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V

Heinrich von Staden

CHARACTER AND COMPETENCE.
PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT

IN GREEK MEDICINE

The nature of the relation between professional competence
and moral character is one of the enduring issues raised in
Greco-Roman antiquity, as has often been recognised. Modern
scholars have not achieved agreement, however, on when, to
what extent, and in what ways it became articulated as an
explicit issue for ancient physicians. Among the questions still
awaiting satisfactory answers are, for example: if a practitioner
of medicine displayed superb skill and exemplary devotion in
the performance of all professional duties, did the Greeks
consider the moral qualities exhibited in his non-professional or
private life relevant to evaluating whether he was a good doctor?

Did they think that character, morality, and general conduct
outside the professional sphere stand in a direct relation to
professional competence? And, in particular, are there significant
differences between the classical, Hellenistic, and Roman responses
to such questions?

The present contribution will explore these and related issues

in three steps, proceeding in reverse chronological sequence for
reasons that will become evident: 1) a brief examination of Greek
and Latin evidence from the Roman empire which, according
to some scholars, displays a distinctive Roman sensibility in
these matters; 2) an exploration of evidence from the Hellenistic

period, to try to determine whether and how this 'Roman
sensibility' differs from its Hellenistic precursors; 3) a scrutiny of
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the central section of the Hippocratic Oath, with a view to
clarifying whether or not there is any continuity between the
Oath and Hellenistic or Roman views on the relation of moral
character to professional competence.

I

At the sanctuary of Asclepius on the southern slope of the
Athenian acropolis a verse inscription, probably from the time
of Plutarch, included among the tasks of a physician (spya
iaxpou) the following: xai. S'dcpsxXi äxeo[t,]xo xai •/[Beat, "and
he should heal [his patients] with excellence and with moral
character"1. Even if arete here, as in some inscriptions concerning
physicians, refers to professional or technical rather than moral

1 SEGXXVIII 225 (front side), 12-17 "Epya xaSc laxp[oü Ilaijcovia 7tpäxov
e[ ]/ xal voov KjaBai xal ol 7tp07tap ~r\ xco a[pyjy7;v]/ pa)8' eaiSyjv O'.vetjv xe napeE,

xal Oecrpa xal opx[ov] / xal 8' äpexai äxeo[i]xo xal rßzGi, pa) \xzv äx[E]uyy)[<;]/
xoüpa<; x' 1^8' äAoyou? epaxa[<;] ax' ip-qyoc, ä<päa[<Tcov]/ axspva 7t60coi /Xiaoi exe[ ]?

l[y)]xYjpo<; These verses, attributed to Sarapion, who perhaps is identical with the
Stoic poet who was an acquaintance of Plutarch (Moralta 384D, 396D-402F,
628A, cf STOB 3, 10, 2), appear on the front side (Face A) of a commemorative
monument (erected by one of the poet's descendants, probably by his grandson
Quintus Statius Sarapion of Cholleidae), to the front and sides further inscriptions
were later added For an edition with photographs see J H OLIVER, "The Sarapion
Monument and the Paean of Sophocles", m Hesperia 5 (1936), 91-122 (text on
95) See also J H Oliver and PL Maas, "An ancient poem on the duties of a

physician", in BHM1 (1939), 315-323, J and L ROBERT, "Bulletin 6pigraphique",
in REG 51 (1938), no 98; 52 (1939), no 96, and 63 (1950), no 82; R Keydell,
"Zum Carmen de officiis medio moralibus", in Hermes 76 (1941), 320, J H
Oliver, "Two Athenian poets", in Hesperia Suppl 8 (1949), 243-258 (text on
246), R FlaceliEre, "Le poete stoicien Sarapion d'AthEnes, ami de Plutarque",
in REG 64 (1951), 325-327, C P JONES, "Three foreigners in Attica", in Phoenix
32 (1978), 222-234 (on 228-231), D GOUREVITCH, Le triangle hippocratique
dans le monde grRo-romain, Bibliotheque des 6coles fran^aises d'AthEnes et de
Rome, fäsc. 251 (Rome 1984), 278-280, SB Aleshire, The Athenian Asklepieion
the people, their dedications, and the inventories (Amsterdam 1989), 17, 63-64'
id Asklepios at Athens eptgraphic and prosopographic essays on Athenian healing
cults (Amsterdam 1991), 49-74, DJ GeaGAN, "The Sarapion Monument and
the quest for status in Roman Athens", in ZPE 85 (1991), 145-165 (text on
147), SEG XXXIX 209
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excellence, ethos appears to refer to a virtuous character or, as

