Zeitschrift: Pamphlet
Herausgeber: Professur fur Landschaftsarchitektur, Christophe Girot, ETH Zirich
Band: - (2005)

Heft: 5: Designing unique landscapes : Master of Advanced Studies in
Landscape Architecture 03/04

Vorwort: Introduction
Autor: Parish, Jacqueline / Stahlin, Sabina

Nutzungsbedingungen

Die ETH-Bibliothek ist die Anbieterin der digitalisierten Zeitschriften auf E-Periodica. Sie besitzt keine
Urheberrechte an den Zeitschriften und ist nicht verantwortlich fur deren Inhalte. Die Rechte liegen in
der Regel bei den Herausgebern beziehungsweise den externen Rechteinhabern. Das Veroffentlichen
von Bildern in Print- und Online-Publikationen sowie auf Social Media-Kanalen oder Webseiten ist nur
mit vorheriger Genehmigung der Rechteinhaber erlaubt. Mehr erfahren

Conditions d'utilisation

L'ETH Library est le fournisseur des revues numérisées. Elle ne détient aucun droit d'auteur sur les
revues et n'est pas responsable de leur contenu. En regle générale, les droits sont détenus par les
éditeurs ou les détenteurs de droits externes. La reproduction d'images dans des publications
imprimées ou en ligne ainsi que sur des canaux de médias sociaux ou des sites web n'est autorisée
gu'avec l'accord préalable des détenteurs des droits. En savoir plus

Terms of use

The ETH Library is the provider of the digitised journals. It does not own any copyrights to the journals
and is not responsible for their content. The rights usually lie with the publishers or the external rights
holders. Publishing images in print and online publications, as well as on social media channels or
websites, is only permitted with the prior consent of the rights holders. Find out more

Download PDF: 01.04.2026

ETH-Bibliothek Zurich, E-Periodica, https://www.e-periodica.ch


https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=de
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=fr
https://www.e-periodica.ch/digbib/terms?lang=en

Designing Unigue Landscapes

INTRODUCTION
by Jacqueline Parish and
Sabina Stahlin

This pamphlet represents work in progress: the
Master of Advanced Studies Programme in Land-
scape Architecture (MAS LA) at the ETH Zurich.
It presents student projects of the first year,
2003/2004. It therefore reflects a very young
and fragile yet exciting phase in a teaching pro-
gramme, when processes and structures are not
yet established and can still be shaped, when its
status is vulnerable and yet full of potential. The
development of the pamphlet provided one of
the first critical opportunities to review the year’s
work (process) as well as the output (students’
projects). The aim of this publication is to de-
monstrate the complexity of the design process
as it applies to the suburban landscapes of Zurich
airport.

Landscape architecture stands as a discipline that
not only reflects a certain culture but also repre-
sents an active instrument in the shaping of pres-
ent and future cultures. Besides having physical
and experimental characteristics, it has the ability
to translate and express spatial and physical con-
cepts, and thus to participate in today’s cultural
discourse. The programme intends to encourage
further research to develop a professional land-
scape design culture that will use precise reason-
ing and clear argumentation to support projects.
This pamphlet stands at the beginning of a
research programme on a theory-based landscape
design method at the Chair of Prof. Christophe
Girot.

The pamphlet begins with two essays. While the
first one by Christophe Girot deals with today’s
landscape architecture on the large scale of urban
sprawl and with the teaching of it, the second

by Michael Jakob outlines the strange situation
that all landscape architecture finds itself in as
the translation of a lost original. In the students’
projects that follow, the focus is on the process of

design development in the MAS LA 03 rather than
on completed solutions. The two background texts
on geology and sociology exemplify two of the
topics studied during the year. The essay on video
and its uses as a sketching tool in landscape design
introduces the content of the DVD enclosed in the
back cover.

The editors wish to thank Prof. Charles Waldheim
for writing the foreword, and Prof. Michael Jakob,
Dr. Christian Schmid, Prof. Helmut Weissert and
Fred Truniger for their important contributions to
the publication. These texts represent the manifold
theoretical content of the MAS LA programme.
We also thank Claudia Moll, Eke Miedaner, Almuth
Seebochm and Andreas Gahwiler, who assisted

in the production of the pamphlet. Finally, our
thanks go to all the students and teaching staff in-
volved; this project would not have been possible
without them.
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