Zeitschrift: Schweizer Munzblatter = Gazette numismatique suisse = Gazzetta
numismatica svizzera

Herausgeber: Schweizerische Numismatische Gesellschaft
Band: 33-37 (1983-1987)

Heft: 140

Artikel: An overstrike of Akragas on Corinth

Autor: Westermark, Ulla

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-171359

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.02.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-171359
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

g 35

November 1985

-5. 057

Heft 140

)Y 5 s .o
SCHWEIZER MUNZBLATTER

Gazette numismatique suisse

Herausgegeben von der Schweizerischen Numismatischen Gesellschaft

Publiée par la Societé suisse de numismatique

Redaktionskomitee: Prof. Dr. H. A. Cahn, Basel, Mme Denise de Rougemont, Neuchitel,
M:* Colin Martin, Lausanne

Redaktion: Dr. H. Voegtli, c¢/o Postfach 3647, CH-4002 Basel
Administration: Mme A. Schwartz, Petit-Chéne 18, CH-1003 Lausanne, c.c. p. 10-23071

Erscheint vierteljahrlich - Abonnementspreis:
Fr.50.- pro Jahr (gratis fur Mitglieder der
Schweiz. Numismatischen Gesellschaft) - In-
sertionspreis: Viertelseite Fr. 100.- pro Num-
mer, Fr.350.- im Jahr. Die Mitglieder der SNG
erhalten gratis: Minzblatter und Numismati-
sche Rundschau. Beitrag fiir lebenslangliche
Mitgliedschaft Fr. 1600.-, JahresbeitragFr. 80.-

Revue trimestrielle Prix d’abonnement:
fr.50.- par an (envoi gratuit aux membres de
la SSN) - Prix d’annonces: Un quart de page
fr.100.- par numéro, fr.350.- par an. Les
membres de la SSN regoivent gratuitement:
Gazette numismatique et Revue de Numisma-
tique. Cotisation de membre a vie fr.1600.-,
cotisation annuelle fr.80.-

Inhalt - Table des matiéres

Ulla Westermark: An Overstrike of Akragas on Corinth, S.85. - Chris /. Howgego: Greek Legends

and Roman Types: A Neronian Enigma, S.88. - Fritz Aubert: Monnaies trouvées lors de la

restauration de 1’église Saint-Vincent a Montreux, S.92. - Friedrich Wielandt: Zur Minzpragung

des Fiirstabts Beda von St. Gallen (1773), S.100. - Jean-Paul Divo: Der Grabstein eines Halden-

steiner Minzmeisters, S. 101. - Paul Huguenin: Les médailleurs et graveurs loclois III, S.105. -

Nekrologe-Nécrologies, S. 108. - Altes und Neues-Nouvelles d’hier et d’aujourd’hui, S. 109. -
Der Buchertisch - Lectures, S. 110.

AN OVERSTRIKE OF AKRAGAS ON CORINTH

Ulla Westermark

A restruck, archaic didrachm of Akragas in Sicily was recently, very generously,
presented to the Royal Coin Cabinet, Stockholm, by Miinzen und Medaillen AG, Ba-
sel.

Obv. AK/PA, eagle standingr.
Rev. Crab, below CAX.
7.82 g. Inv. No101 163. Fig. 1.

The coin belongs to the last group IV of the archaic didrachms of Akragas. This
group comprises 12 obverse dies and 38 reverse dies. Most die-pairs are represented
by a large number of specimens, in this case nineteen. The special interest of the pre-
sent coin is that it is overstruck on a Corinthian stater of Ravel’s group I'. The traces
of the underlying type are not very clear, but the «ring» behind the eagle can, I think,
hardly be anything else than the koppa of the Corinthian coin. The body of the under-

" O.Ravel, Les «poulains» de Corinth, tome I (1936).
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lying pegasus can be traced in the way the tail and legs of the eagle are curiously cut
off, and there are faint traces of the pegasus’ head above K in the legend (Cf. fig. 2).
The reverse of the first Corinthian series has an incuse of swastika form, often very ir-
regularly placed, and surrounded by a flat surface. The Akragantine crab within its
round incuse has here obliterated the original square swastika incuse, leaving the flat
surface to the left unchanged. The spread fabric of the coin is in fact that of the origi-
nal Corinthian stater and differs from the normal, more thick and dumpy shape of
Akragas group I'V.