James Oliver suggested, to "blameless character"2. The Athenian

inscription thus suggests that, at least at the time of the Roman
empire, some Greeks thought that a physician should be attentive
both to his professional skills and to his moral character. The
inscription, in fact, brings character into a direct relation to
professional practice: axsoiro tjOectl. Such links between

competence and character are, of course, well known from the

writings of physicians of the Roman empire who were attuned
to philosophy (notably from Galen's oeuvre), but the Roman
epigraphic evidence, both Latin and Greek, suggests that this
dual emphasis, on professional character and moral competence,
was widely diffused, shared by lay persons and professional
physicians alike. I offer only a few select examples from a rich,
complex body of evidence.

A first-century A.D. decree at Delphi honoured the physician
Metrophanes of Sardis not only for his medical knowledge (ttjv
iaxpixriv £7UCTT7]pv)v) but also for his character (8toc to VjGoq),

bestowing upon him all the honours given to toi> xfaAoi'c]

xayocGou; ävSpacnv, thus valorising him as morally praiseworthy
while honouring his scientific expertise3. Another Delphic
honorary decree of the early Roman empire, apparendy belonging
to the same monument, ranks the physician Dion, too, among
totq xaXoTp xäyaöotc av[8pa]cn4, and, in the second century, the

2 J.H. OLIVER, "Two Athenian poets" (see n.l), 246: "Let him cure not only
with (professional) skill but also with blameless character". (The parenthetical
addition of 'professional' is Olivers.)

3 Fouilles de Delphes [hereafter F. Delphes) III 4, 2, 108, 2-13 (and plate
XIX 2): e7tc[i]S[Y)] [Mt]x]po<pav7]p Xap8'.av[op] G7u87j|X7)aap rfj 7t6Asi s[aux6v
io]xvcop xoip evxuyyjävouatv] TOxpeayev xaxa rt)V iax[ptxa]v] £7naxY)(i.7)v xai 8ta to
V)0o[p, SeJSoaOai auTpj xai TExvo[<.p aü]xoö TtoXtxiav, TtposSpiav, ~[po]u.avxLxv,

svxxvjaiv yap xai [oixtap] xai x&AAa Tipiia oaa -oip x[aAoTp] xayaOoip avSpatjiv
[s6op £<r]Tiv S£8oa[0ai See L. ROBERT, "Notes d'epigraphie hellenistique", in
BCH 52 (1928), 158-178 (on 172-173). This inscription probably was written
in the mid-first century of our era. On relations between Delphi and Sardis see
also F. Delphes III 4, 2, 241 (with commentary).

4 F. Delphes III 4, 2, 87, 2-8: ...AeX<poi eSoixav Aicovi [. ]x[. ] iaxpiö
7toXiT£iav atiTM xai lyyovoip aixou, Ttpopavxeiav, 7tpo^evi[av, 7ipo]eSptav, äauXiav,
TtpoSixiav, äxcXeiafv], yäp xai oixiap svxxyjctiv, xai [xdXXa x]etjjit.[a] oaa xoip
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doctor Ortesei[a]nos (Hortensianus?) is posthumously characterised

by his wife, Flavia Festa, and by his daughters as an txvrjp

v.piaxor, both recognised for his techne and admired for his ethos'.

Similarly, in the first century of our era the Magnesians praised
rhe freedman-physician Tiberius Claudius Tyrannus for being
held in high repute, even by the high standards of the emperors,
with reference both to his medical techne and to the decorousness

of his character: cxvYjp SsSoxtpacrpivoi; toi? Qziolc, xpixY]pioi<; tcov

SeßaaTwv Itu xe ty) xejyj] T/jp i<XTp(.x% xai ty) xocjpl6ty]ti twv
fjOoiv6. And in second-century elegiac couplets from Pergamon,
Glycon praises his wife and fellow-physician Pantheia not only for
her professional skill (ji'/yrf — which, he says in a revealing but
far from unique example of gender-oriented praise, is the equal of
his own "although she is a woman" — but also for her virtues,
which include temperance (aaocppouuvY)) and prudence (tuvotyj)7.

