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N. Dauw, Art and Revolution by Richard Wagner or the conditioning of “great
art” in the socio-political reality of the modern world, RThPh 2015/11l,
p.209-226.

Art and Revolution (1849), written by Richard Wagner, is a text rarely discussed.
Some critical reviews can be found but they never seem to interrogate the inner logical
system of Wagner s thought. In this way, they are emblematic of the difficulty to identify
Wagner s aim. Indeed, these comments show an inability to conceive that the unity of an
artistic project can stand within a contradiction that moves and drives it. Yet the point
of a correct understanding of Wagner's essay could be to bring a new interpretation
of his esthetical project as far as the Bayreuth Festival. And this is identified by a
constitutive paradox of the idea of art. Thus, this reflexion behoves us to bring out the
composers critical views on the place of art in the modernist era: views which touch
upon Christianity and the power of money. We are also led to underscore the reference to
ancient tragedy in order to reconsider the social and political reality of the modern world
through the concepts of harmony and natural necessity. Finally, Art and Revolution
draws the reader s attention to the ritual of self-adulation by the people in the practical
outcome, inherently contradictory, of Wagner s esthetical and social project.

P. Rovannais, Reading Therese of Jesus with Michel de Certeau, RThPh 2015/
111, 227-244 p.

Reading Therese of Jesus with Michel de Certeau means approaching the work of
Therese as a fable, as fiction, as a way of saying what cannot be said. The mystical
writing, but also the illnesses of Therese, the extraordinary phenomena or the travels;
they are all basically an act of language and it is not by chance that Therese is amongst
the inventors of the Castilian language. The theory of Certeau on mysticism proves
correct. The other who attempts to express himself remains unavailable so that the
believer, the disciple, with his never-satisfied, repeatedly revived desire, discovers the
love which animates him.

P. GiseL, The place of the Church in its relationship to the world and eschatology,
RThPh 2015/111, 247-262 p.

This article is a critical reading of the third part, on both the Spirit and eschatology,
of Wolfhart Pannenbergs Systematic Theology. It deals with accomplishment and the
central question of what accomplishment has to do with world realities and with what
falls within them, in the secular world as much as in the world of belief and of what it
incorporates. The proposed reading points out three elements: an understanding of the
Spirit addressing itself to world realities and of belief without sufficiently specifying
the orders of rationality always involved,; an over-determination through the pattern
of communion, social as well as ecclesiastic; the objectifying of the givens of faith and
their bases (here not without a surprising Biblicism). What implicitly takes shape is a
different way of understanding the realities of the Spirit and eschatology, outlined at the
end of the article and requiring a separate reflection on what they are for the Church, in
such a symptomatic place.
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C. Cuaramer, The ground, the object and the content of faith in Wilhelm
Herrmann and Wolfhart Pannenberg, RThPh 2015/111, 263-282 p.

What is the ground of faith? Is it distinct from the content of faith, from what is
believed by the believer? Modern Protestant theology has asked these questions,
especially in connection with the emergence of the historical-critical method. Some,
such as Wilhelm Herrmann, have argued that faith never depends on the results of
historical research. The risk of such a stance is to « immunize » faith from history and
thus « ghettoize » faith. Others, such as Wolfhart Pannenberg, have thought that faith
cannot sever itself so quickly from historical scholarship, with the risk of making faith
depend, at least partly, on historical research.
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