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ENGLISH SUMMARIES

J. Bouveresse and R. IMBAcH, The Religious Legacy of Gottfried Keller.
Dialogue on the Basis of Jacques Bouveresse’s Book, Le danseur et sa corde
(Agone, 2014), RThPh 2020/111, p. 205-221

Why was Ludwig Wittgenstein so fuscinated by some of the works of the great
Swiss author Gotifried Keller? Intrigued by this question, Jacques Bouveresse wrote
a book about it: Le danseur et la corde. Wittgenstein, Tolstoi, Nietzsche, Gottfried
Keller et les difficultés de la foi (Agone, 2014). In this diadlogue, which took place
at the University of Geneva in May 2017 as part of the local section of the Société
suisse de philosophie, Jacques Bouveresse and Ruedi Imbach reflect on the title of this
book, on the intention which led to this research, on the sharp critique of institutional
Christianity, especially in its doctrinal and doctrinaire versions, in some of Gottfried
Keller’s works, as well as on Ludwig Wittgenstein's enthusiasm for these works and
for this critique. The two authors agree that Christianity cannot be taught. it pertains,
rather, to what may be lived.

F. B&sprLug, From the Word to the Image, and Back. A Theoretical and
Contemplative Approach, with a Sample of Historical Problems, RThPh
2020/111, p. 223-236

What is the (reciprocal and complex) relation between the world of images and
the world of language, two worlds that are essential to the humanity of the human, two
immense and creative worlds that are meant to fruitfully meet and engage one another,
even as the risk of a domination or subjugation of one by the other is constant? This is the
question raised here by a theologian and scholar with a long lasting interest in images.
This meditation then turns to certain problems which these two worlds have had to face
in the Christian world yesterday and today, such as the instrumentalizing of images for
the sake of preaching or catechesis, or, conversely, the worshipping of certain works of
art. The article concludes with some comments on certain contemporary productions
and artistic trends through which Christian art is searching for its own future.

A. CHukURIAN, Descartes and Theology. The Creation of Eternal Truths
and its Legacy as Interpretive Device, RThPh 2020/I11, p. 237-258

This article examines Descartes’ theory of the free creation of eternal truths,
showing the theological implications of its underlying philosophical principles. The
author ponders the way in which Descartes treats certain topics that pertain to natural
theology ( God’s dignity and power, the equivocity between the finite and the infinite),
as well as the Christological tension that runs through his theory. The theological
echoes of this theory are then assessed, looking at thinkers after Descartes as well as the
minores, with a focus on two theological themes: the recovery of univocity, and some
of the contours of the kind of Christology Descartes’ theory authorizes. The aim of the
article, by showing the fruitfulness of an approach that places modern philosophy and
theology in conversation, is to ask how a theological reading of Descartes and Cartesian
thought may help renew its study.
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J. Borp, Risk and Existence in Seren Kierkegaard, RThPh 2020/III,
p. 259-277

The theme or “risk” runs through Kierkegaard's entire corpus. It not only
reinforces the dynamism and depth of his thought : it also enables him to articulate
a philosophy of existence with a philesophy of faith. The kind of risk Christians take,
as both an “intellectual” and “existential” risk, orients one towards oneself, as well
as towards the paradigm of identity which Kierkegaard locates in Christ, the God-
man. The present article examines this important term in Kierkegaard's thought by
insisting on two modalities of risk. risk as a “polemical” category, in sharp critique of
Christendom’s worldliness, and risk as a “theological-existential” category, i.e. insofar
as it (positively or negatively) determines one’s existence.

J. Hatem, Pandemonism in Schelling’s Philosophical Inquiries into the
Essence of Human Freedom, RThPh 2020/111, p. 279-290

The concept of pandemonism appears in Schelling’s Inquiries into the Essence of
Human Freedom in relation to emanationism. That being is fully evil is a thesis the
philosopher can never accept. But he allows for a power that would like to convert
everything, including God, into evil. The present article examines the notion of God as
it is inverted in relation to pandemonism, as well as the implications of such a theory.
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