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On new and old replacement names in Palaearctic Pselaphinae
(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae)

Ivan Löbl

Muséum d'histoire naturelle. Case postale 6434, CH-1211 Genève 6

On new and old replacement names in Palaearctic Pselaphinae (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae) -
Following replacement names in Palaearctic Pselaphinae are proposed: Batrisoplisus nommai nom. nov.
for Batrisoplisus antennatus (WEISE, 1877); Bryaxis diversicornis chobaittianus nom. nov for Bryaxis
diversicornis chobauti (PEYERIMHOFF, 1915); Bryaxis nigrinus nom. nov. for Bryaxis nigripennis
(MOTSCHULSKY, 1845); Tychus reitterianus nom. nov. for Tychus reitteri Karaman. 1955; Geopselaphus

saulcyanus nom. nov. for Geopselaphus saulcyi (Jeannel, 1956). Brachygluta hipponensis
(Saulcy. 1870) is the available and valid name for Brachygluta simplex (Waterhouse, 1862).
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INTRODUCTION

While checking descriptions of Palaearctic pselaphines I have noticed a few
homonyms, which according to the International Code of the Zoological Nomenclature

must be replaced. Some of the senior homonyms treated below are names
of species described by Motschulsky (1845, 1851). Raffray (1911) considered
these names unavailable, because ot" the presumed absence of valid descriptions.
His unfounded opinion was followed by some subsequent authors. Additional
nomenclatorial changes may result from the study of other species described by
Motschulsky, but not included in the area of study.

taxonomy

Batrisoplisus nomurai nom. nov.

Replacement name for Batrisoplisus antennatus (Weise), which was
originally published by Weise (1877) as Batrisus antennatus and is a primary junior
homonym of Batrisus antennatus Motschulsky, 1851. Batrisoplisus nomurai of
Japan is the type species of Batrisoplisus Raifray. For taxonomy see Nomura
(1991).

Brachygluta hipponensis (Saulcy, 1876)

This is the valid name for a widely distributed Mediterranean species, known
as Brachygluta simplex (Waterhouse). The latter species name was published
originally by Waterhouse (1862) as Bryaxis simplex and thus is a junior primary
homonym of Bryaxis simplex Motschulsky, 1851. For that reason Rye (1882)
replaced the name B. simplex Waterhouse by B. waterhousei. He overlooked a

junior synonym of B. simplex Waterhouse, Bryaxis hipponensis described by

463



IVAN LÖBL

Saulcy (1876). Thus, hipponensis Saulcy is the valid name to be applied for this
species. Some authors, such as Jeannel (1950, 1956) used B. hipponensis as the
valid name, while others (e.g., Besuchet, 1963; Poggi, 1995) followed Raffray
(1911) in considering the name Bryaxis simplex Motschulsky to be unavailable,
and used for this species the name B. simplex Waterhouse.

Bryaxis diversicornis chobautianus nom. nov.

Replacement name for Bythinus chobauti Peyerimhoff, 1915, from Algeria
which is a primary junior homonym oï Bythinus grouvellei var. chobauti Caillot,
1908. Caillot (1908) incorrectly assigned the latter name to Peyerimhoff. The
variety chobauti (Caillot, 1908) is from France. Jeannel 1950) placed it in
Areopagus Leach, 1817, as synonym of argodi (Croissandeau, 1885). Bythinus
chobauti Peyerimhoff, 1915, is currenctly placed in Bryaxis, as a subspecies of
B. diversicornis Raffray, 1873.

Bythinus nigritus nom. nov.

Replacement name for Bythinus nigripennis, described by Motschulsky
(1845) from Georgia and South Russian part of Caucasus, which is a primary
homonym of Bythinus nigripennis AubÉ, 1844. Bythinus nigritus is currently placed
as incertae sedis in the Bythinini. The type material cannot be found in the

Motschulsky collection (S. A. Kurbatov, pers. comm.), and the description lacks
characters which would help to assign the species to one of the genera of the

Bythinini known from Caucasus.

Tychus reitterianus nom. nov.

Replacement name for Tychus reitteri of Crete, described by Karaman 1955).
Jakobson (1910) considered Tychus nodicornis Reitter, 1884 of Greece to be a

variety oï Tychus rufus Motschulsky, 1851, and proposed the replacement name
reitteri for it. In fact, Tychus nodicornis Reitter is a secondary junior homonym of
Pselaphus nodicornis Beck, 1817. The latter is currently placed in the synonymy
of Tychus niger (Paykull, 1800). Thus, Tychus reitteri Karaman is a junior
primary homonym of reitteri Jakobson.

