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THE COUNTERMARK ON A JEWISH COIN IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM

L. El. Kanitz

One of the outstanding and intriguing problems in numismatics is the attempt
to explain generally known symbols as well as countermarks on ancient coins,
causing sometimes discussions for years till, eventually, a substantiated and proof
solution is forthcoming.

A Jewish coin in the British Museum — according to latest conclusive research —
from the fourth year of the Jewish War against Rome, i. e. 69 A.D., bears a counter-
mark ! (Fig. 1); the meaning or purpose of this countermark has never been def-
initely settled and since a century several scholars have proposed various solutions.

F. de Saulcy, in the year 1875, thinks this countermark is the letter «mem» of
the Hebrew alphabet ?; F. W.Madden, in 1881, describing the obverse of this coin ?
remarks: «. .. partially covered with the countermark of an elephant»; thus he

1 BMC (Palestine), 187, 35.
2 Mélanges de Numismatique I (1875), 333.
3 Coins of the Jews (1881), 72-73, no. 4.
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