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L. Bove, What Must the Multitude’s Body Do to Free Itself from Domination?
Spinoza’s Lesson in the Political Treatise, RThPh 2015/11, p. 119-132.

The study bears on what we learn from the Political Treatise with respect to the
multitude’s immanent demands, as well as with respect to the means necessary for
adequately responding to these demands; specifically, the invention of “remedies”
which obstruct and prevent the possibility of domination. After having explained how
the multitude s affective and effective contradictions necessarily and in an immanent
fashion lead to a common consensual measure, that of equal rights, the study shows that
this measure is at the very heart of the politics of counter-powers that Spinoza develops
in the Political Treatise.

C. Ramonp, Spinoza's Political Treatise — Towards a Democracy Without
Values?, RThPh 2015/11, p. 133-147.

Spinoza’s Political Treatise: Towards a Democracy Without Values ? Should not
the democratic count be tempered by the respect for certain “values”? We show here
the difficulties of such a combination, both in of itself as well as in Spinozas political
thought. The ends of the political are in effect unknown, and the “values” respected by
regimes have considerably varied over the course of history. Spinoza himself changed
his views, from the Theological-Political Treatise fo the Political Treatise, with respect
to the ultimate ends of the political. Furthermore, the strict conventionalism of Spinoza,
Jfollowing which there is no sense in speaking of “just” or “unjust” outside of the
positive existence of laws, bars him from presenting “values” that would transcend the
laws of a given State or from opposing himself to the State. Matheron does not describe
indignation, in Spinoza's system, as a means of getting at transcendent “values”. On
the contrary, he insists on the fact that indignation is always denounced by Spinoza as a
prelude to the worst mob violence.

C. Jaquet, The Multitude's Affective Agreement. The Desire (desiderium) for
Vengeance as the Political Body’s Principle, RThPh 2015/11, p. 149-162.

In the Political Treatise (TP 6/1), Spinoza posits that a multitude comes together and
forms a political body not by the counsel of reason, but rather because of some common
affect, fear, hope, or desire to avenge an injury suffered in common. With this article,
we analyze the possibility, the practicability, and the legitimacy of this paradoxical and
problematic union of the multitude based on the desire for vengeance. In order to do
this, we first emphasize the originality of this thesis, one that has never been examined
by Spinoza’s commentators. We then examine the problems that it implies, such as
the absence of duration and the risk of escalating violence, in order to interrogate
its legitimacy. Lastly, we look to define what makes for the good use of vengeance,
distinguishing carefully, as Spinoza does, between desiderium of vengeance and
cupiditas, while also making explicit the precise nature of the vindictive affect on which
the multitude s agreement can legitimately base itself in order to define a sovereign law
and a common justice.
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H. PoLtier, Free Multitude/Enslaved Multitude. For a Reading of Spinoza's
Political Treatise, RThPh 2015/11, p. 163-184.

This study aims to pin down Spinoza's goal in his Political Treatise and to extract its
political teaching. Once having briefly reconstructed Spinoza's natural rights theory and
the necessity of the coming-to-being of a political body, we focus on the determination
of the conditions under which a multitude posits itself as free rather than as servile,
primarily through our reading of Chapters 6 to 11. It is shown that these conditions boil
down to the principle of a circular reinforcement of both the sovereign's and multitude's
power; that its possibility lies in an accurate understanding of the dynamics of passions;
and lastly that, without this, there results a regime of servitude characterized by the
cleavage of the government from the multitude. The conclusion proposes to shed a
Spinozist light on the present predicament.

J. SteTTER, The State as Mind, the Citizen as Submitted and as Resistant,
RThPh 2015/11, p. 185-205.

With this article, we look to determine the signification of the fact that a State, for
Spinoza, can be wholly understood as a singular “mind”. We show in what fashion
this understanding of the State as a “mind” explains the central elements of Spinoza's
theory of obedience, and in what fashion the success of the Spinozist political project is
conceivable from this perspective only. In conclusion, we underline a paradox: Spinoza
writes (TP 3/8) that no one relinquishes his or her faculty of judgment; by pulling on
this thread, we show that Spinoza indirectly and discretely deals with the State s possible
disappearance, on the condition that it will have succeeded in encouraging obedience
and on the condition that the “mind” of all will have become a common good.
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