xaXo'lp xäyaöoip äv[8pä]m 818oxai See J. and L ROBERT, "Bull epigr", m REG
64 (1951), no 122, who suggest that Dion may have been a Coan physician
(K[cöop]), R. Flaceli£re, "Inscriptions de Delphes de l'epoque imperiale", in
BCH 73 (1949), 464-475 (on 467-468) Another Delphic inscription, probably
of the first century, honouring the physician Philotas ofAmphissa, son ofNicon,
perhaps also praises the physician both for his eutechnia and for his moral qualities,
but its restoration is uncertain: F. Delphes III 4, 1, 58, for divergent readings cf
SEG I 181, C. VäTIN, "Notes d'epigraphie delphique", in BCH 94 (1970), 675-
697 (on 680-681); L ROBERT, in BCH 52 (1978), 178 In the late second century
A D the physician Marcus Aurehus Dionysiacus of Minoa on Amorgos likewise
is honored at Delphi for being worthy of the honours that belong to xoü; xaXoip
xai ayaOoA ävSpäai (FDelphes III 3, 2, 298)

5 IG XIV 1900 (-IGRR I 319): 'Opx7)aEivop £v0a8E XEtxai, yevopisvop [lev
avrjp apiaxop, iaxpop Se xvjv xsyvyjv, ev Xoyoip y-Xoaorpoic xai 7)0£i 0aup.aax6i;
See H. GUMMERUS, Der Arztestand im romischen Reiche nach den Inschriften,
Societas Scientiarum Fennica, Commentationes Humanarum Litterarum Iii 6

(Helsingfors 1932), 44-45 (no. 153)
6 InscrMagnesia 113, 8-11; SIC? 807, 10-11 On xoapuoxyjp of ^0op see

L. Robert, "äpyaioXoyop", in REG 49 (1936), 235-254, on 245. See also

M KAPLAN, Greeks and the Imperial Court from Tiberius to Nero (New York
1990), 90-91; SiiGXL 1670; XLII 1068, V Nutton, "Healers in the medical
market place- towards a social history of Graeco-Roman medicine", in A. Wear
(ed), Medicine in Society Historical Essays (Cambridge 1992), 15-58 (on 46).

7 InscrPerg. Epigrammata Graeca ex lapidibus conlecta, ed G. KAIBEL (Berlin
1878), no. 243, 20-28 yatps, yuvai llavOsr.a, Trap' ävepop, op psxa potpav / oy)v

qaoo'j 0avaxou 7isv0op aXaaxov eyco / oü yap nos xo£y)[v] aXoyov ZuyiT) ISsv "Hpv) /
elSop xai 7rtvux7)v ^Se aaocppotjuv7]v / ou8s yuv). rrsp Eoüoa fu.yp omzkeinzo xEyv7]p
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So too on the island of Cos, perhaps in the early first century,
the public physician Isidorus, son of Nicarchus, is praised "on

account of his excellence with reference to his techne and to the
rest of his life (ßtot;)"8. While some Greek inscriptions of the
Roman empire, like many medical treatises, display admiration
only for a physician's professional skill, i.e., without making any
reference to his or her character or moral qualities, and while
others praise a physicians character without explicitly referring
to his professional competence, the dual evaluative emphasis
traced above, even if it deploys topoi well known from honorary
decrees and funerary inscriptions for non-physicians, too, is

sufficiently widespread to suggest that many Greeks of the
Roman period, including non-physicians, would have agreed
with Galen that moral virtue and medical competence should go
hand in hand. Galen, of course, sees himself as the instantiation
of such a union of high moral character and outstanding
professional skill, characterising himself, for example, as

"admired both for the dignity of my life (ßto<?) and for my deeds

in accordance with the techne"9. That this recurrent emphasis
on both professional expertise and moral character — expressed

through contrasts such as xeyvY] vs. 9j6oeraaT7)(j.Y) vs. 9j0o<;, Teyvvj

vs. xoap.toT7)<; twv YjOtov, xsyvT) vs. ßtoc; — might in part be a

response to the continuing distrust of physicians (a distrust
reflected in Roman literature of several genres from the time of
Cato the Elder to late antiquity)10 perhaps goes without saying,

8 Inscr. Cos 344, 8-14 (=SGDI 3698, 8-14):... exeipaoav axetpavco ypiKjecoi
'IaiScopov NcLxap/of'j] iaxpov Sapoaieuovxa äpexäp evsxa xac trepi xav TE/vav xai
xov aXAov aüxoü ßio[v]... This honorary decree is from the Coan deme Haleis.

