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HEINRICH VON STADEN

CHARACTER AND COMPETENCE.
PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
IN GREEK MEDICINE

The nature of the relation between professional competence
and moral character is one of the enduring issues raised in
Greco-Roman antiquity, as has often been recognised. Modern
scholars have not achieved agreement, however, on when, to
what extent, and in what ways it became articulated as an
explicit issue for ancient physicians. Among the questions still
awaiting satisfactory answers are, for example: if a practitioner
of medicine displayed superb skill and exemplary devotion in
the performance of all professional duties, did the Greeks con-
sider the moral qualities exhibited in his non-professional or
private life relevant to evaluating whether he was a good doctor?
Did they think that character, morality, and general conduct
outside the professional sphere stand in a direct relation to
professional competence? And, in particular, are there significant
differences between the classical, Hellenistic, and Roman responses
to such questions?

The present contribution will explore these and related issues
in three steps, proceeding in reverse chronological sequence for
reasons that will become evident: 1) a brief examination of Greek
and Latin evidence from the Roman empire which, according
to some scholars, displays a distinctive Roman sensibility in
these matters; 2) an exploration of evidence from the Hellenistic
period, to try to determine whether and how this ‘Roman sen-
sibility’ differs from its Hellenistic precursors; 3) a scrutiny of
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the central section of the Hippocratic Oath, with a view to
clarifying whether or not there is any continuity between the
Oath and Hellenistic or Roman views on the relation of moral
character to professional competence.

At the sanctuary of Asclepius on the southern slope of the
Athenian acropolis a verse inscription, probably from the time
of Plutarch, included among the tasks of a physician (o«
latpob) the following: xal §'dpetdr dxéoli]ro xal #beot, “and
he should heal [his patients] with excellence and with moral
character™. Even if arete here, as in some inscriptions concerning
physicians, refers to professional or technical rather than moral

b SEG XXVIII 225 (front side), 12-17: "Epyo tade tatp[ob [Ma]dvia mpdTov
el- - -]/ xal véov i7jo0u xal of wpbmap 7 T dfphynv])/ und’ dodfv Ouyény te mapel
wot Beopd wal Bpxfov]./ xal & dpetdr dxéolt]to xal i0eot, pn pev drle]uynlcl/
wobpag T RS’ dhbyoug Epatdlc] &7 donyde dedoowv]/ atépva mhBwL yhdor ére[- - g
i[n]tiipoc. These verses, attributed to Sarapion, who perhaps is identical with the
Stoic poet who was an acquaintance of Plutarch (Moralia 384D, 396D-402F
628A; cf. STOB. 3, 10, 2), appear on the front side (Face A) of a commemorative
monument (erected by one of the poet’s descendants, probably by his grandson
Quintus Statius Sarapion of Cholleidae); to the front and sides further inscriptions
were later added. For an edition with photographs see J.H. OLIVER, “The Sarapion
Monument and the Paean of Sophocles”, in Hesperia 5 (1936), 91-122 (text on
95). See also J.H. OLIVER and PL. Maas, “An ancient poem on the duties of a
physician”, in BHM 7 (1939), 315-323; ]. and L. ROBERT, “Bulletin épigraphique”,
in REG 51 (1938), no. 98; 52 (1939), no. 96; and 63 (1950), no. 82; R. KEYDELL,
“Zum Carmen de officiis medici moralibus”, in Hermes 76 (1941), 320; J.H.
OLIVER, “Two Athenian poets’, in Hesperia Suppl. 8 (1949), 243-258 (text on
246); R. FLACELIERE, “Le poete stoicien Sarapion d’Athenes, ami de Plutarque”,
in REG 64 (1951), 325-327; C.P. JONES, “Three foreigners in Attica’, in Phoenix
32 (1978), 222-234 (on 228-231); D. GOUREVITCH, Le triangle hippocratique
dans le monde gréco-romain, Bibliotheque des écoles francaises d’Athenes et de
Rome, fasc. 251 (Rome 1984), 278-280; S.B. ALESHIRE, The Athenian Asklepieion
the people, their dedications, and the inventories (Amsterdam 1989), 17, 63-64:
id., Asklepios at Athens: epigraphic and prosopographic essays on Athenian healing
cults (Amsterdam 1991), 49-74; D.J. GEAGAN, “The Sarapion Monument and
the quest for status in Roman Athens”, in ZPE 85 (1991), 145-165 (text on
147); SEG XXXIX 209.
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excellence, éthos appears to refer to a virtuous character or, as
James Oliver suggested, to “blameless character”™. The Athenian
inscription thus suggests that, at least at the time of the Roman
empire, some Greeks thought that a physician should be attentive
both to his professional skills and to his moral character. The in-
scription, in fact, brings character into a direct relation to
professional practice: dxéoito ... #ifest. Such links between
competence and character are, of course, well known from the
writings of physicians of the Roman empire who were attuned
to philosophy (notably from Galen’s oeuvre), but the Roman
epigraphic evidence, both Latin and Greek, suggests that this
dual emphasis, on professional character and moral competence,
was widely diffused, shared by lay persons and professional
physicians alike. I offer only a few select examples from a rich,
complex body of evidence.

