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A NEW COINAGE OF THE EASTERN CELTS
REPORTED FROM SLOVAKIA

H.Bartlett Wells

The Slovakian numismatic annual Slovenskä Numizmaiika VI Biaiislava. 1980
contains at pages 23-90 an article by Dr. Eva Kolnikovà. a senioi scholai who is executive
editor ol the publication, on a coin hoard lound ai a locality called Piicic amid the
Carpathians ol easternmost Slovakia '. She offers an analysis which is historical, typological
and metrologica!, and presents conclusions on the basis ol these nn.ins ol considering
the hoard.

Among her conclusions are ones holding thai the 237 coins involved are all silver
«tetradrachms» of the eastern Celts imitating those ol Philip II ol Macedon. and that
they represent the entirety, so far as is now known and with inno likely exceptions, ol the
coin class involved in the hoard. This endows the report N\ith exceptional interest, si nee-

it is not every day that numismatic science has an opportunity to c onsidei what is n ii tu-
allya new and separate coinage from ancieni unies.

The narrative is to the effect tli.it in 1968 a farmer ol the Pticie parish visited the
regional studies museum ol the Humcnnc district, within which the parish is contained,

and inquired about the value ol a single coin which he exhibited. It ns.is onK In
degrees that museum authorities managed to leai n thai the farmei held a major aggregation

ol coins, and to presene them lor the museum. According to the farmer's statement

he discovered the hoard in the spring ol 1950 as he ns.is ploughing a slightly
elevated section ol field upon agricultural land within the parish. The plough stiuck an
earthenware vessel and broke it. The findei and his mollici, who was present, were
intent upon gathering the coins exposed and paid no attention to the fragments of the
vessel. Two hundredand thirty-seven coins reached the museum2. There may, ol course,
have been more, but since none have come to light in the intervening twelve years they
were probably few in number.

.All the coins imitate tetradrachms of Philip II. and Di. Kolnikcn.i finds that their
most likely immediate prototype is another and more direci Philip 11 imitation which
she refers to as «the so-called Audoleon class»3. Hei use ol the name has warrant in
that the prototype she has in mind (an example ol nvIik li is desc i ibed and illustrated in
Gaebler's Makedonia und Paionia. volume III in Die antiken Münzen Nord-Griechenlands,

Berlin 1935. page 205, No. 13, and plate XXXVIII.7 bears an inscription
AVADAEONTOS : vet that prototype is in all othei respects an imitation ol Philip
II. not ol the tetradrachms issued bv the Paionian king Audoleon. Lise of the name
Audoleon here is confusing, because it also crops up elsewhere in the numismatics of
the eastern Celts, for instance in the subdivision «with monogram ofAudoleon-X type»
within the Tulghies-Miresu Mare class4. From the typological point ol vices, the
tetradrachms ol the Larissa-Apollo Amphipolis class5 with their lacing head having sharply
upturned locks of hair at the level ol the chin also resemble the familiar tetradrachms
issued bv Audoleon ol Paionia.

1 HromadiiN Nâlez Kcltsko-Däckvch Minci z Piie'ia. Referred to in footnotes hereinafter as
« Kolnikovà».

2 Kolnikovà. p. 23-24.
3 Kolnikovà. p. 62.
4 Preda, C. : Monedele Geto-Dacilor 11973). pp. 132-142.
5 Ibid. pp. 132-142.
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Dr. Kolnikovà finds thai there are oiih two likel) additions to the coinage found .it
Pticie. One ol these has been in the Bibliothèque Nation.de at Paris, without indication
of provenance, since before 18996. The ottici is reported in a history ol the culture ol
Son ici Transcarpathia (an area which .idjoins easternmost Slovakia) at the threshold ol
the Christian era7.

