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THE BALLAEUS HOARD FROM RIZAN
IX THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM, OXFORD

Giovanni Gorini

Among the numismatic material bequeathed by the late J. M. F. May to the Ashmolean
Museum, there is a group of 52 worn bronze coins belonging to a hoard acquired by May

probably in Rizan i Yugoslavia before the second World War. A short account of this hoard
had been given in Coin Hoards 1. 1975. 28 no. 88 but it seems to me that it deserved to
be studied more in detail.1

Until the present day- little is known about the history of King Ballaeus and we know
nothing about the chronology ofhis reign. Now however some new archaeological material,
this hoard of bronze coins, and still other material, as May's manuscripts which I was able

I am deeply indebted to Dr. C. VI. Kraav. who gave me the opportunity to study this hoard in the

summer of 1977 and in October 1978 at the Ashmolcan Museum in Oxford. Many thanks also lo Dr.
Michael Metcalf for providing me with the plaster casts in 1982 after cleaning the coins illustrated. This

paper was submitted for publication in Coin Hoards VIII which is not yet published. As I think it is relevant
to the chronology of Ballaeus' coins. I thank the editors of SVI for accepting the article in this journal.
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