A first-century A.D. decree at Delphi honoured the physician
Metrophanes of Sardis not only for his medical knowledge (t7v
latouny émothuny) but also for his character (Six o #Boc),
bestowing upon him all the honours given to 7olc x[ahoig]
wéyobolc dvdpdoty, thus valorising him as morally praiseworthy
while honouring his scientific expertise’. Another Delphic
honorary decree of the early Roman empire, apparently belonging
to the same monument, ranks the physician Dion, too, among
ol xaholg x&yadoic &v[dpd]at?, and, in the second century, the

? ]J.H. OLIVER, “Two Athenian poets” (see n.1), 246: “Let him cure not only
with (professional) skill but also with blameless character”. (The parenthetical
addition of ‘professional’ is Oliver’s.)

3 Fouilles de Delphes [hereafter = E Delphes) 111 4, 2, 108, 2-13 (and plate
XIX 2): éne[l3[¥)] [Mntlpogpdvng Zapdixv[dc] émdnuhoag t7) mérer &[autov
&b]xvwe Toig évruyy[dvovey] mapéoyey xatdk T lat[pdv] émioTAuy xal g To
A0o[c, 3e]8babor adT®d %ol Téxvo[ig ad]tod moAitiav, mpoedpiav, m[po]poavrioy,
Evetnow yag xod [olxlag] wal tdMa Tl 8o Tolg x[ahols] xdyabolg dvdpdoty
(€00 2c]viv 3iSoo[0ar... See L. ROBERT, “Notes d’épigraphie hellénistique”, in
BCH 52 (1928), 158-178 (on 172-173). This inscription probably was written
in the mid-first century of our era. On relations between Delphi and Sardis see
also £ Delphes 111 4, 2, 241 (with commentary).

4K Delpbes 111 4, 2, 87, 2-8: ...Ackpol &wxav Alww [........ Jxl...] tatpdd
mohtelay adTd xal Eyydvorg adtol, mpouavreioy, mpokevi[ay, mpoledplay, douiiay,
npoduniay, dréhewx[v], vag xol oixlag Bvxtnouw, xal [t tlelpt[a] Soa Toig
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doctor Ortesei[a]nos (Hortensianus?) is posthumously character-
ised by his wife, Flavia Festa, and by his daughters as an dvp
%proTog, both recognised for his techne and admired for his ézhos’.
Similarly, in the first century of our era the Magnesians praised
the freedman-physician Tiberius Claudius Tyrannus for being
held in high repute, even by the high standards of the emperors,
with reference both to his medical techne and to the decorousness
of his character: dvnp dedontuacuévoc toic Oetorg xprtnplowg TéV
XePoctdv Enml TE T TEYVN TNG loTpikdig %ol T XOGULOTYTL TGOV
#06v°. And in second-century elegiac couplets from Pergamon,
Glycon praises his wife and fellow-physician Pantheia not only for
her professional skill (véywn) — which, he says in a revealing but
far from unique example of gender-oriented praise, is the equal of
his own “although she is a woman” — but also for her virtues,
which include temperance (sxogposivy) and prudence (mvut)’.