Ilie Pticie coins are ol good silver (apparently no spectrum analyses have been
undertaken as Net: these would be of great interest The weights range Irom 12.21 to
14.89 grams. The coins come horn five obverse dies and fourteen reverse dies. The
author is able to linei linkages joining all 237 coins into a single issue, by discovering
In si two groups among elicili Nvhich link a numbei of sub-groups internally, and then a

link which binds the levo major groups internal h. This link is her i everse die H. which
was used with obverse dies B. C. and E to strike coins in the lii si gi oup, and also with
obverse die D to strike coins within the second gi oup8. (It may be remai keel thai reverse
die J is also such ,i link, in that ii was used with obverse dies A and 1 to strike coins
within the first group and with obverse die D to strike coins within the second group.)
The author tone hides thai both groups, and hence all the coins, arose within the same
mint. She also believes thai the second group arose within a certain, nci not very great,
time interval allei the fusi group9. Might one noi suggest that with two die-linkages
between the groups in place ol the one she reports, thai time interval was in fact very
bi ici indeed.-' Pei Imps the coins were created almost in a single run.

Fig. 1 Tetradrachm; Bibliothèque Nationale. Pai is. Im No. 9832

11 ii 11 ol these coins were in fact made moie oi less at the same time and were kept
together (as could readily occur in the event thai the) were a community treasure rather
than a commonplace shopping medium), then one would expect individual <oins to
reflect little or no Nvear Irom circulation, as distinguished from (lie weai upon the dies
that has been reflected as a result ol the process ol 111,111111,11 ture Iin striking. Kolnikovà
does not comment regarding wear Irom circulation, and in lutine siucU ol this gioii]) ol
coins horn Pticie it might be interesting to pin sue tli.it matter as well.

Kolnikovà presents photographs ol each coin in the hoard. As frequenti) occurs.
these have not reproduced exceptionally well. Bui she has added < le.ir drawings (the
first sheet ol which is reproduced herewith) to show how she .111 anges the coins in nine
typological classifications. Within these classifications she also illustrates variants in

some numbei", reflecting stages in the degeneration ol the dies used w ithin the particular
classification. From (his arrangement and the- signs ol rapid die deterioration one

6 Muret. E., and Chabouillet. A. : Catalogue des monnaies gauloises de la Bibliothèque Nationale.

Paris 1889. No.9832. I thank the Bibliothèque Nationale for the photographs of that coin
and lor authorization to publish them herewith.

7 Bielzil'a. V.l. : Istorija kul'turi Zakarpatt'a na 1 ubezi nasoi cri. Kiev 197 1. p. 86, fig. 38. 1.
8 Kolnikovà. p. 74-75; diagram on p. 70.
9 Loc.cit.
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Fig. 2 Examples ol the Kolnikovà tNpologieal tabulation ol the oins Irom Pticie
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38



might suppose that the dies used were ol ver) soli metal, probably bronze ol low tin
content, which wore and blurred almost Irom one coin sii in k to the next, and that the
dies were amended at frequent intervals. Differences in qualit) of workmanship give
Di. Kolnikovà the impression thai a numbei ol persons having varying degrees ofskill
and experience were at work in the mini,0.

The obverse dies are considered lo have been used much longer than those for reverses,

and to have lost their originally high quality through progressive wear. On the
other hand, since reverse dies were pie-pared more frequently i five obverse dies vs. fourteen

reverse dies), the) reflect to a greater extent the increasing barbarization which
results li om attempts to copy dies at more and more distant removes from the underlying

model. Dr. Kolnikovà concedes that this ma) arise Irom a striving after originality
¦is compared with the types ol other tribes 01 social groups ", whereas at the same time
the obverse design, perhaps being ol less interest as a criterion ol tribal association (witness

its complete disappearance in the Vel'k) Bysterec/-Gross-Bysteretz-/type, sometimes

called the «Colini» type12), becomes stereotyped as time progresses. It is not clear
y\li.it weight should be given to tli.u concession, in the light ol the oilier evidences of
uniloi niitv and ol rapidity ol exec tition which this coinage offers.