9 Gal. De pmecognitione 3, 4 (XIV p.614 Kühn CMGV 8,1, p. 82, 24-25
Nutton): epoi 8' apyv) epOovou x6xs xpojxov syevexo, Oaupa^opevco sju xe ßiou

aepvoxTjxi xat xoi; xaxa xy)v xEyvTjv epyoip. On crepvoxT]? see also V. NUTTON, ad
loc., and Inscr.Magnesia 113 (cf. n. 6 above). See also J. JOUANNAs contribution
to this volume.

10 See, e.g., D. GOUREVITCH, Le triangle (n. 1 above), 347-414; H. VON
STADEN, "Liminal perils: early Roman receptions of Greek medicine", in Tradition,
Transmission, Transformation, ed. by F.J. Ragep, S.E Ragep, S. LrvESEY (Leiden
1996), 369-418; D.W. AMUNDSEN, "Images of physicians in classical times", in
Journal of Popular Culture 11 (1977), 643-655; R.W. Davies, "Medicine in
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but this would not render the evidence cited above any less

informative from an axiological point of view.
Latin inscriptions and legal texts of the Empire confirm that

this dual emphasis — on character and on competence — was

widespread among Latin-speaking subjects of the Roman

empire too. I offer only a few examples. At the time of the

emperor Trajan, C. Calpurnius Asclepiades of Prusa met with
approval in the highest circles both for his professional expertise
and because of his moral character: studiorum et morum causa

probatus a uiris clarissimis11. Marcus Cosinius Eutychianus and
Sotens likewise render tribute to their father for having been both
a medicus peritissimus and a homo bemgnissimusu. Similarly, in
the second century Cominia Faustina of Mogontiacum praises
her young son Peregrinius Heliodorus, a medicus, not only for
his consummata peritia but also for his mira pietas13 and, in a

funerary inscription from Spain, Cassius Philippus honours his

Ancient Rome", in History Today 21 (1971), 770-778; A GERVAIS, "Que pen-
sait-on des m&iecins dans l'ancienne Rome''", in Bulletin de l'Association Gutl-
laume Bude, 4e sdrie, 1964, 197-231; H H HUXLEY, "Greek doctor and Roman
patient", in G & R S S. 4 (1957), 132-138 Medicine is of course a target of
parody as early as Attic comedy, see Bernhard ZIMMERMANN, "Hippokratisches
in den Komodien des Aristophanes", in Tratados Hipocrdticos Actos del VIT Colloque
International Hippocratique (Madrid 1992), 513-525 Cf. also M I. RODRIGUEZ

Alfageme, La mediana en la comedia dtica (Madrid 1981), LE Rossi, "Un
nuovo papiro epicarmeo e ll tipo del medico in commedia", mA & R 22 (1977),
81-84, P EHRHARDT, Satirische Epigramme auf Arzte Eine medizinhistorische
Studie aufder Grundlage des XI Buches der Anthologia Palatina (Diss Erlangen
1974), K B C. Rankin, The physician in ancient comedy (Diss University of
North Carolina 1972); L. GlL and I R ALFAGEME, "La figura del medico en la
comedia Atica", in Cuadernos de Filologia Cldsica 3 (1972), 35-91; A SPALLICCI,

I media e la mediana in Persio (Milano 1941)
11 CIL XI 3943 ILS 7789 This physician (A D 87-157) obtained Roman

citizenship for himself, his parents and his four brothers from Trajan See

H GUMMERUS, op cit (above n.5), no 242
12 P CAVUOTO, "Le epigrafi del teatro romano di Benevento", in Rendiconti

Accad Lincei 24 (1969), 87-99 (on 98) Ann £pigr 1969-1970, no 170
Robert J ROWLAND, Jr, "Some new media in the Roman Empire", in Epi-
graphica 39 (1977), 174-179, no 432 (p 178)

13 CIL XIII 7094 H. Gummerus, no. 368 A. Riese, Das Rheinische
Germanien in den antiken Inschriften (Leipzig/Berlin 1914), no 2147
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"incomparable wife" Iulia Saturnina both as a medica optima
and as a mulier sanctissimaxA.

