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P. Gillouard, Ethics and the Prospect of Catastrophy, RThPh 2020/IV,
p. 309-334

This article aims to answer the following question: in which ways may catas-
trophism in ecological thought lead to act in order to preserve Earth's habitable
conditions as best as possible? In this perspective, the catastrophist thoughts of Hans
Jonas, Jean-Pierre Dupuy, Pierre-Henri Castel and the French "collapsologues" are
analysed, with those of Günther Anders and Simone Weil in the background. To
answer this question, we must consider the temporality which these thinkers posit as
they envision disaster (is it something to come, or is it already under way?) and the

ontological inscription of the disaster in this temporality (is it inevitable or can it be

avoided?). The conclusion is asfollows: the perspective ofdisaster is indeed mobilising,
for those who recognise a duty to act, when disaster is seen as unavoidable and already
happening, implicitly leading to an inevitable end whose concrete contours remain
uncertain, namely the disappearing of life or the overcoming of the determiningfactor
of the disaster, i.e. Technique.

I. Chareire, Representations and Apophaticism. On Trinitarian Symbolism,

RThPh 2020/IV, p. 335-356

Christanity affirms God's radical transcendence even as it is structured around
symbolic (creeds), historical (revelation as a narration inscribed in a text) and
institutional (churches) representations. A tension between representations and what
lies beyond them runs through the entire history of theology. Analogously, mystical
experience (as suggested in the writings of Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross,
and Henri Le Saux-Abhishiktanandu), with its tendency towards subjectivity and
interiority, raises the question of its relation to shared doctrine and Christ's mediation.
What is at stake here is how to maintain historicity, with its mediations, in order to
avoid aflight beyond the created realm, while simultaneously preserving the analogical
dimension of representations and concepts, so as not to reduce the divine to what is
being used to designate it: what is signified must always have more weight than the

figures that render witness to it.

P.-Y. Brandt, Religious Frames of Reference in the Psychological
Construction of Identity, RThPh 2020/IV, p. 357-377

After dismissing the idea that innate traits of personality predispose to being
religious, a theory of identity as resulting from a process of construction is sketched

using three approaches: research in socialpsychology and sociology, a core-periphery
model of identity, and the concept of narrative identity. The role of using religious
references in the construction of identity is then illustrated by empirical research in
three areas: the formation of religious identity in the transition to adulthood, the

resources for coping with difficulties in the life course, the role of narratives in the

construction of religious identity. The presentation concludes with the resulting social
responsibilities, showing what psychological impact public governance in these areas
can have.
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J. Zumstein, Exclusion from the Synagogue and Construction of the
Believers' Identity in Johannine Communities. An Example of Early
Christian Ethos, RThPh 2020/IV, p. 379-393

Even if its precise historical contours remain unknown, the exclusion ofJohannine
communities by the Synagogue contributed significantly to the construction of their
identity as believers. This process can be examinedfrom two perspectives. First, it
unfolded through a transfornmtion ofthe relationship to the Jewish tradition. The Hebrew
Bible's authority was not questioned, but the Synagogue's identity markers (e.g. the

Temple, prescriptions related to ritualpurity, Sabbath observance, circumcision were
either profoundly reinterpreted or abrogated. Second, new identity markers emerged
alongside this redefining of the relationship to the Old Testament!Jewish tradition, for
instance with baptism and the eucharist. To this we may add the birth ofa theological
school and ofa corpus ofnormative writings with Scripture status, a new definition of
apostleship and the creation ofnew forms ofecclesial structures.

P. Valinho Gomes, The Imperative of the Indicative. Revisiting Karl
Barth's Christological Ethics, RThPh 2020/IV, p. 395-413

This article focuses on the foundations of theological ethics by way of an
examination of three of Karl Barth's contributions to this field. First, the definition
of ethics as the indicative's imperative, which posits an inseparability of ethics and
dogmatics whereby ethics is viewed as an act of listening to revelation. Second, the

articulation of a Christological nexus in relation to the categories of obedience and
freedom as "determined self-determination". Third, the debate on the Gospel and the

Law as revelation of the history ofgrace on the basis of which the grammar ofhuman
existence is drawn. Each of these three stepsfinds an illustration through a commentary
ofa biblical passage, on the calling ofAbraham, on Jesus' agony in Gethsemane, on the

question addressed to Jesus concerning the good that needs to he done in order to inherit
eternal life. The article suggests that ethics, when construed theologically, orients itself
toward Christology.
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