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genus name Paroecus Becker, 1895 (Diptera, Lauxaniidae)

HÜSEYIN ÖZDIKMEN1 & BERNHARD MERZ2

1 Gazi University, Science & Arts Faculty, Department of Biology, TK-06500 Ankara, Turkey.
Email: ozdikmen@gazi.edu.tr

2 Muséum d'histoire naturelle, Département d'Entomologie, C. P. 6434, CH-1211 Genève 6,
Switzerland. Email: bernhard.merz@ville-ge.ch

A replacement name, Neoparoecus nom. nov. is proposed for the preoccupied genus name Paroecus
Becker, 1895 in the family Lauxaniidae (Diptera). Accordingly, new combinations are herein
proposed for the species currently included in this genus: Neoparoecus signatipes (Loew, 1856) comb,
nov., N. simplicipes (Yarom, 1991) comb, nov., N. tibialis (Yarom, 1991) comb, nov., N. gorodkovi
(Shatalkin, 1992) and N. sapromyzina (Shatalkin, 1998).
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INTRODUCTION

While studying the taxonomy and nomenclature of some neotropical beetle

genera the first author realized that one name is involved in a case of homonymy.
Based on the rales of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (1999)
this problem of homonymy which concerns a Palaearctic genus of the family
Lauxaniidae (Diptera) has to be resolved. The second author, working with lauxaniids,
was asked to contribute to this case. We are here explaining the nomenclature and
are proposing a replacement name for the junior homonym.

TAXONOMY

Family Lauxaniidae

Genus Neoparoecus nom. nov., replacement name

Paroecus Becker, 1895: 252. (Diptera: Brachycera: Lauxanoidea: Lauxaniidae).
Preoccupied by Paroecus Bates, 1863: 379. (Coleoptera: Chrysomeloidea:
Cerambycidae: Lamiinae).

Type-species: Pachycerina signatipes Loew, 1856: 54 (monotypie).

Becker (1895) proposed a new genus name Paroecus with the type species
Pachycerina signatipes Loew, 1856 in the Diptera family Lauxaniidae. Paroecus
Becker, 1895 includes currently five species, Paroecus signatipes (Loew, 1856), P.
simplicipes Yarom, 1991, P. tibialis Yarom, 1991, P. gorodkovi (Shatalkin, 1992)
and P. sapromyzina Shatalkin, 1998 (Yarom 1991; Shatalkin 2000). This genus
name, however is preoccupied by Bates (1863), who proposed within Neotropical
Cerambycidae (Coleoptera) Paroecus with two included species: P. ellipticus Bates,
1863 and P. rigidus Bates, 1863. P. ellipticus was subsequently designated as type-
species of Paroecus Bates by Thomson (1865). Later, Astynomus celebensis Thom-
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son, 1857 was transferred to Paroecus and P. charpentierae Villiers, 1971
described in the genus (Hovore 2002, 2003; Monne & Hovore 2005). For this reason
Paroecus Becker, 1895 is invalid as being a junior homonym of the genus name
Paroecus Bates, 1863. According to Article 60 of the International Code of Zoological

Nomenclature (1999), we propose the new replacement name Neoparoecus
nom. nov. for Paroecus Becker, 1895.

Etymology: The replacement name refers to the original name proposed by
Theodor Becker. The name is masculine in gender.

Summary of nomenclatural changes

Neoparoecus nom. nov.
Paroecus Becker, 1895 (non Bates, 1863).

Neoparoecus signatipes (Loew, 1856) comb. nov.
Pachycerina signatipes Loew, 1856.
Paroecus signatipes; Becker, 1895.

Neoparoecus simplicipes (Yarom, 1991) comb. nov.
Paroecus simplicipes Yarom, 1991.

Neoparoecus tibialis (Yarom, 1991) comb. nov.
Paroecus tibialis Yarom, 1991.

Neoparoecus gorodkovi (Shatalkin, 1992) comb. nov.
Sapromyza gorodkovi Shatalkin, 1992.
Paroecus gorodkovi; Shatalkin, 1998.

Neoparoecus sapromyzina (Shatalkin, 1998) comb. nov.
Paroecus sapromyzina Shatalkin, 1998.
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