xohols wdoyabois dv[dpd]or 3idotaw ... See J. and L. ROBERT, “Bull. épigr.”, in REG
64 (1951), no. 122, who suggest that Dion may have been a Coan physician
(K[&o¢]); R. FLACELIERE, “Inscriptions de Delphes de '"époque impériale”, in
BCH 73 (1949), 464-475 (on 467-468). Another Delphic inscription, probably
of the first century, honouring the physician Philotas of Amphissa, son of Nicon,
perhaps also praises the physician both for his eutechnia and for his moral qualities,
but its restoration is uncertain: £ Delphes 111 4, 1, 58; for divergent readings cf.
SEG 1 181; C. VATIN, “Notes d’épigraphie delphique”, in BCH 94 (1970), 675-
697 (on 680-681); L. ROBERT, in BCH 52 (1978), 178. In the late second century
A.D. the physician Marcus Aurelius Dionysiacus of Minoa on Amorgos likewise
is honored at Delphi for being worthy of the honours that belong to voic xatoig
ol dyabole dvdpdaor (K Delphes 111 3, 2, 298).

> IG XIV 1900 (=IGRR 1 319):... 'Optnocivog év0dde neiar, yevbuevos wev
avnp &pLoTog, Latpodg € TV TEYVYY, év Abyols prhocopolg xal el Bavpastis ...
See H. GUMMERUS, Der Arztestand im rémischen Reiche nach den Inschriften,
Societas Scientiarum Fennica, Commentationes Humanarum Litterarum III 6
(Helsingfors 1932), 44-45 (no. 153).

S Inscr.Magnesia 113, 8-11; SIG® 807, 10-11. On xooutétne of #fog see
L. ROBERT, “dpyatbroyos”, in REG 49 (1936), 235-254, on 245. See also
M. KAPLAN, Greeks and the Imperial Court from Tiberius to Nero (New York
1990), 90-91; SEG XL 1670; XLII 1068; V. NUTTON, “Healers in the medical
market place: towards a social history of Graeco-Roman medicine”, in A. WEAR
(ed.), Medicine in Society: Historical Essays (Cambridge 1992), 15-58 (on 46).

7 Inscr.Perg. = Epigrammata Graeca ex lapidibus conlecta, ed. G. KAIBEL (Berlin
1878), no. 243, 20-28: yaipe, yovor Iavbeix, wap’ dvépog, dg werd wolpayv / onv
oAbov Davdrou mévbog dhaaTov Exw' [ od yap e Toin[v] &hoyov Zuyin i8ev "Hpn /
eldog xal oy NOE cao@poatvy. / ... 008E yuv) mep olioa éutic dmeheinen TéyVnG.
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So too on the island of Cos, perhaps in the early first century,
the public physician Isidorus, son of Nicarchus, is praised “on
account of his excellence with reference to his fechne and to the
rest of his life (Btoc)”®. While some Greek inscriptions of the
Roman empire, like many medical treatises, display admiration
only for a physician’s professional skill, i.e., without making any
reference to his or her character or moral qualities, and while
others praise a physician’s character without explicitly referring
to his professional competence, the dual evaluative emphasis
traced above, even if it deploys topoi well known from honorary
decrees and funerary inscriptions for non-physicians, too, is
sufficiently widespread to suggest that many Greeks of the
Roman period, including non-physicians, would have agreed
with Galen that moral virtue and medical competence should go
hand in hand. Galen, of course, sees himself as the instantiation
of such a union of high moral character and outstanding
professional skill, characterising himself, for example, as “ad-
mired both for the dignity of my life (Biog) and for my deeds
in accordance with the techne™. That this recurrent emphasis
on both professional expertise and moral character — expressed
through contrasts such as téyvy vs. #0og, émotiuy vs. Aog, Téxw
vs. xoopLéTng TV A0&Y, téyvn vs. Plog — might in part be a
response to the continuing distrust of physicians (a distrust
reflected in Roman literature of several genres from the time of
Cato the Elder to late antiquity)'® perhaps goes without saying,

8 Inscr. Cos 344, 8-14 (=SGDI 3698, 8-14):... éreipacav otepdve ypuoénl
Totdwpov Newdpyo[v] latpdv Sapooiebovra dpetdc Evexa téig wepl Tav Téyvay xol
Tov &Ahov adtol Blo[v]... This honorary decree is from the Coan deme Haleis.

