Zeitschrift: Pamphlet
Herausgeber: Professur fur Landschaftsarchitektur, Christophe Girot, ETH Zirich
Band: - (2008)

Heft: 11: Upper Rhine Delta : Master of Advanced Studies in Landscape
Architecture 07/08

Artikel: Process
Autor: Girot, Christophe / Melsom, James
DOl: https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-965584

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 20.08.2025

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://doi.org/10.5169/seals-965584
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Upper Rhine Delta | Process

PROCESS

by Christophe Girot and James Melsom

Landscape architecture is probably one of the last
disciplines left capable of delivering a comprehen-
sive and unified design approach for a large-scale site
while simultaneoulsy integrating a broad palette of
natural and urban factors.

The current watershed problematic in Switzerland is
the point of departure of this particular design ap-
proach, because it underscores an unprecedented
change in the cultural landscapes of this country. Ma-
jor hydrological projects always require broad political
support, and it is our belief that large-scale landscape
architecture can contribute significantly to their inte-
gration and acceptance.

The 07/08 MAS LA program focuses more specifi-
cally on the watershed problematic of Switzerland and
its associated landscapes. Recent events attributed to
climate change have had a significant impact on the
potential use of large-scale landscape environments at
the periphery of towns. The efficiency of several cen-
turies of water engineering projects have supported
the continued sprawl of the fringes into landscapes
now faced with an uncertain future.

Each site chosen for the course addressed issues of
permanent transformations and seasonal variations
through the perspective of future use and develop-
ment. The departure point of the studio was to view

the current condition of the site as a frame in an
evolving amalgam of elements comprised of hydrol-
ogy, geology, agriculture, large-scale infrastructure,
ecology, and dwelling The goal was to generate and
test various structural approaches to large-scale urban
landscape design in situ to help establish a spectrum
of possibilities for a given situation.

The Rhine River watershed, stretching from Italy to Lake Constance, where huge volumes of water and 2.5 mil-
lion cubic metres of sediment are transported.
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