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First record of the red gum lerp psyllid Glycaspis brimblecombei
(Hemiptera: Psylloidea) from Peru
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The Australian psyllid Glycaspis brimblecombei Moore is reported for the first time from Peru. An
overview of its distribution, a diagnosis and illustrations are provided.
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INTRODUCTION

Glycaspis is an Australian genus of jumping plant-lice with 137 described species

which are associated with Eucalyptus spp. (Hollis 2004). One of the species,
Glycaspis brimblecombei Moore, originating from Queensland, New South Wales,
Northern Territory and South Australia, was detected in eucalypt plantations in the
USA, California in 1998 (Brennan et al. 1999) and Florida in 2001 (Halbert et al.
2001), in 2001 in Mexico (Montes & Raga 2005), in 2002 in Chile (Sandoval &
Rothmann 2002, Olivares et al. 2004), in 2003 in Brazil (state of Säo Paulo) (Montes

& Raga 2005, Lutinski et al. 2006, Santana & Burckhardt 2007), in 2004 in
Argentina (Entre Rios) (Bouvet et al. 2005) and in 2006 in Ecuador (Onore & Gara
2007). Apart from the New World G. brimblecombei has been also introduced into
Hawaii (Nagamine & Heu 2001), Mauritius (Sookar et al. 2003) and Madagascar
(Hollis 2004).

The red gum lerp psyllid is a serious pest on Eucalyptus spp. in the New World
but also in Australia (Wilken et al. 2003) causing severe defoliation and some tree
mortality. Here we report for the first time the occurrence of Glycaspis brimblecombei

in Peru. The pest was collected on eucalypts on the South Coast of Peru in the
department of Tacna, close to the border of Chile.

MATERIAL EXAMINED

Adults, larvae and lerps were collected in Peru, Tacna, district Tacna, in the
centre of the small town Magollo, on Eucalyptus sp., on 28 February 2008 by J.
Flores G. Some voucher specimens are deposited in the collection of the Naturhistorisches

Museum Basel, Switzerland.
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Figs 1-3. Glycaspis brimblecombei Moore. — 1 Adult, dorsal view; 2 forewing: 3. male terminalia.
lateral view.
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ON GLYCASPIS BRIMBLECOMBEI (HEMIPTERA: PSYLLOIDEA) IN PERU

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF GLYCASPIS BRIMBLECOMBEI

Adults of the genus Glycaspis are easily recognisable by their elongate body,
the forward directed, very long genal processes and the dorsally flat thorax (Fig. 1).
The forewing (Fig. 2) is elongate with subparallel margins, and angular apically.
The male proctiger is two-segmented, with short apical segment (Fig. 3). Glycaspis

species are diagnosable mostly by the paramere shape. In G. brimblecombei the

paramere is angled in the basal third and subacute apically (Fig. 3). Detailed
descriptions of G. brimblecombei have been published by Moore (1964), Haibert et
al. (2001) and Olivares et al. (2004).
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