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Asilidae (Diptera) from Switzerland conserved at the

California Academy of Sciences

Medeea Weinberg1 & Gerhard Bächli2

1 Musée national d'histoire naturelle "Grigore Antipa", 1, Chaussée Kisseleff, R-79744 Bucuresti
2 Zoologisches Museum, Universität Zürich-Irchel, Winterthurerstrasse 190, CH-8057 Zürich

Data on 96 specimens of Asilidae (Diptera) conserved in the collections of the California Academy
of Sciences are given. They belong to 16 species. Dioctria liturata Loew, 1873, is recorded for the
first time in Switzerland.
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INTRODUCTION AND MATERIALS

In the collections of the California Academy of Sciences, a series of Asilidae
from Switzerland is conserved. The specimens have been sent to us for determination.

We kindly acknowledge Dr. Arnaud for the possibility to study this interesting

material.
In the following list, the species are arranged according to Weinberg &

Bächli (1995). For each specimen, we give the relevant data of the labels. All
specimens have been collected by P. H. Arnaud, except otherwise stated.

LIST OF SPECIES

Subfamily LAPHRUNAE

Laphria vulpina Meigen, 1820

NE: Le Grande Montte, 1 cî, 17.VIII.1979, Madeline M. Arnaud.

Subfamily STENOPOGONINAE

Cyrtopogon ruficornis (Fabricius, 1794)

VS: Zermatt, trail between Hermettji and vicinity Schwarzsee, 19,11 .IX.
1997, Sandrin M. C. Arnaud.

Dioctria baumhaueri Meigen, 1820

VS: Val de Bagnes, Cotterg, 1 cî, 25.VI. 1976; Le Châble, Cotterg, 1 9,
3VIII.1991, Collection 00539.
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Dioctria linearis (Fabricius, 1787)

VD: Cudrefin, 430 m, 1 cî, 2.VIII.1979.

Dioctria liturata Loew, 1873 [new record for Switzerland]

VS: Val de Bagnes, Cotterg, 1 cî, 25.VI.1976.
Remarks: This species has already been included in the Dioctria key by Weinberg

& Bächli (1995), supposing that it could occur in Switzerland.

Holopogon fumipennis (Meigen, 1820)

TI: Contra, 580 m, 1 9, 29.VII.1976; Contra, Affalo, 1 9, 21.VII.1991,
Collection 00518.

Subfamily LEPTOGASTRINAE

Leptogaster cylindrica (De Geer, 1776)

VD: Cudrefin, Chavannes, 435 m, Arnaud Flight Trap, 2 9 9, 9.VII.1997,
Collection 01755; 1 9, 23.VIII. 1997, Collection 01790.

Subfamily ASILINAE

Asilus crabroniformis Linnaeus, 1758

VD: Cudrefin, Les Chavannes, 435 m, 1 cî, 7.VIII.1991, Collection 00547;
1 o\ 11.VIII.1991, Collection 00551; 1 cî, 16.VIIL 1991, Collection 00555.

Dysmachus picipes (Meigen, 1820)

VS: Val de Bagnes, Cotterg, 1 cî, 25.VI.1976.

Epitriptus cingulatus (Fabricius, 1781)

VD: Cudrefin, 435 m, 1 9, 4.IX.1972; 1 9, 6.IX.1972; 1 8, 13.VIII.1976;
1 9, 16.VIII.1976; Cudrefin, Field/edge forest, 1 6, 16.VIII.1984; Cudrefin, 435
m, Arnaud Flight Trap, 1 9, 9.VIII.1997, Collection 01770-A; Cudrefin, Les
Chavannes, 435 m, 1 6, 4.VIII. 1991, Collection 00542; 3 <î cî, 7.VIII.1991, Collection
00547; 1 cî, 11.VIII.1991, Collection 00551.

Machimus setibarbus (Loew, 1849)

TI: Contra, 580 m, 1 9, 30.VII.1976; Locarno, Contra, Arnaud Flight Trap,
1 9, 9.IX.1997, Collection 01811-A.

