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DAVID HAMMONS, COLD SHOULDERS, 1990/KALTE SCHULTERN, 1990. (PHOTO: E

EN PAGE WILSON)

shit, if I had his cover story I’d give ya the 411 on this
muthah-fucka. So wha’ d’ ya wan’? I seen him comin’
towar’s me so I prepare to do my thing. It ain’ like I‘m
new to this shit or nothin’, so ya know the signs. I goes
an lower my shoulder an gets ready for his ’‘proach, like
dis righ’ here. Tha’s righ’. Jus’ as the mutha-fucka’s
comin’ towar’s me.

Well it’s like, ya know. Kin’nah like how, when they be in
commercials. Ya know? How like when Billy Dee be comin’ at
you towar’s the screen. Passion. You know, like wit’
passion. An’ wha’ wit’ these extensions I got. Righ’?
Only be comin’ at me wit’ wha’ be lookin’ like blonde hair
an’ I be thinkin’ to myself tha’ I mus’ be lookin’ real
dope if he be comin’ at me like tha’. Righ’?

Shit, I done tol’ you the mutah fucka was comin’ towar’s
me. I mean, where you from mutha fucka? Shit, wha’ I do
is my job jus’ like this be yo’ job. Tha’s all, mutah
fucka. But, damn, if ‘fore I could get a good sight of him
they was this othah fucka standin’ long side where the mens
be sittin’ wit’ the trees. Ovah there. Yeah, you see ‘em.
An’ this mutha fucka be sellin’ snow! Damn if I ain’t
shittin’. This mutha fucka was sellin’ snow an’ that beats
all my shit. Damn if it don’. Tha’s wha’ I be talkin’
‘bout. Black, man. Tha’s talkin’ back.

The mutah fucka had on skates. You know them ones with the
single wheels. I don’ know wha’ they be called. But those.
Anyway, ‘fore I can focus my eyes, I smell this odor man,
like if someone been shitin’ on themsel’s or somethin’. I
mean like skank shit. I had to duck my head to get that
shit out my nose. Of ’course this leaves me not able to

see this muthah fucka comin’ at me in them skates. Nex’ I
know, there’s this bitch standin’ there with these
extentions actin’ as if he’s comin’ for her or somethin’.
Then she starts to turn from the smell which keep comin’ as
he keep comin’. Then I say to myself, shit, this is my
shit an’ this mutha fucka tryin’ to come in here an’ move
me from my shit ‘cause if my head is down, shieldin’ me
from tha’ smell, then how else I‘m gonna protect my shit.
So this become a war. Don’ you see? It’s me an’ my shit
again’t this mutah fucka wh’s tryin’ to take my shit while
my head is down. So I wrapped this scarf I had done got
from this sistah that always be smellin’ like sweet potatoe
pies an’ I wrap this sucka ‘round my nose an’ mou-fh an’
take a good look at this mutah fucka. An’ I’1l be damn if
he didn’t have a blonde woman’s wig sittin’ on top his head
like a hat with these scarves tied roun’ his arms an’
shoulders an neck so’s he can’t even move hisself ‘cept on
them skates. Bu’ it seem like this here ol’ silly girl
can’t see nothin’ ’‘captin’ wha’ she want. And then she
couldn’t see no way cause her head be held down by the
smell.

When he fell, I had jus’ done grabbed her from out the way.
By the time we looked up, wasn’t nothin’ much left to see.
Wha’ had once been turned to what looked like ash and it
had the smell of cedar. The skates were twisted ‘round ice
as if that frozen water had the strength of steel. The wig
he wore lay on top the scarves where it took on the look of
# RS 5 ShihE ¥ v twisted hay and the smell of wet dogs.
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