West ci n i ciders evill be sui pi ised at l he e aillions and thorough dise ussion Dr. Kolnikovà

finds it desirable to oiler13, at this late date, regarding the question of whether
coins ol the eastern Cells were strut k. 01 c ast in dies. I his pi obabh reflects the fact that
some numismatic Nvriting in the central and eastern European areas (nvìiIiìii Rumania
specifically) has in fairly recent years defended the easting theory. Dr. Kolnikovà does in
the end, as one might expect, come down on the side ol striking eviili dies at this stage
and NN it bin this general aiea ol the coinage ol the casi ein Cells.

Chronologically Kolnikovà places these coins probabl) al the middle ol the 2nd century

B.C.14. Alt hough i she concedes that the Pticie coins are siili an oil shoot of the earlier

main phase of the Celto-Dacian coinage, particular!) as it is manifested in the
western Hungarian conni ics ol Nógràd and Hc'-ncs (the «so-called Audoleon type») and
in Transylvania (the Tulghies-Miicsu Maie i\pc). and that ilicic is not Net here any
reflection pi the reduced weight, the scyphate shape, and the debased silver of the
second main phase Nvhic h set in at about thai lime15, she nevei theless considers that the
degree ol siylization justifies placing the Pticie group at so late- a dale as this.

It seems, however, thai there is a metrologica! lac un which militates in favor of an
earlier dating, perhaps soi new here around 200 B.C. or even a little earlier. For her pari
Di. Kolnikovà indicates thai the calculated aggregate weighl of all illese 237 coins is

2916.77 grams (this ligure also appeals in the German sumnian and in the Russian
summaiN ,ik ompanving her article), and that the ai ithmelical average weight per coin
is 12.30 grams, which is in lact the ligure one secures In dividing 237, the number of the
coins, into 2916.77, the aggregate weight in grams which is used here. She senses the
lact that the figure ol 12.30 grams will noi do (although she has noi eliminated it from
her German and liei Russian summaries!, and resolves to disregard it16. She presents
what might be described as a very simple and genei al frequency table, as follows:

10 Kolnikovà. p. 65.
11 Kolnikovà. p. 69. citing Winkler. E: Slamile si siimi nioneelelor daco-getiee. Apulum. 7.

1968, No. l.p. 228.
12 Forici. R.: Keltische Numismatik der Rhein- und Donaulande2 1968), Voll. p. 151 with

lig. 288.
13 Kolnikovà. p. 70-73.
14 Kolnikovà. p. 82.
15 Kolnikovà, p. 81 ; Preda, p. 183.
16 Kolnikovà, p. 76.
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Thereare 3 coins weighing Irom 12.21 to 13.00 grams;
52 coins weighing from 13.01 to 14.00 grams;

182 coins Nveighing horn 14.00 lo 1 1.89 grams;
- and then she goes farther with respect to the second categoi y, reporting that of its 52
coins only five fall from 13.01 to 13.50 grams, the remaining 47 more e losch approaching

14.00 grams17. The arithmetical average weight ol 12.30 grams secured on the basis
of the received aggregate Nveight ol 2916.77 grams does, in the light even ol this simple-
table, become absurd. That is still more clearly demolisti alvei In the fat t thai the coin ol
least weight among the 237 comes to 12.21 giams - and this being so. the average
weight ofall is still to be 12.30 grams

It is a pitN that Dr. Kolnikovà did not heed this alarm bell Nshicli she hersell had
sounded, and take two very simple further steps in oidei to resolve hei suspic ions
concerning these points. Site presents on her pages 34-41 the individual weight tor each ol
die 237 coins, and upon adding those weights togethei several pei sons, working
separately and with mechanical aids such as bank calculating machines and mathematical
computers, have agreed in finding dial the aggregate weight lor all 237 coins is 3353.42
grams (this may siili be wrong, bin not so mue li so am longer). On thai basis the- ai lth-
metical average weight is 14.149 grams.