? GAL. De praecognitione 3, 4 (XIV p.614 Kiihn = CMGV 8,1, p. 82, 24-25
Nutton): uol 8" dpyn @bbvov téte mp@Tov Eyéverto, Davpalopévey ént e Blov
oepvéTTL %ol Tolg xatd THY TéYvy Epyots. On cepvbtng see also V. NUTTON, ad
loc., and Inscr.Magnesia 113 (cf. n. 6 above). See also J. JOUANNA’s contribution
to this volume.

10" See, e.g., D. GOUREVITCH, Le triangle (n. 1 above), 347-414; H. vON
STADEN, “Liminal perils: early Roman receptions of Greek medicine”, in Tradition,
Transmission, Transformation, ed. by EJ. RAGEP, S.P. RAGEP, S. LIVESEY (Leiden
1996), 369-418; D.W. AMUNDSEN, “Images of physicians in classical times”, in
Journal of Popular Culture 11 (1977), 643-655; R.W. DaAvIEs, “Medicine in
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but this would not render the evidence cited above any less
informative from an axiological point of view.

Latin inscriptions and legal texts of the Empire confirm that
this dual emphasis — on character and on competence — was
widespread among Latin-speaking subjects of the Roman
empire too. | offer only a few examples. At the time of the
emperor Trajan, C. Calpurnius Asclepiades of Prusa met with
approval in the highest circles both for his professional expertise
and because of his moral character: studiorum et morum causa
probatus a wiris clarissimis’!. Marcus Cosinius Eutychianus and
Soteris likewise render tribute to their father for having been both
a medicus peritissimus and a homo benignissimus'?. Similarly, in
the second century Cominia Faustina of Mogontiacum praises
her young son Peregrinius Heliodorus, a medicus, not only for
his consummata peritia but also for his mira pietas'® and, in a
funerary inscription from Spain, Cassius Philippus honours his

Ancient Rome”, in History Today 21 (1971), 770-778; A. GERVAIS, “Que pen-
sait-on des médecins dans 'ancienne Rome?”, in Bulletin de [’Association Guil-
laume Budé, 4e série, 1964, 197-231; H.H. HuxLEY, “Greek doctor and Roman
patient”, in G & R S.S. 4 (1957), 132-138. Medicine is of course a target of
parody as early as Attic comedy; see Bernhard ZIMMERMANN, “Hippokratisches
in den Komédien des Aristophanes”, in Tratados Hipocrdticos : Actas del VIIF Collogue
International Hippocratigue (Madrid 1992), 513-525. Cf. also M.I. RODRIGUEZ
ALFAGEME, La medicina en la comedia dtica (Madrid 1981); L.E. Rossi, “Un
nuovo papiro epicarmeo e il tipo del medico in commedia”, in 4 & R 22 (1977),
81-84; P EHRHARDT, Satirische Epigramme auf Arzte. Eine medizinbistorische
Studie auf der Grundlage des XI. Buches der Anthologia Palatina (Diss. Erlangen
1974); K.B.C. RANKIN, The physician in ancient comedy (Diss. University of
North Carolina 1972); L. GIL and I.R. ALFAGEME, “La figura del médico en la
comedia Atica’, in Cuadernos de Filologia Cldsica 3 (1972), 35-91; A. SPALLICCI,
I medici e la medicina in Persio (Milano 1941).

' CIL XI 3943 = ILS 7789. This physician (A.D. 87-157) obtained Roman
citizenship for himself, his parents and his four brothers from Trajan. See
H. GUMMERUS, op.cit. (above n.5), no. 242.

12 P. CavUOTO, “Le epigrafi del teatro romano di Benevento”, in Rendiconti
Accad. Lincei 24 (1969), 87-99 (on 98) = Ann. Epigr. 1969-1970, no. 170 =
Robert J. ROWLAND, Jr., “Some new medici in the Roman Empire”, in Epi-
graphica 39 (1977), 174-179, no. 432 (p.178).

B CIL XIII 7094 = H. GUMMERUS, no. 368 = A. RIESE, Das Rheinische
Germanien in den antiken Inschriften (Leipzig/Berlin 1914), no. 2147.
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“incomparable wife” Iulia Saturnina both as a medica optima
and as a mulier sanctissima**.

