Zeitschrift: Swiss pioneers of economics and technology
Herausgeber: Association for Historical Research in Economics
Band: 4 (1994)

Artikel: From Schmidheiny to Schmidheiny
Autor: Staub, Hans O.

Inhaltsverzeichnis

DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-1091181

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 18.01.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-1091181
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Table of Contents

Preface 7

Jacob Schmidheiny I (1838-1905)

«I want to be a manufacturer» 9
Manager at Sorntal — Lord of the «Schloss» at Heerbrugg — Silkworms and
bricks — Expansion to St. Gallen — «As if the world were full of demons» —
«The multiple-edge mill» — Opening of the Rhine Valley tramway — «The ho-
nest attempt to do good...» — «The honour of our house» — Chronology

Ernst Schmidheiny I (1871-1935)

Mediator, negotiator and industrialist 31
Lieutenant, «phantom fireman» and member of parliament — Electricity and
energy — Ernst and Jacob II work together in the brick and tile industry — The

- «control of prices and production» — «Bonding agent made from fine-ground
limestone and clay marl» — The cement cartel: a matter of survival — The birth
of «Holderbank» — Head of the Barter Office — From the «beans deal» to the
«Schmidheiny affair» — Rescue operations in all quarters — Eternit: «the
building material of the future» — «Holderbank» goes abroad — Egypt: Ernst
Schmidheiny’s destiny — The bleak years — The air disaster at El Arish —
Chronology

Jacob Schmidheiny II (1875-1955)

Brickmaking, optics and mechanical engineering 63
With 1 HP from St. Gallen to Heerbrugg — Managing director of Ziircher
Ziegeleien — The brickmakers’ main worries — «The finest clay pit in Switzer-
land» — Not bricks and tiles, but oil and fat — The brief adventure with the
Safir motorcar — From the horse-drawn tram to the trolleybus — A new
beginning with Wild-Heerbrugg — Escher Wyss: a company with an eventful
history — From the heights to the depths — In the words of Zurich’s city
president Emil K16ti «a stroke of luck» — Modernization despite war and crisis
— No time for «high politics» — The right man for the right job — Upright
bearing in a Colonel’s uniform — Chairman of the Dornier aircraft factory —
A salute without the Colonel — Chronology

Ernst Schmidheiny II (1902-1985)

From cement to the top-flight position at Swissair 99
A master of negotiating tactics — An apprenticeship starting from the bottom
— Early days at «Holderbank» — Splitting up the headquarters — Expansion to
South Africa... — ...and to North America — Cement and Eternit in Latin
America — The future of Swissair — Long-haul flights: yes or no? — The switch
to jet aircraft — Times change in the cement industry — Chronology



Max Schmidheiny (1908-1991)

Traveller between worlds 123
Head of the business at twenty-three — Contacts with both warring parties —
An «act of madness» in Berlin — Historic meeting in Cairo — Nasser’s coup and
nationalization — «I want Schmidheiny» — Commander of the Order of the
Cedar — Interlude in wood — Wild-Heerbrugg: Max Schmidheiny’s «favourite
child» — Concern about energy supplies — «Favourable constellation for
success» at Brown Boveri — Mergers, amalgamations, takeovers — The Hans
Schaffner affair — Politics: not a dirty game — «Sitting around in Berne» —
Settling his succession — The «most powerful businessman in Switzerland» —
Chronology

Peter Schmidheiny (born 1908)

Building bridges in the engineering industry 155
Chairman of Ziircher Ziegeleien — From «hydraulics manager» at Escher
Wyss... — ...to managing director in difficult times — New managerial
responsibility at Escher Wyss — From loose «cooperation»... — ... to «hidden
takeover» and merger — «Hard to take» — Head of the War, Industry and
Labour Agency — Chronology

The fourth generation:

«There is no Schmidheiny superholding company» 173
Thomas: «Concrete and all that goes with it» — «Holderbank»: the world’s
largest cement producer — Anchored in the Pacific Rim — «Conscious custom-
er proximity» — «Active leadership role» in environmental protection —
Intermezzo at Wild-Leitz — «Switzerland has lost its claim to special status» —
Stephan: the «industrial architect» — «Lugging asbestos sacks with the best of
them» — The battle of the «wonder fibres» — Away from the building industry
— Calling in a managing director — The vision of «sustainable development» —
Switzerland: a negative balance — Alexander: a different mould of Schmid-
heiny — Californian wine and Swiss ski wax — Jacob III: more than just bricks
— Safeguarding the long-term future — «Thorough rethinking» — Faith in the
will of the Swiss to achieve reform — Chronologies

Annexes 203
Schmidheiny family tree
References and sources, photo credits



	...

