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Organ transplantation is an obvious sequel to blood transfusion, but with major
differences such as the availability of donors and their antigenic compatibility with reci-
pients. Homotransplantation between volunteers and recipients, or cadavers and reci-
pients, have also presented legal and ethical problems, in addition to matters of logis-
tics. Accordingly, major efforts have been directed to determine the possibility of colo-
nies of nonhominid primates being maintained as convenient pools of donors. The pro-
blems and potentials inherent to this plan are reviewed in the 12 relatively short chap-
ters which are contained in this book and range from bacteriological and virological consi-
derations to organ preservation. Techniques of organ transplantation are fully developed
as are surgical techniques for almost every other need. Difficulties stem from antigenic
incompatibilities, which will, in time, probably be overcome. One recognizes, of course,
that transplantation attempts to provide for acute needs, hut at best has limited appli-
cation. Thus it seems clearly mandatory that at least equal time, funds and energy be
given to attempts to understand disease processes so completely that the acute needs
need not arise. ^EaicZitfe, Born
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