The second step is to draw up a complete frequenc) table foi the 237 coins. It is difficult

to transpose the graph into a compact loi m suitable loi ease publication, but the

following attempt may be made:

Coin weights Number of coins Coin weights N umber ofcoins

12.21-12.30 grams 1 13.61-13.70 grams 4

12.31-12.40 grams 0 13.71-13.80 grams 6

12.41-12.50 grams 0 13.81-13.90 grams 14

12.51-12.60 grams 1 13.91-14.00grams 21

12.61-12.70 grams 0 14.01-14.10 grams 36

12.71-12,80 grams 0 14.11-14.20 grams 34

12.81-12.90grams 1 14.21-14.30 grams 46

12.91-13.00 grams 0 14.31-14.40 grams 24

13.01-13.10 grains 0 14.41-14.50 giams 16

13.11-13.20 grams 0 14.51-14.60 grams 13

13.21-13.30 grams 0 14.61-14.70 giams 4

13.31-13.40 grams 2 14.71-14.80 giams 1

13.41-13.50 grams 4 14.80-14.89grams 3

13.5 1-13.60 grams 3

Setting aside the three utter spoils at 12.21. 12.55. and 12.86 grams, this yields a

beautifully balanced curve starting with two coins at 13.3 1-13.40 grams, rising sharply
to a summit at 14.01-14.10, 14.11-14.20, and most particularl) 14.21-14.30 grams,
and then hilling, but a little more gradually, to three coins ai 14.80-14.89 grams. The
weight standard thus evidently tails in the neighborhood ol 14.20 grams, and it is

perhaps the inadequacy of the weighing system employed lincici the circumstances ol this
Celtic society remote Irom the Mediterranean world thai accounts lor the equal spread
of weights both above and below that standard, whereas the mints ol laic classical anii-
quity one would expect fewer coins above the slanciarci than below it.

This arithmetical average of 14.149 grams is a very high ligure loi a Celto-Dacian
tetradrachm (the same is true ol the apparent standard ol 14.20 grams, bui since ligures

17 Kolnikovà, p. 7 5.
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foi arithmetical averages are moie readii) accessible loi purposes ol comparison we
may set the supposed standard aside).

Such an average compares very well witli extreme uppei-limit uses loi the
tetradrachms of Philip II ol Macedon himself In Ins volume Le Monnayage d'Argent et
d'Or de Philippe II. Le Rider eiies on page 345 a partie ulai I) selce t and well-preserved
group of 86 Philip tetradrachms coming from the Kalaniai ia hoard.Their weights ranged

from 14.37 giams to 14.49 grams. The arithmetical average came lo about 14.435

grams. This may be taken as high lor the underlying prototype, and the Pticie average is

within 0.30 grams of it.
Fui thei moie, Preda speaks18 ol the G iscni-Bcichics type ol coinage within Dacia to

die following effect: the coins ofphase a ol dial coinage-1 un h oni 1 2.9 S to 14.85 giams,
Nvith most coins over 14 giams; the light pieces are an exception; the average Nveight is

14.07 giams: and that average is the high esi registered forali the categories ol the- local
coins of Dacia known tlitis far - save for the imitations ol the Philip 111 type, which are
based on the underlying weight standard ol the teuachae hm ol Alexanclii the Great,
heavier than that ol Philip II. The coins ol phase a ol the Ci iscni-Bci c Im s type ai e ol
good silver, as Dr. Kolnikovà finds the Pticie coins to be. Dr. Preda dates phase a ol the
Ci iseni-Ben hies type to approximately the end ol the 3rd centurv B.C.

Since i lie Plie ie coins are ol even greater average weigh t than these, and are apparently
ol silver perhaps nearly oi even quite as good, one miglii like to see lui ilici study

undertaken in order to determine whether thev ma) noi be ol equal age. instead ol onci
fifty years younger.