The influence of Corinth in the West during the late 6th and early 5th centuries
B.C. is attested by overstrikes and by the use of the Corinthian standard but not by
hoards, as no coins of Corinth occur in the hoards of that period*. The re-use of Corin-
thian coins is better documented for Magna Graecia than for Sicily, where overstrikes
on pegasi are very rare. . Of the three early Sicilian mints, Akragas, Selinus and Gela,
which issued didrachms on a standard equivalent of that of Corinth, a few overstrikes
on Corinthian undertypes are known for Akragas and Selinus but none vet for Gela.

Two didrachms of Akragas belonging to the earlier groups I and II and struck over
Corinthian staters of Ravel’s group II with an Athena head reverse, were briefly men-
tioned by me in an earlier article* and have recently been more fully treated by Gar-
raffo®. Three more specimens in Garraffo’s catalogue, no 2 (Akragas gr II) and 4a-b
(Akragas gr IV) might all be restruck on Corinth, but the traces of the undertypes are,
especially for 4a-b, very indistinct. The new piece is, however, with certainty restruck
on Corinth I. The most common dates given to that series are ¢ 570-515 B.C. ¢ Group
IV of Akragas may be dated within the period ¢ 483-472 B.C. It means that the origi-
nal coin is considerably earlier than the overstrike. That there can be a considerable
time-lag between the undertype and the re-striking is evident also from other exam-
ples. A good parallel in our case is an overstrike of Selinus, which has been known for

? G.K. Jenkins, A note on Corinthian coins in the West, ANS Centennial Volume (1958),
367-370.

* The entire material is now easily available in the excellent newly published book by S. Gar-
raffo, Le riconiazioni in Magna Grecia e in Sicilia (1984).

¢ U.Westermark, Overstrikes of Taras on didrachms of Acragas, Essays in Honor of Marga-
ret Thompson (1979), 292-93.

* Op.Cit., p.133:1 and 3, pp. 46, 138-39. Note for no. 1 the better identification of the Co-
r:nthlan type (p.- 46, also Miinzen und Medaillen AG Basel, Sale 52, 1975, 61).

¢ C.M. Kraay, Archaic and Classical Greek Coins (1976) 79- 80 of M. Price and N. Waggo-

ner, The «Asyut» hoard (1975), 76-79.
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a long time; a double-sided didrachm dating from the end of the period ¢ 500-480
B.C. and thus roughly contemporary with our coin and, like it, restruck on an archaic
stater of the first Corinthian series’. This evidence of how long old Corinthian coins
could remain in use in the area is in concord with Kraay’s contention that obsolete
coins were normally used for overstriking®, though that was certainly not always the
case and cannot be accepted as a general rule®. As to our coin also the low weight (7,82
g, standard weight 8,60 g) indicates that the original was both old and much worn
from long circulation when being restruck.

Overstrikes of Akragas on foreign coins are, as mentioned, very rare. Its coins were
more frequently re-used by Italian mints, especially by Metapontion and Kroton.
Garraffo’s catalogue comprises 35 overstrikes of Kroton from the incuse period, of
which no less than 20 are on Akragas. The majority belongs to the dumpy incuse pha-
se, dated by Kraay to ¢ 480/75-440 B.C. and restruck on Akragas IV. I take the op-
portunity to illustrate here a new specimen (fig. 3)'°. It is of the same category as Gar-
raffo pl. XI: 2 ff., but seems worth illustrating as the undertype is unusually visible.
An Akragantine didrachm of a similar die-pair is illustrated in fig. 4.

[Mlustrations

Stockholm, Royal Coin Cabinet

Stockholm, Royal Coin Cabinet; SNG Sweden I, 79
Bank Leu AG Zurich

Private Collection

0O R —

7 W.Schwabacher, Die Tetradrachmenpriagung von Selinunt, Mitteilungen der Bayerischen
Numismatischen Gesellschaft 43 (1925), 29 note 4; Garraffo, p. 138: 1.

* NC 1960, 77.

° Cf. the overstrikes quoted above note 5: cf S.P. Noe, The Coinage of Metapontum 1-2, 3rd
ed. 1984 with additions by A Johnston, 49.

' Mrs. Silvia Hurter, Bank Leu AG, Ziirich, has kindly sent me the photograph.
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