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Decorosiphon corynothrix Börner, an aphid species new to the

fauna of Switzerland (Homoptera, Aphidoidea)

Anthony van Harten
Agronomical Research Institute of Angola, Nova Lisboa, Angola

Decorosiphon corynothrix Börner, an aphid species living on mosses, is recorded from
Switzerland for the first time. Notes are given on its distribution.

Decorosiphon corynothrix Börner, eine an Moos lebende Blattlausart, wurde erstmals für die
Schweiz nachgewiesen. Es werden Hinweise auf die Verbreitung der Art gegeben.

During a short stay in Switzerland in 1972, the author collected some
aphids from mosses. Dr. D. Hille Ris Lambers, Bladluisonderzoek T.N.O.,
Bennekom, Netherlands, identified the species as Decorosiphon corynothrix
Börner, an aphid apparently unrecorded from Switzerland.

This species was described by Börner (1939) from material collected in
Burgenland, Germany. Since then it has been recorded from other localities in
West Germany and the Netherlands (Heinze, 1953), from England, Wales and
Scotland (Stroyan, 1957) and from Sweden (Ossiannilsson, 1959).

The Swiss material was collected from the stem-basis of Polytrichum sp. at
Kerns, near Luzern, on August 17,1972. Only apterous viviparous females and,
predominantly, apteriform larvae were present. The only host plants recorded
for this species are Polytrichum commune and Atrichum undulatum. It certainly
will have a wide distribution in the forest habitats of Europe, but its hidden life
has prevented detection at further localities.

D. corynothrix is easily identifiable because of its very peculiar morphology.

Heinze (1953) gave full descriptions of the apterous and alate viviparous
females. The sexual morphs are yet unknown. Here, to facilitate identification,
drawings of some aspects of the apterous viviparous female are included (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1: Decorostphon corynothrix Börner, apterous viviparous female: A. siphunculus. B. cauda
(dorsally), C. body, D. spiracles on abdominal tergites I and II, E. tarsus, F. antennal segments
III-VI.
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