Willi regard to the position which the Pticie coins occup) within the archeologica!
history of eastern Slovakia during this general time period. Dr. Kolnikovà s.ins thai
archeologica! finds to date demonstrate that «the lirsi Celtic tribes penetrated there
during the course of the 3rd century B.C., bui particularly at the beginning ol the 2nd
century B.C. Finds from the graves of Celtic warriors slum thai the new settlements
were taken sword in hand. The archeological finds Irom this period ai e not numerous.
On this basis there has come into being a view to the elice t thai the new Celtic population

mingled with an aboriginal native population ol the late Hallstatt Kustanovice
culture.»19

She concludes thai we may suppose that eethe coin hoard from Pticie represents a tribal

output ol some one ol the numerous Cehic or Dacian tribes having centers in this
northern Dacian area which was closely associated not onl) nvìiIi northwestern and
eastern Rumania but also with the territory ol present-da) eastern Hungary, the adjoining

portions ol Transcarpathia, and eastern Slovakia Probably n ade, (rihai shilis.
and conceivably also profit motives removed the hoard from the place ol its origin to
the valley not lar Irom the conlluence ol the Laborer and the Cirocha i ivers which is the
sue ol the present Pticie. The reasons lor its being bui nel in the ground, a state which
continued tor mene than inno thousand years, cannot be an ived at today. Fear ol losing
property will have played its part in this instance too. B,ic k ol this there always lav dan-

gei. the scope ol which is attested by the fact the the pei son who i oik ealeel the hoard
never came back to recover his property »20

This is very well. But there is pei haps a more pointed conjecture that ought also to be

put forward and subjected to testing against archeological facts already known or to
become known. Dr. Kolnikovà savs in an earlier passage that «themini whose products
are represented in the deposit from Pticie obviously belonged to a nicely prospering eco-

18 Preda, p. 18.
19 Kolnikovà. p. 82.
20 Kolnikovà, p. 87.
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nonne and social center»21. If « trade, tribal sili i t s. and conceivabl) also profil motives
removed the hoard from the place of its origin» to Pticie. nu- kinnv ol other coinages
thai were apparently ambulatory: lor example, Preda's Husi-Vov i icsti type, which
seems to have been issued bv a group of migrants conimene ing in weslci n Rumania jusi
betöre the end of the 3rd centui y B.C.. proceeding around the northern slope ol the
Carpathians through what is now Soviet Transcaipathia in the \'u si hall ol the 2nd e eiiiui n

B.C.. and coming to relative rest in Moldavia around the end ol the 2nd century B.C. ".
If ti'ibes were in motion at the cai liei ol these dates, iii.in the Ptic'ic people noi have been

one of them, perhaps coming from more or less the same original settlements?
II easternmost Slovakia Nvas settled bv Celts cesword in hand» n\Iio «mingled» Nvith the

peoples already domiciled there, and il the burying ol this hoard reflects «danger, the

scope of which is attested by the fact that the person who concealed the hoard ncvci
came back to recover his property. » we know ol othei hoai ds whit h seem to have been
buried in the face of military disaster. Such a suggestion has been i aised in c onnection
with the 1968 Sitichoro hoard from Thessaly, which some have thought might be the

camp treasury of the pretender Andriscus, claiming the appellation ol Philip VI ol
Macedon, alter his deleat in 148 B.C. by the Romans. I his whole separate Pticie currency,

with the possible exceptions ol the Paris and the 1 ranscarpathian individual pieces,
seems to have been packed into a ceramic vessel and concealed. Need il Ii.inc- been the

property of an individual.'
Let us suggest instead, merely as a conjecture to be weighed, that this iii.in have been

the eniiie liquid capital ol a tribal group which sought to migrale into the- Carpathians
ol Slovakia xs it h its silver minted into these unprecedentedly heavy coins: that the tribe
iii.in have been utterly defeated in battle; and thai us surviving members laid the coins
away, all in a pot, which ihev buried ai Pticie. proposing to come back for it later -
something which they never did.

This conjecture, like the metrology ol the coins, would seem to lall in better with a

date just before 200 B.C. for these events, than it would with the dale ol approximate!)
150 B.C. proposed by Dr. Kolnikovà.

One would like to go over the Humenné districi nvìiIi a metal detector .met see whether

remains of metal weapons do not indicate that a considerable battle nv,is fought
somewhere in that vicinity.

21 Kolnikovà, p. 87 : «hospodarskv i spolocenskv dobre prosperujucemu eeiiu u. »
22 Preda, p. 128-130, andmap on p. 123.
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