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THE REIGNS OF ANTIOCHUS VIII
AND ANTIOCHUS IX AT DAMASCUS

Arthur Houghton — Wilhelm Miiseler

To students of Seleucid history the final, convulsive years of the Empire have been
among the most difficult to trace. The absence of adequate numismatic material has often
made it impossible to know accurately which king ruled at which location, and the
consequent historical silence has led some scholars to impute periods of rule for individual
rulers which, with time and the discovery of new coins, have then needed substantial
revision.

A case in point is the city of Damascus during the reigns of Antiochus VIII Grypus and
his half-brother Antiochus IX Cyzicenus, antagonist claimants to the Seleucid throne who
ruled in Cilicia, Syria, Pheonicia and Coele-Syria between 121 and 95 B.C. The known
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