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THE QUALITY OF NERO'S ORICHALCUM

David W. MacDowall

Earle Caley's study ' of the composition of orichalcum coins of the Roman Empire
has drawn attention to the interesting fact that while the proportion of zinc is
reasonably constant in orichalcum coins from Augustus to Claudius, the average
proportion of zinc under Nero is lower, and there is a progressive decline in zinc
content under subsequent emperors. Caley suggests - that this progressive decline
was probably due to worn coins from earlier reigns being remelted for the
manufacture of new ones. He further suggests that the consistent composition of the

1 Earle R. Caley, Orichalcum and Related Alloys, NNM no. 151.
ä Ibid., 99 f.
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