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M. Frank, What means “the philosophy of Early Romanticism?”’, RThPh 2014/1,
p.1-20.

In this article, Manfred Frank shows that the philosophy of early Romanticism was
not a form of idealism, but rather a critique of idealism as it was being developed by
Reinhold and Fichte. The early Romantics did not simply reject the idea of consciousness
as a first, absolute (and self-sufficient) principle, they also rejected the thesis, defended
in varying ways by Reinhold and Fichte, of a deductive philosophy proceeding from a
Jirst, unconditioned principle. To them, the idea of a first, unconditioned principle was a
contradiction. Against that idea, they considered philosophy to be an infinite aspiration,
an infinite quest for knowledge.

J.-M. TETAz, Fichte's reply to the Romantics. The meta-criticism of romantic
criticism of idealism in The Science of Knowledge nova methodo, RThPh
2014/1, p. 21-44.

Recent scholarship about the world of Early Romanticism sheds light on the ways
in which Fichte replied to that movements criticism of his Science of Knowledge. The
Science of Knowledge nova methodo can thus be read as Fichte's reply to his critics. A
close reading of that text s first pages shows that in it Fichte treats three critical points :
first, the meaning of idealism, far from negating realism, reveals its transcendental
conditions ; second, even if philosophical reflection does require going beyond empirical
consciousness, it is not about the quest of a principle which transcends consciousness but
rather about a quest which seeks consciousness s transcendental origin in intellectual
intuition ; third, instead of following a linear deductive progression beginning with a
first principle, the Science of Knowledge articulates a thought experiment in which
anyone can put the Science of Knowledge into practice and thereby discover its truth.

D. ScHuLTHESS, Nietzsche métaéthicien, RThPh 2014/1, p. 45-65.

The writer shows how an ensemble of themes which we now call metaethics helped
to form Nietzsche's approach to morality. To begin with, a moral judgement, or a value
Jjudgement, in order to be acceptable in the eyes of the philosopher, must be similar
fo a judgement made in the domain of natural science. The impossibility for moral
Judgement to satisfy such a demand speeds up the loss of morality, at least according
to Nietzsche's first class of people who deny morality in Human, All Too Human. This
position, however, leads one to suppress all action. Faced with such an inconvenience,
Nietzsche is constrained to change his understanding of moral judgement. At this point,
his second class adopting a wholly different approach, Nietsche becomes practically a

“metaethicist”, while leaving the ultimate status of moral judgement in indecision.
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K. Kim, L’esprit et les esprits. La question terminologique en Asie et ses
implications pour une théologie du Saint-Esprit, RThPh 2014/1, p. 67-87.

The problem of the translation of theological terms is a recurring one, especially in
relation with mission and evangelization. In this article, Kirsteen Kim shows how the
word “Spirit” has been translated in the Korean context, since the arrival of Christian
missionaries, and how, in return, the choice of this or that term, in a largely animist,
“spirits "-centered culture, has influenced the way of conceiving the Holy Spirit in
various theological and Church movements (Full Gospel, minjung, among others).
Several implications for Western theology are presented in conclusion.

N. MAILLARD, Ethique et neurosciences. A propos du livre de Bernard Baertschi,
L’éthique a [’écoute des neurosciences, RThPh 2014/1, p. 89-101.

In his latest book, Bernard Baertschi, combining empirical studies with normative
reflexion, studies the impact on our moral conceptions of recent research in experimental
psychology and the domain of neuroscience. Although he shows with evidence that the
data coming out of these fields of research can enrich philosophical work, a reading of
this book leads one also to question the pertinence and the limits of use of scientific data
in the field of ethics.
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