenikpw, do Myaiceprr)ßtdl,dibopdtltkfliiiii\lJiim midOryt pt/lrze/ouy, /eebro ta{-m e na s(ark I.K.M.y ^zt'iypo^ per medium Delatori

--, dftmwtdleprutdndpdrdlt karany. Ktory io ntnitìfiy VUnitrßaabytympridziy do madornali! ujitihlmdzj kyttgltEmy, otifoGtt.U.hitfiytiiil-v jliiach m.
dny, dich MM. P P.Vrzedow iißclahiin HitmJkichjGn '' luth.ypoitlortpilmtiadàm )/mßt,abyi,nigyifyrz/efyz.kluiymetpdd/t tt/ttturru mdatpriurtt

hty ivirUßefd nticìymmttoii ex parie filu»Rtt(>ub:d»|e1idct. A dUmtkftJ ita^t ypcuinos.i podpt/itlmfirikf»td/né,ypittz/cmuttkiiimtprìr-
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