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HOPE

UNFOLDING HOPE

Catherine Mosbach

Landscape design is carried by
wind and light. It spreads here and

there, on the skin of the globe, via
centers of higher education. The

discipline has been emancipated since

the emergence of niches such as the
Ecole National Supérieure du Paysage

de Versailles, which detached from
the Ecole d'Horticulture in 1974. Its
evolution in recent decades is

delightful because of the horizons it
aims for and the hope it nurtures.

We welcome these advances,

which we hope will be achieved

despite a reality that too often falls back

on the boundaries between
disciplines. They feed our intuition that
there is an urgent need for
transmission against prevailing winds and

tides, and setting our sails reflects a

vision and courage which, despite its

limited scope, has created new sites

of discovery. This attitude as discoverer

and initiator of new eras fosters

an appetite and curiosity carried by
convictions and intuitions that dig
before knowing and find while
digging. Progress in the field of science
is aggregated and shared over time,
revisiting previous stages in order to
explore further. The practices of
architecture and landscape design are

woven into the representations that
are embodied in public commissions.

However, the societal view is

often positivist and rarely a mutual
one. Vigilance is required not to lose

the thread and to disseminate those

practices as widely as possible.
Dissemination takes place through

the experiences of the project, in
the sense of the physical reach of a

vision, and through its instruments
of manufacture, just as through the

possibilities of spontaneous
appropriation. Some experiences can take
five to ten years to emerge, beyond
the stages of maturation. This
temporality involves several generations
building an effective critical mass
that can promote transmission.
Dissemination occurs through texts,
collected words, books and critical
articles that reveal a site's opportunities,

programs, and their tools of
implementation. A landscape project
relays a reality, an experience,
phenomena depending on the seasons
and events. A text, a drawing, an image

conveys a point of view. Changing
the point of view orients the event
seen and transmitted, just as the

wind orients the seed. Dissemination

is done through teaching in the
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broad sense of the term: the targets

vary according to the geographical
hub, be it Zurich, Versailles, Boston,

Philadelphia, Milan, Barcelona, or
Oslo, to name but a few. Here, the

landscape project is tackled through
repeated explorations, always open,
adjusted to the particular place,
according to the point of view taken.

There, it is a specialization, an added

value of a dominant discipline.
Elsewhere, the focus is on the masses, the
collection of data, their assembly on
a large scale which establishes a

horizon line to be reached. Dissemination

is done through the numbers. In
this sense, those paths are followed
in parallel, with various intensities,
temporalities, and rhythms.

Testing the dividing lines means
considering architecture and

landscape, art and science, infrastructure
and equipment, fluids and solids on
the same level, rather than indexing

one in favor of the other, as is

too often the case. Making a project
opens up avenues of possibility that

the collective consciousness has not
yet grasped as available resources,
if not yet acquired. Breaking down
the boundaries challenges traditional
practices in advance of potential
hybridization: Practicing, observing,
making visible and accessible to the

greatest number of people what is not
known in advance. Training to transgress

offers fertile ground, explored
here and there by means of new tools
such as sound waves—mastering—
and why not space too. The crossover
of "assets" cannot be confined in the

regulation mode by the academic
perimeters. It explores the terrain like
so many markers, clues to fields of
investigation, probing the past and

announcing the future in ambush.
This dialectical stance shatters the

separating barriers of decades, stratified

by self-centered attitudes. Taking

a step aside is an opportunity
to at once look, feel, receive, emit,
and be ready for other developments

that do not emerge solely from
within the self.
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