Many of the terms of praise in Latin inscriptions honouring
physicians are, once again, topol that recur in inscriptions con-
cerning non-physicians; not only medici are praised, for example,
for having been a good father, husband, wife, son or brother, nor
are doctors the only ones commended for displaying goodwill
toward a city or thanked for having benefitted a community
through munificence. Topoi tend, however, to reflect not only
generic conventions but also popular values, and the value
terms repeatedly used to express moral and professional appro-
bation — as well as the rhetorical structures through which such
terms often become linked to one another (notably syntactic
parallelism, antithesis, and chiasm) — suggest that both character
and professional competence were often, though far from in-
variably, seen by Romans, including non-physicians, as closely
associated prerequisites for being a praiseworthy physician.

Latin legal texts also display this double emphasis. The third
book of the Opiniones often ascribed to one of Galen’s younger
contemporaries, the jurist Ulpian, for example, specifies that
both peritia artis and probitas morum be considered in the
selection of physicians: “The judgment on the physicians that
are to be included within a predetermined number is not to be
entrusted to the governor of a province but to the ordo and to
the landowners of each community, so that, being certain about
the uprightness of character and about the professional skill of the
physicians, they themselves may choose [doctors] to whom they
may entrust themselves and their children in physical illness!.
Many other Greek and Latin texts of the Roman empire

4 CIL 11492 = ILS 7802 = H. GUMMERUS, no. 323. The date of the inscription
is uncertain, but it probably belongs to the second century.

15 In Justinian’s DIG. 50, 9, 1 (p. 852 Mommsen = p.924 Watson): Ulpianus
libro tertio opinionum. Medicorum intra numerum praefinitum constituendorum
arbitrium non praesidi prouinciae commissum est, sed ordini et possessoribus
cuiusque ciuitatis, ut certi de probitate morum et peritia artis eligant ipsi, quibus se

liberosque suos in aegritudine corporum committant. On the authorship of the
Libri opinionum see T. HONORE, Ulpian (Oxford 1982), 120-128.
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confirm that character and competence often were linked as
twin factors in the evaluation of a physician — and not only by
those who, like Galen, brought philosophical perspectives to
bear upon medicine. Cato’s uir bonus, dicendi peritus, in other
words, has a medical counterpart, at least under the Roman
empire.

The apparent contrast between (a) this repeated emphasis, at
the time of the Roman empire, on professional competence as
well as personal character, and (b) the relative absence of dpety
and of the cardinal virtues from the ranks of the forces identified
as motivating physicians in Hippocratic treatises of the classical
epoch, has prompted some scholars to conclude that the personal
morality of the physician does not become a distinctly, con-
sistently raised issue until the Roman empire!®. According to this
view, Hippocratic medicine and its immediate successors have
much to say about the professional conduct of the physician,
about the importance of his professional reputation (36£«), and
about his responsibilities to his zechne (or to his patients or his
public), but little about the issue of personal moral character or
private conduct. Before asking whether the canonical version of
the Hippocratic Oath confirms this modern view, it might be
useful to examine whether the Hellenistic evidence supports
the conclusion that a new, distinctively Roman, ‘moralising
sensibility’ is brought to bear upon the relation of moral character
to professional competence in post-Hellenistic medicine.

16 E.g., Ludwig EDELSTEIN, “The professional ethics of the Greek physician”,
in BHM 19 (1956), 391-419, reprinted in Ancient Medicine: Selected papers of
Ludwig Edelstein, edited by O. and C.L. TEMKIN (Baltimore 1967), 319-348, on
323-324: “The early Hippocratic books are concerned exclusively with a body of
rules prescribing a certain behavior during the physician’s working hours, with
medical etiquette, one might say... Such injunctions... are dictated by the wish to
uphold certain standards of performance and serve to distinguish the expert from
the charlatan... Yet at no point does the Hippocratic physician aim farther... As
for the physician’s motives in practising medicine, he was engaged in it in order
to make a living”; D. GOUREVITCH, op.cit., 436: “Le monde grec considére
surtout le médecin es-qualité; le monde romain, hellénophone ou latinophone,
est trés sensible aussi & ses vertus privées”.
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11