Many of the terms of praise in Latin inscriptions honouring
physicians are, once again, topoi that recur in inscriptions
concerning non-physicians; not only medici are praised, for example,
for having been a good father, husband, wife, son or brother, nor
are doctors the only ones commended for displaying goodwill
toward a city or thanked for having benefitted a community
through munificence. Topoi tend, however, to reflect not only
generic conventions but also popular values, and the value

terms repeatedly used to express moral and professional approbation

— as well as the rhetorical structures through which such

terms often become linked to one another (notably syntactic
parallelism, antithesis, and chiasm) — suggest that both character
and professional competence were often, though far from
invariably, seen by Romans, including non-physicians, as closely
associated prerequisites for being a praiseworthy physician.

Latin legal texts also display this double emphasis. The third
book of the Opiniones often ascribed to one of Galen's younger
contemporaries, the jurist Ulpian, for example, specifies that
both peritia artis and probitas morum be considered in the
selection of physicians: "The judgment on the physicians that
are to be included within a predetermined number is not to be

entrusted to the governor of a province but to the ordo and to
the landowners of each community, so that, being certain about
the uprightness ofcharacter and about the professional skill of the

physicians, they themselves may choose [doctors] to whom they

may entrust themselves and their children in physical illness"15.

Many other Greek and Latin texts of the Roman empire

14 CIL II 492 ILS 7802 H. Gummerus, no. 323. The date of the inscription
is uncertain, but it probably belongs to the second century.

15 In Justinian's Dig. 50, 9, 1 (p 852 Mommsen p.924 Watson): Ulpianus
libro tertio opinionum. Medicorum intra numerum praefimtum constituendorum
arbttrium non praesuh prouinciae commissum est, sed ordini et possessoribus

cuiusque ciuitatis, ut certt de probitate morum et peritia artis eligant ipsi, quibus se

liberosque suos in aegritudme corporum committant. On the authorship of the
Libri opinionum see T HONORfi, Ulpian (Oxford 1982), 120-128
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confirm that character and competence often were linked as

twin factors in the evaluation of a physician — and not only by
those who, like Galen, brought philosophical perspectives to
bear upon medicine. Cato's uir bonus, dicendi peritus, in other
words, has a medical counterpart, at least under the Roman

empire.
The apparent contrast between (a) this repeated emphasis, at

the time of the Roman empire, on professional competence as

well as personal character, and (b) the relative absence of apex7)
and of the cardinal virtues from the ranks of the forces identified
as motivating physicians in Hippocratic treatises of the classical

epoch, has prompted some scholars to conclude that the personal
morality of the physician does not become a distinctly,
consistently raised issue until the Roman empire16. According to this

view, Hippocratic medicine and its immediate successors have

much to say about the professional conduct of the physician,
about the importance of his professional reputation (8o£a), an<i

about his responsibilities to his techne (or to his patients or his

public), but little about the issue of personal moral character or
private conduct. Before asking whether the canonical version of
the Hippocratic Oath confirms this modern view, it might be

useful to examine whether the Hellenistic evidence supports
the conclusion that a new, distinctively Roman, 'moralising
sensibility' is brought to bear upon the relation of moral character

to professional competence in post-Hellenistic medicine.

16 E.g., Ludwig Edelstein, "The professional ethics of the Greek physician",
in BHM 19 (1956), 391-419, reprinted in Ancient Medicine: Selected papers of
Ludwig Edelstein, edited by O. and C.L. Temkin (Baltimore 1967), 319-348, on
323-324: "The early Hippocratic books are concerned exclusively with a body of
rules prescribing a certain behavior during the physicians working hours, with
medical etiquette, one might say... Such injunctions... are dictated by the wish to
uphold certain standards of performance and serve to distinguish the expert from
the charlatan... Yet at no point does the Hippocratic physician aim farther... As
for the physicians motives in practising medicine, he was engaged in it in order
to make a living"; D. GOUREVTTCH, op.cit., 436: "Le monde grec consid&re

surtout le medecin fes-qualite; le monde romain, hellenophone ou latinophone,
est tr£s sensible aussi ä ses vertus privees".
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II