Neoitamus cyanurus (Loew, 1849)

VD: Cudrefin, Chavannes, 435 m, Arnaud Flight Trap, 2 cî cî, 8.VII.1997,
Collection 01754; 1 cî, 9.VII.1997, Collection 01755.

Neoitamus socius Loew, 1871

VD: Cudrefin, Refuge, 1 9, 26.VI. 1972; 1 cî, 25.VII. 1991, Collection 00522-
A; 1 9,6.IX.1997.
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Neomochtherus pallipes (Meigen, 1820)

VD: Cudrefin, 430 m, Field/edge forest, 1 $, 30.VIII.1984.

Philonicus albiceps (MEIGEN, 1820)

VD: Cudrefin, 430 m, 1 cî, 27.VII.1979; 1 cî, 28.VII.1979; Cudrefin,
Chavannes, 435 m, Arnaud Flight Trap, 1 cî, 10.VII.1997, Collection 01756; 1 9,
2.VIII.1997, Collection 01762-A; 2 cî cî, 3.VIII.1997, Collection 01763-A; 2 cî cî,
5.VIII.1997, Collection 01765-A, 1 cî, 6.VIII. 1997, Collection 01766-A; 1 cî, 1 9,
9.VIII.1997, Collection 01770-A; 2 cî cî, 12.VIII.1997, Collection 01774.

Tolmerus atricapillus (FALLEN, 1814)

TI: Contra, 580 m, 1 cî, 29.VII.1976.
VD: Cudrefin, 435 m, 1 9, 3.IX.1972; 3 cîcî, 2 9 9, 4.IX.1972; 3 cîcî,

5.IX.1972; 2 cî cî, 6.IX.1972; Cudrefin, 1 9, 1.VIII.1976; Cudrefin, 430 m, Field/
edge forest, 2 9 9, 16.VIII.1984; 1 cî, 17.VIII.1984; 4 cîcî, 2 9 9, 27.VIII.1984;
1 cî, 31.VIII.1984; Cudrefin, Les Chavannes, 435 m, 1 cî, l.VIII. 1991, Collection
00537-B; 1 cî, 4.VIII. 1991, Collection 00542; 1 9, 5.VIII.1991, Collection 00543-
A; 5 cî cî, 1 9,7.VIII. 1991, Collection 00547; 1 cî, 11VIII. 1991, Collection 00551 ;

1 cî,l 9,16.VIII.1991,Collection00555;Châteaud'Oex,Gerignoz, 1 9,12.VIII.
1992, Madeline H. Arnaud & Valerie van Baal; Cudrefin, Chavannes, 435 m,
Arnaud Flight Trap, 1 cî, 1 9,4.VIII. 1997, Collection 01764-A; 1 cî, 9.VIII. 1997,
Collection 01770-A; 1 9, 1 l.VIII. 1997, Collection 01773-A; 1 cî, 16.VIII.1997,
Collection 01781-A; 1 9, 25.VIII.1997; 1 cî, 31.VIII.1997, Collection 01801-A;
1 cî, 7.IX. 1997, Collection 01809; 1 cî, 1 9, 14.IX.1997, Collection 01817; 2 cîcî,
15.IX.1997, Collection 01818; 1 cî, 16./17.IX.1997, Collection 01821.

conclusions
The data given above complete those already published (Weinberg & Bächli,

1984, 1994; Weinberg et al., 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996; Bächli et al, 1995). The
number of species of Asilidae in Switzerland, including the new record of Dioctria
liturata, now amounts to 102.

ZUSAMMENFASSUNG

Aus der Sammlung der California Academy of Sciences wurden Asiliden aus der Schweiz studiert.
Die 96 Exemplare gehören zu 16 Arten, wobei Dioctria liturata Loew, 1873, erstmals aus der Schweiz
gemeldet wird.
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