The fragments of Hellenistic medical ‘schools’ offer scant
evidence concerning ethics and deontology. Extant reports about
the Empiricist school, for example, do not reveal whether —
and, if so, how — the Empiricists worked out the ethical con-
sequences of the epistemological foundations of their theory of
scientific method. Karl Deichgriber boldly tried to sketch “die
empirische Lebens- und Berufsauffassung”!’, but he could cite
no firm evidence other than (a) a second-century Roman Em-
piricist’s view that becoming wealthy is the main purpose of
practising medicine and (b) another Empiricist’s claim that
loquacity and vanity are to be avoided'®. And while members
of Herophilus’ school may have had more to say about profes-
sional deontology'?, the extant testimonia and fragments do not
reveal whether they had a strong interest in the relation of private
morality to professional conduct. A number of Hellenistic
inscriptions concerning physicians show little if any interest
in this relation. A characteristic honorary decree from the
third century before our era honours the Coan physician
Philistus, son of Nicarchus, for having “rendered services”
to very many citizens of lasos or Samos “in accordance with
the medical techne” (xaté iy latpuxiyv téyvny), for having
“saved patients attacked by dangerous diseases” (rodg ... 2u-
necbvrag [elc dppwotiog émixiv]dvous dtéowisey), and, in an-
other recurrent honorific formula, for having rendered this
professional aid both “with every ready willingness (ueté maomne
mpobupioc) and with an unstinting eagerness for distinction

17 K. DEICHGRABER (ed.), Die griechische Empirikerschule (Berlin/Ziirich *1965),
322-323.

8 Jbid,, fr. 293 (= GAL. De placitis Hp. et Plar. 9, 5, 4-6, CMG V 4, 1, 2,
p. 564,22-30 De Lacy), on Menodotus, and p. 82,21 ff. (= GAL. Subfiguratio
empirica): neque multiloquus neque longiloquus erit empericus... neque superbus
existens et uir non plasmatus et absque uana gloria. Cf. GAL. Quod optimus medicus
sit quoque philosophus 2 (1 p. 57 K. = Scripta minora 11 p. 4 Mueller).

P E.g, fr. 51 in H. VON STADEN (ed.), Herophilus. The art of medicine in
early Alexandria (Cambridge 1989, repr. 1994), 125-126 (but see also 478-479
on Callianax).
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(puroTplog 000y EMketmwv) 2. But about Philistus” private conduct
or moral character as manifested outside the professional sphere the
inscription reveals little (in this respect, as indicated above in Part
I, the inscription is no different from some Roman inscriptions).

At times, however, Hellenistic inscriptions harbour allusions
to, or expressions of, a larger moral vision of the values that
make a physician worthy of being honoured. A second-century
B.C. inscription from Aptera on the northwest coast of Crete,
honouring the Coan physician Callippus, son of Aristocritus,
not only uses formulaic expressions similar to those applied to
Philistus (“an unstinting eager willingness” and “saving many
citizens”) but also three further phrases of considerable signifi-
cance for present purposes®!. First, Callippus is praised for his

20 1. BENEDUM, “Griechische Arztinschriften aus Kos”, in ZPE 25 (1977),
265-276, no. 1, 11-25 (=SEG XXVII 510). Benedum assigns the decree to Iasos,
whereas L. ROBERT, “Décret pour un médecin de Cos”, in RPH 52 (1978), 242-
251, attributes it to Samos. See also J. et L. ROBERT, “Bull. épigr.”, in REG 71
(1958), no. 85 (p. 202), and 91 (1978), no. 357; S.M. SHERWIN-WHITE, Ancient
Cos (Gottingen 1978), 270; J. BENEDUM, “Inscriptions grecques de Cos relatives
a des médecins hippocratiques et Cos Astypalaia’, in M.D. GRMEK (ed.), Hippo-
cratica. Actes du Colloque hippocratique de Paris (Paris 1980), 35-43. The names
Philistos and Nicarchus are not uncommon on Cos; see PM. FRASER and
E. MATTHEWS (eds.), A lexicon of Greek personal names 1 (Oxford 1987), 330, 464.
A number of words and phrases in this inscription recur with some frequency in
decrees honouring physicians, as J. BENEDUM, in ZPE 25 (1977), 267-269,
points out; see also 7bid., p. 274, no. 4, 2-7 (=SEG XXVII 515), from the third
or second century B.C.: [... wer]& md[c]ag edraking [morroic] te é¢ dpwariag
émuay[80v]oug dumeabvtwv EBodbnoe xatd Tav Téyvay xahddc xal cuueepdvtwe
uetdk mdoug mpobuplag Hmaxobwy el Tav éxdatou cwtypiayv. Characterisation of a
physician in terms of techne (iatrike) is quite common; see, e.g., /G V 1, 1145,
22-24; IG X1 4, 633; 693; 775, 10; DGE (Schwyzer) 369; SIG? 620, 5-6; 620,
36;:943; 2;'943, 25; SGDI 3557, 5104:¢c25.