The fragments of Hellenistic medical 'schools' offer scant
evidence concerning ethics and deontology. Extant reports about
the Empiricist school, for example, do not reveal whether —
and, if so, how — the Empiricists worked out the ethical

consequences of the epistemological foundations of their theory of
scientific method. Karl Deichgräber boldly tried to sketch "die
empirische Lebens- und Berufsauffassung"17, but he could cite

no firm evidence other than (a) a second-century Roman
Empiricist's view that becoming wealthy is the main purpose of
practising medicine and (b) another Empiricist's claim that
loquacity and vanity are to be avoided18. And while members
of Herophilus' school may have had more to say about professional

deontology19, the extant testimonia and fragments do not
reveal whether they had a strong interest in the relation of private
morality to professional conduct. A number of Hellenistic
inscriptions concerning physicians show little if any interest
in this relation. A characteristic honorary decree from the
third century before our era honours the Coan physician
Philistus, son of Nicarchus, for having "rendered services"

to very many citizens of Iasos or Samos "in accordance with
the medical techne" (xaxa rr)v taTptxY)v Teyvvjv), for having
"saved patients attacked by dangerous diseases" (-roup sp-
nscrovTap [sip appcocmap etuxivJSuvoup Slectcoktev), and, in
another recurrent honorific formula, for having rendered this

professional aid both "with every ready willingness (ps-roc 7ta<j7jp

npoOupiap) and with an unstinting eagerness for distinction

17 K. DEICHGRABER (ed.), Die griechische Emptrikerschule (Berlin/Zürich 21965),
322-323.

18 Ibid., fr. 293 Gal. De planus Hp. et Plat. 9, 5, 4-6, CMG V 4, 1, 2,

p. 564,22-30 De Lacy), on Menodotus, and p. 82,21 fif. Gal. Subfiguratio
empincd)-. neque multiloquus neque longiloquus erit empericus... neque superbus
existent et uir non plasmatus et absque uana gloria. Cf. Gal. Quod optimus medtcus

sit quoquephilosophus 2 (I p. 57 K. Scripta minora II p. 4 Mueller).
19 E.g., fr. 5l in H. VON Staden (ed.), Herophilus. The art of medicine in

early Alexandria (Cambridge 1989, repr. 1994), 125-126 (but see also 478-479
on Callianax).
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(cpiXoxifAaq ouösv sAÄerTtmv)"20. But about Philistus' private conduct

or moral character as manifested outside the professional sphere the

inscription reveals little (in this respect, as indicated above in Part

I, the inscription is no different from some Roman inscriptions).
At times, however, Hellenistic inscriptions harbour allusions

to, or expressions of, a larger moral vision of the values that
make a physician worthy of being honoured. A second-century
B.C. inscription from Aptera on the northwest coast of Crete,
honouring the Coan physician Callippus, son of Aristocritus,
not only uses formulaic expressions similar to those applied to
Philistus ("an unstinting eager willingness" and "saving many
citizens") but also three further phrases of considerable significance

for present purposes21. First, Callippus is praised for his

20 J. BENEDUM, "Griechische Arztinschriften aus Kos", in ZPE 25 (1977),
265-276, no. 1, 11-25 (=SEGXXVII 510). Benedum assigns the decree to Iasos,
whereas L. Robert, "Ddcret pour un mddecin de Cos", in RPh 52 (1978), 242-
251, attributes it to Samos. See also J. et L. Robert, "Bull, epigr.", in REG 71

(1958), no. 85 (p. 202), and 91 (1978), no. 357; S.M. Sherwin-'White, Ancient
Cos (Göttingen 1978), 270; J. BENEDUM, "Inscriptions grecques de Cos relatives

i des mödecins hippocratiques et Cos Astypalaia", in M.D. Grmek (ed.), Hippo-
cratica. Actes du Colloque hippocratique de Paris (Paris 1980), 35-43. The names
Philistos and Nicarchus are not uncommon on Cos; see P.M. FRASER and
E. MATTHEWS (eds.), A lexicon ofGreek personal names I (Oxford 1987), 330, 464.
A number of words and phrases in this inscription recur with some frequency in
decrees honouring physicians, as J. BENEDUM, in ZPE 25 (1977), 267-269,
points out; see also ibid., p. 274, no. 4, 2-7 {=SEG XXVII 515), from the third
or second century B.C.: [... p.sx]a 7ta[a]a5 [—oAAoT-] xe et; äpcocrxla?
E7uxiv[Suv]ou<; ep.7tEa6vTO)v EßoaOyjcre xaxa xav xeyvav xa/.oj; xal auixtpEpovxcoi;
uETX xaaa; TtpoOupuap {maxouwv ei; xäv exoccttou crtoxTjplav. Characterisation of a

physician in terms of techne (iatrike) is quite common; see, e.g., IGV 1, 1145,
22-24; IG XL 4, 633; 693; 775, 10; DGE (Schwyzer) 369; SI(? 620, 5-6; 620,
36; 943, 2; 943, 25; SGDI3557, 5104 c25.

