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A NEW TYPE OF SILVER COIN OF JUBA THE SECOND

Leslaw Morawiecki

The missing scientific description of the coinage of Mauretania and Numidia
has been felt as a substantial gap in the knowledge of ancient numismatics. This
gap was not filled by the rare, three-volume work by L. Müller, Médailles de
l'ancienne Afrique, which was published in Copenhagen between 1860 and 1862. Only
recently that J. Mazard has published his Corpus nummorum Numidiae Maure-
taniaeque, thus giving a comprehensive survey of the coinage of these territories '.
Because of the small quantity of coins hitherto published, J. Mazard was not able
to include all the existing varieties in his work.

One of the varieties hitherto unknown is represented by the two silver denarii
of the king Juba the Second in the Collection of the Numismatic Cabinet of the
National Museum in Cracow, Poland 2. The same denarius is in the Royal Collec-

i Paris 1955.
2 No. inventory VII - A - 44 and VII - A -114.
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tion of Coins and Medals Danish National Museum :i. These coins belong to the
group VI - Varia which has been subdivided by J. Mazard into seven types according

to the representations of the reverse:

a) wreath; b) equestrian; c) Tyche; d) cornucopiae; e) cornucopiae and trident;
t) dolphin and trident; g) double cornucopiae and various attributes 4.

The above mentioned coins belong to the type «D» but nevertheless they are
not identical with any of the specimens presented in the Corpus 5 since the
representations of the cornucopiae on their reverses are different. J. Mazard differentiates

12 types of reverses among the coins of the type «D»>6.
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The coins from the Collection of the National Museum in Cracow and the Royal
Collection of Coins and Medals Danish National Museum in Copenhagen ' form
the 13th variety of this type. On these reverses the sceptre is placed horizontally
in the middle of the cornucopiae. In the upper right field there is a small crescent.
The obverse is typical since it presents the legend REX IVBA.

*c

No.VII-A-44 AR3,205g 16,7 mm \ No. VII-A-114 AR 2,872 g 17,0 mm/

3 SNG I, no. 94.
4 L.C., pp. 94-101.
5 L. c, pp. 97-98.
11 L. c, from number 240 to 251.
7 Description in SNG no. 94 is not precise. It is refered to Mazard no. 241-242 which differ

in the position of the sceptre. See no. 2 and 3 from the described coin. I should like particularly

to thank Dr. B. Kapossy for his valuable remarks and informations.
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