Geopselaphus saulcyanus nom. nov.

Replacement name for Geopselaphus saulcyi (Jeannel), of southern Spain,
published by Jeannel (1956) as Pselaphus (Geopselaphus) saulcyi. Thus, Geopselaphus

saulcyi (Jeannel) is a primary junior homonym oï Pselaphus saulcyi Sharp,
1874. Geopselaphus Jeannel, 1956, is currently considered to be a distinct genus,
and Pselaphus saulcyi Sharp is presently placed in Pselaphostomus, as a junior
subjective synonym oï P. diecki (Saulcy, 1870).

acknowledgements
I thank Don Chandler, Durham, for comments on an earlier version of this paper, and Sergei A.
Kurbatov (Moscow) for help in checking the Motschulsky's type material.

REFERENCES

Besuchet, C. 1963. Notes sur quelques Brachygluta paléarctiques. Milt. Schweiz, ent. Ges. 34: 27-46.
Jakobson. G. G. 1910. Zhuki Rosii i zapadnoy Evropy. Ritkovodsktvo k opredelcniyu zhukov. Part 8,

pp. 561-640, pis 62-68. A. F. Devrien, St. Petersberg (in Russian)

464



NEW NAMES OF PALAEARCTIC PSELAPHINAE

Caillot. H. 1908. Catalogue des Coléoptères de Provence d'après des documents recueillis et groupés.
1er partie. Marseille. Société des Sciences Naturelles. 521 pp.

Jeannel. R. 1950. Coléoptères Psélaphides. Faune de France 53: m + 421 pp.
Jeannel. R. 1956. Les Psélaphides dc l'Afrique du Nord. Essai de Biogeographic berbère. Méms Mus.

Natn. Hist. Nat.. Sér. A. Zool. 14: 1-233.
Karaman. Z. 1955. Revision der Tribus Tychini (Col. Psel.) mit besonderer Berücksichtigung der

balkanischen Arten. Acta Mus. Mated. Scient, nal.. Skopje 3: 105-144.
MOTSCHULSKY, V DE. 1845. Remarques sur la collection de Coléoptères russes. Bull. Soc. imp. Natu¬

ral. Moscou 18: 3-127, pis I-III.
Mo ischi i sky. V. DE. 1851. Enumeration des nouvelles espèces de Coléoptères. Bull. Soc. imp. Natu¬

ral. Moscou 24: 480-511.
Nomura, S. 1991. Systematic study on the genus Batrisoplisus and its allied genera from Japan

(Coleoptera, Pselaphidae). Esakia 30: 1-462.
Peyerimhoff, P. de. 1915. Les variations de l'oeil et de l'antenne clic/ Bythinus diversicornis Raffr.

Bull. Soc. eut. France 1915: 149-151.
Potici. R. 1995. Coleoptera Pselaphidae, pp. 437-446. In: Massa, B. (ed.): Arthopoda di Lampedusa.

Linosa e Pantelleria (Canale dì Sicilia. Mar Mediterraneo). Naturalista Sicil. 19 (Suppl.).
Raiiray. A. 1911. Pselaphidae. In: SCHENKLING, S. (ed.): Coleopterorum Catalogus, pars 27. W. Junk.

Berlin, 222 pp.
Rye, E.C. 1882. Bryaxis Waterhousei. p. 467. In: Reitter E.. Bestimmungs-Tabellen der europäischen

Coleopteren. V. Paussidae. Clavigeridae. Pselaphidae und Scydmaenidae. Verh. k. k. zool.-bot.
Ges. Wien 31: 443-593, pis VI.VI1.

Saulcy F. H. C. DE. 1876. Species de Paussides, Clavigérides, Psélaphides & Scydménides de l'Eu¬

rope et des pays circonvoisins. Bull. Soc. Hist. nat. Metz 14: 25-100.
WATERHOUSE, G. R. 1862. Description of Scydmui diseoideiis (Family Coccinellidae) and two allied

Species, and description of a new Species of Bryaxis (Fam. Pselaphidae). Trans. Ent. Sot: London,

3rd Series. I: 132-136.
Weise J. 1877. Japanische Staphylinidae und Pselaphidae. D. ent. Ztschr. 21: 88-100.

(received July 28. 1998; accepted September 22. 1998)

465




	On new and old replacement names in Palaearctic Pselaphinae (Coleoptera : Staphylinidae)