21 Inscr.Cret. II n° 3,3 (pp.16-17). See M.E. Detorakis, "METAKAHSH
KÜQN TIATPDN ZTHN KPHTH TON 2° a£ -X.", in KPHTIKA XPONIKA
30 (1990), 51-61, on this inscription and on two third-century B.C. (221-219),
Cretan honorary decrees for the Coan physician Hermias (see below, nn. 24-25).
Detorakis (p. 56) recognizes the similarity between xaxa xe xöp. ßlov xal xav
xsyvav and the central sentence of the Hippocratic Oath (see below, Part III). On the
diaspora of Coan physicians in the Hellenistic period — many were sent by Cos
to serve other cities — and on the relation of these activities to certain features
of the Hippocratic Oath see G. PUGLIESE CARRATELLI, "La norma etica degli
Asklepiadai di Cos", in PP 46 (1991), 81-94 (87 on Callippus).
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conduct "both with reference to his life and with reference to
his technexaxa xs xop. ßtov xai xav xeyvav. I shall attempt
below (Part III) to clarify in greater detail what 'life' means in
this recurrent coupling of bios and techne., but for now it should
be noted that the xs xai construction suggests that this is

not a case of hendiadys but that the author wishes to draw
attention, with equal emphasis, to the physician's conduct of
his life as well as his practice of his techne. Secondly, the

inscription ranks Callippus among "the good [virtuous] men"
(xtbp ayaOwp avSpap, in this Doric inscription) worthy of being
honoured (xipwv). AyaOop is, of course, the adjective that
corresponds to apex?) and, qualifying avSpap (rather than iaxpoup),
it suggest that the 'virtuousness' to which aya0oup here refers is

not confined to the technical excellence of a physician but
includes the moral character of the whole person: an <xya0op

avV)p (like Cato's uir bonus) is not a mere technical expert22.

Third, this impression is reinforced by the decree's specification
that it is, in part at least, "because of his arete and goodwill"
that Callippus is to be praised, crowned with a gold crown, and

given 300 staters23. Although the latter, too, is a recurrent
honorific topos, and although each of these expressions (xaxa xov
ßtov, avYjp aya0op, and äpsxocp svsxa xai euvoiap) is, of course,

22 See also the honorary decree of Iasos praising the Coan doctor Teleutias
for his kalokagathia-. SECXXVII 517 (lines 35, 38). Cf. /GXI 4, 775, 4-5 (<Hp
ayaOop, of a tarpon) and nn. 23-27 below.

23 ApE-rijp Ivsxa xai süvoiap (-yj- eic [or Ttpop] tt)v tioXiv [or tov Srjpov]) is, of
course, a very common formula of praise in honorary decrees; see, e.g., I(? II/III 1,

127, c30; 212,32; 233, a7-8, b25-26; 309,3-5; 342,8-9; 343,9-10; 364, a5-6;
431,3-4; 448,13; 448,23; 456, b9-10; 466, b31; 467,25-26. So too IG XII 5,
824, 27-28 (see note 26 below); SIG3 805,11; SEGXIV 131,3-4; XV 111,12;
XIX 72,4-5; XXI 310,32-33; 319,7-8; XXVII 511,11; 514,10-11; cf SEG XXVII
517,39,41. A fragmentary Hellenistic inscription from Cos, which appears to
contain the introduction to a decree honouring a public physician of the late
third century before our era, likewise includes in its encomiastic repertory not
only that "he came to the aid of many attacked by dangerous diseases", that "[he
acted] in accordance with his techne" and "with every willing eagerness, answering
each call to rescue", but also the award of a gold wreath and of public praise

apexap Evexa xai suvoiap; J. BENEDUM, in ZPE 25 (1977), 274 no. 4 SEG
XXVII 515. See also nn. 20, 25.
























































































