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The study of the origins of Greek language—IHomer and Hesiod—confirm
studies in mythology which show that not even the idea of non-being existed in
Greece in archaic times. Homeric poetry is a poetry of being, even when the Sirens
are shown in the full act of lying. The poetry of the lie (or of fiction?) appears
furthermore only timidly in Hesiod. But there is no trace of non-being, not even in
the word x&oc “void”. No one should be surprised that Greek speculation of non-
being begins, in vocabulary and as a philosophical object, with the Pre-socratics,
Xenophanes, and certainly Parmenides. It is the appearance of the formal neuter
singular of the negation (t0 pun 0Ov) in the place of the nomeric plural (T&
dvra)—never disdained—which seems to be the main linguistic line of this evolution
in thought, parallel to the designation of the infinitive, after Anaximander, by
another neuter singular (t0 dmeipov). Finally, to return to the Odyssey, speculation
about the ambiguousness of obTIg, “no one”—a pronoun susceptible to becoming a
proper noun—Iis a possible witness to the burgeoning of reflection on non-being in
the archaic epoch.
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