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Introduction

Determined to make his own way in
life, the young Johann Jacob Rieter
left the family’s goldsmith business in
1795 for the world of commerce. His
thirst for the freedom to conduct his
own business prompted him to break
out of the constraints imposed on the
craft trades in the Zurich of those days.
The Rieter name has endured through
an eventful series of developments
ever since.

Over several generations and
through economic ups and downs, the
sons and grandsons of the Rieter fam-
ily have taken responsibility for the
development of the firm. They led the
company from trading in colonial pro-
duce and cotton, to become ultimately
a spinning machinery manufacturer. In
the process they also became involved
in numerous other textile machinery
sectors and diversification ventures
such as e.g. turbines, electrical en-
gineering, railways, bridgebuilding
and rifles.

In the early 20" century the com-
pany’s destiny was finally entrusted to
specialists outside the Rieter family.
They continued to manage the com-
pany in the spirit of its founders, con-
centrating its activities on spinning
machinery ~ manufacture. ~ While
following this development route, the
company was also opening up to all in-
ternational markets. In the process,
Rieter grew out of the monoculture of
a one-product company and developed
the structures of a global multitechnol-
ogy group.

These developments are recorded in
these publications celebrating the
200" anniversary of the Rieter com-

Obertoss factory bell, inscribed « My peal
calls to and fro, to work and to rest»

pany. The first volume reviews the
company’s history, while the second
volume deals with general engineer-
ing, textile machinery manufacture,
the products of staple fibre and fila-
ment technology, and noise control.

The brief, matter-of-fact presenta-
tional style of these two pioneering
volumes has been chosen deliberately
to reflect the spirit of the times as the
turn of the millenium approaches. The
material is intended to provide verbal
and pictorial information on the past
200 years of Rieter’s activities, and
also to encourage reflection on the
company’s future.

As regards historical developments
and the first 175 years of the com-
pany’s existence, this volume is based
on the manuscript by Dr. Hans U.
Rentsch of Winterthur, who died in
1994. Paul Klaeger of Meilen com-
pleted the chapter on the Rieter family
and put together the chronicle of «Rie-
ter’s 200 Years 1795-1995».

The work as a whole, and in parti-
cular the progress of the company in
the past twenty-five to fifty years, has
been compiled by the author.

Winterthur, summer 1994
Alfred J. Furrer
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