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Dr G.R. Pearson from the University

of Bristol began with a discussion

of the pathology of neonatal
diarrhoea, concentrating on the
two major causes: insufficient
uptake of colostrum and the presence
of potential pathogens, bacterial,
viral and protozoal, in the environment.

Professor Andreas Pospischil from
the University of Zurich reviewed
the pathogenesis and its three
mechanisms: maldigestion,
hypersecretion and hyper- or hypo-motil-
ity, which all act on the small intestine.

He noted that only in a few
cases of infectious diarrhoea was it
known exactly whether there was
hypo- or hypermobility.
The third speaker was Professor
J. Pohlenz from Hannover, who
said that an additional virus, not
yet well-known, had to be considered

as a potential cause of
diarrhoea. This was Bredavirus (of the
family Toroviridae), discovered in
1979 when a severe herd problem
of diarrhoea in calves from dairy
cows occurred in Breda in the state
of Iowa in the USA.
Bredavirus is now widespread in
Europe, Professor Pohlenz
continued, with reports from the
Netherlands, Belgium, France and
Germany.
The fourth speaker, Dr P. Linter-
mans of the National Veterinary
Research Institute in Belgium,
summarised the diagnosis of bacteria,
viruses and protozoa relevant to
calf diarrhoea, referring to the use
of new technologies, such as the
electrophoretic typing technique
for the isolation of rotavirus double
strand RNA from faecal material.
Dr E.F. Logan, from the Milk
Marketing Board in Belfast, took up the
subject of immunity. Many calves
with little or no immunity would
succumb quickly after birth to the
colibacillosis complex, particularly
colisepticaemia.
Calves with a little more immunity
often survive the initial
colisepticaemia but may suffer the sequelae

of joint-ill, navel-ill, meningitis,
pleurisy or pericarditis.
Calves with higher immunity, but
hypogammaglobulinaemic, would,

usually in the second week of life,
have diarrhoea of varying severity
dependent on the pathogenic
agent. Dr Logan stressed the importance

of feeding colostrum at birth,
and for several days after, in large
quantities.
The final speaker was Dr R.J. Bywa-
ter of SmithKline Beecham Animal
Health, who spoke on treatment
and fluid therapy. He said that in
the past 10 years there had been a

shift away from antibiotics as the
primary treatment of calf diarrhoea
to fluid replacement. "Whatever
the cause of diarrhoea", he said,
"the end result is dehydration and
dehydration is the main cause of
death."
Clinical signs of dehydration are
seen only after a calf has lost more
than 5% of its body weight, so
treatment must start before signs of
dehydration are seen. In collapsed
calves, intravenous rehydration is

highly desirable as an initial
treatment, then to be followed by oral
fluid therapy. Of the other
treatments available, Dr Bywater noted
that antibiotics still have a role in
the treatment of mixed bacterial
infections.

The whole programme was
recorded and a videotape will
shortly be available from the ESAVS

Office at the Royal Veterinary
College, Royal College Street,
London NW1 OTU;
telephone 071-387 2898 (ext 351);
fax 071-383-0615

Mitteilungen

Veterinärmedizinische
Forschung -
nicht ganz ernst gemeint
«Im vorigen Jahrhundert wurden
von dem irischen Tierarzt Dunlop
die ersten mit Luft gefüllten
Gummireifen erfunden. Leider
wird dieses oft als der wichtigste
Beitrag der Veterinärmedizin zur
Forschung betrachtet.»
Prof. Dr. M. Horzinek in seinem
Eröffnungsvortrag am 18. Welt-
kongress für Kleintiermedizin 1993
in Berlin

Health and management of
free-ranging mammals
Scientific and Technical Review
from the International Office of
Epizootics, Vol. 11 (4), Dec. 1992,
248pp., & Vol. 12 (1), March
1993, 312pp. FrF385.-

Die beiden neusten Bände der
Schriftenreihe des Internationalen
Tierseuchenamtes enthalten die
Vorträge des Symposiums «La sante
et la gestion des mammiferes en li-
berte». Dieses fand im Oktober
1991 unter dem Patronat der WHO,
des Internationalen Naturschutzbundes

und des Internationalen
Tierseuchenamtes in Nancy (F)
statt.
Einleitend werden die langjährigen
Aktivitäten des Internationalen
Tierseuchenamtes in bezug auf den
Schutz der Gesundheit der Wildsäuger

beschrieben. Diese Aktivitäten
waren ursprünglich anthropozentrisch

motiviert, es sollte die
Gesundheit der Haustiere und des
Menschen geschützt werden. Heute

geht es um den Schutz der
Gesundheit der Wildsäuger im
Hinblick auf die Arterhaltung.
Die Vorträge sind in die Abschnitte
gegliedert: Stand des Wissens über
Infektionskrankheiten der Wildsäuger,

Epidemiologie der Krankheiten
und Überwachung. Hier finden
sich auch zwei schweizerische
Beiträge aus dem Institut für Parasitologic

der Universität Zürich und
der Schweizerischen Tollwutzentrale:

- D. Ewald et al.:Parasitological
and serological studies on the
prevalence of Echinococcus
multilocularis Leuckart, 1863 in red
foxes (Vulpes vulpes Linnaeus,
1758) in Switzerland

- A. Wandeler et al.:The ecology
of dogs and canine rabies: a

selective review
Dann folgt eine Reihe von
Kurzmitteilungen, wo auch die Aktivitäten
des «Institut Galli-Valerio» von
P. Boujon und P-A. de Meuron
dargestellt werden.
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