2L Inscr.Cret. 11 n° 3,3 (pp.16-17). See M.E. DETORAKIS, “METAKAHZH
KQQON T'TATPQN XTHN KPHTH TON 2° «i =.X.”, in KPHTIKA XPONIKA
30 (1990), 51-61, on this inscription and on two third-century B.C. (221-219),
Cretan honorary decrees for the Coan physician Hermias (see below, nn. 24-25).
Detorakis (p. 56) recognizes the similarity between xatd te top. Blov xal Tév
wéyvay and the central sentence of the Hippocratic Oath (see below, Part I1I). On the
diaspora of Coan physicians in the Hellenistic period — many were sent by Cos
to serve other cities — and on the relation of these activities to certain features
of the Hippocratic Oath see G. PUGLIESE CARRATELLI, “La norma etica degli
Asklepiadai di Cos”, in PP 46 (1991), 81-94 (87 on Callippus).
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conduct "both with reference tg his life and with reference tg
his technexaxa xs xop. Btov Xai xav xeyvav. | shall aitempt
below (Part I1l) to clarify in greater detail what ‘life’ means In
this recurrent coupling of bios and techne., but for now it should
be noted that the xs Xai construction gyggests that this is
not a case Of hendiadys but that the author wishes tg draw
attention, With equal emphasis, to the physician's conduct of
his life as well as his practice of his techne. Secondly, the
inscription ranks Callippus among "the good [virtuous] men”
(xtbp ayaOwp avSpap, in this Doric inscription) worthy Of being
honoured (xipwv). AyaOop is, Of course, the adjective that

corresponds t0 apex?) and, qualifying avSpap (rather than iaxpoup),
it suggest that the 'virtuousness' to which ayaooup here refers is
not confined to the technical excellence Of a physician but
includes the moral character of the whole pergon: an <xyaoop
aw)p (like Cato's Uir bonus) is not a mere technical expert22.
Third, this impression is reinforced by the decree's specification
that it is, in part at least, "because Of his arete and goodwill"
that Callippus is to be praised, crowned with a gold crown, and
given 300 staters23. Although the latter, too, is a recurrent

honorific topos, and although each of these expressions (xaxa xov
Rtov, avvjp ayaOop, and apsxocp svsxa Xai euvoiap) is, Of course,

22 see also the honorary decree Of lasos praising the Coan doctor Teleutias
for his kalokagathia-. SECXXVII 517 (lines 35, 38). Cf. /GXI 4, 775, 4-5 (<Hp
ayaOop, of a tarpon) and nn, 23-27 below.

2 ApE-rijp Ivsxa xai sivoiap (-yj- eic [or Ttpop] tyy tioXiv [or tov Srjpov]) is, Of
course, a very common formula of praise in honorary decrees; see, e.g., [(? /1 4,
127, c30; 212,32; 233, a7-8, b25-26; 309,3-5; 342,8-9; 343,9-10; 364, a5-6;
431,3-4; 448,13; 448,23; 456, b9-10; 466, b31; 467,25-26. So too IG XlI 5,
824, 27-28 (see note 26 below); SIG3 805,11; SEGXIV 131,3-4; XV 111,12;
XIX 72,4-5; XX| 310,32-33; 319,7-8; XXVII 511,11; 514,10-11; cf SEG XXVII
517,39,41. A fragmentary Hellenistic inscription from Cos, which appears t0
contain the introduction to a decree honouring a public physician of the late
third century before our era, likewise includes in its encomiastic repertory not
only that "he came to the aid of many attacked by dangerous diseases”, that "[he
acted] in accordance with his techne” and "with every Willing eagemess, answering
each call to rescue”, but also the award Of a gold wreath and of public praise
apexap Evexa Xai suvoiap; J. BENEDUM, in ZPE 25 (1977), 274 no. 4 SEG
XXVI| 515. See also nn. 20, 25.




































































































































