Zeitschrift: Pamphlet
Herausgeber: Professur fur Landschaftsarchitektur, Christophe Girot, ETH Zirich
Band: - (2008)

Heft: 11: Upper Rhine Delta : Master of Advanced Studies in Landscape
Architecture 07/08

Artikel: Intense : scapes
Autor: Fickinger, Carolin
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-965588

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-965588
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Upper Rhine Delta | Process

site plan

16

INTENSE: SCAPES
Carolin Fickinger

The design intervention reacts to the existing Rhine
Delta’s exceptional role as an expansive field along

an urbanized shoreline as well as the biggest nature
reserve around Lake Constance. The required Rhine
deviation is used to incorporate a broad zone of land
between existing urban structures and the shore into
the floodplain. It heightens the experience of the con-
tinually changing landscape: developing and chang-
ing textures in flora and fauna, the forces of the tides
(both of the New Rhine and the lake), and the sedi-
ment-related transformation of the topography.

In addition to meeting existing reeds, the area will
establish a threshold of seasonally diverse water situ-
ations in order to increase the plurality of habitats
there. It will expand the floodplain for both the Rhine
and Lake Constance, helping to reduce damaging
flooding further up the valley and around the lake,

as well as function as a sediment trap to maintain the
water quality of the lake, thereby resolving current
political disputes. The open zone establishes a clear

border and redirects urban sprawl without diminish-

ing the quality of life along the urban belt of Bregenz
— St.Margrethen — Dornbirn and Feldkirch. In addi-
tion, it enhances existing qualities and uses.

By freeing the Rhine River from its narrow canal, a
new relationship to the water is established. The Lake
Constance and the New Rhine are allowed to interact
in a more natural manner without completely destroy-
ing the existing context, and the tides of both water
systems are made legible.

During most of the year it is possible to walk or boat
through the reeds and forests or the dry river arms
and experience the unmediated impact of weather,
tides and vegetation. The visitor has to use his own
muscle power to push through the terrain, wade in
the silt, or make his own path through dense vegeta-
tion. Since no routes will be maintained nor infra-
structure such as electricity provided, trips will need
to be individually organized. The scale of the new
deviation allows everybody to enter without harming
the natural ecosystem, whereas the absence of clear
regulations and spatial structures invites those people
who want to make the extra effort to invent their own
activities.
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