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The Time Until Ruin in Collective Risk Theory
By D. Siegmund

1. Introduction and Summary

Let (xi, wi), (a'2, »2),- •• be a sequence of independent identically distributed two-
dimensional random vectors with /< £(xi), Var(xi) < 00, i<i > 0, a

> 0, and /?'" Var(wi) < 00. Let s„ xi + + x„, l/„ «1 + +
v(t) max{n: [/„<?}, and t* r*(h) inf{t: s„^ >&}, where by conven-

tion inf0 + 00. The relation of r* to the time until ruin in collective risk

theory is discussed by von Bu/jr (1974), who studies the asymptotic distribution
of T*(fr) as h->oo. The purpose of this note is to reproduce von Ba/îr's result
(Theorem 2) by an alternative method which seems to be simpler and provide
additional insight, and to obtain some related results.

For the case ^ > 0, Section 2 gives the limiting joint distribution of — h

and t* properly normalized. In particular it is shown that these random variables

are asymptotically independent. In Section 3 this result is combined with the

well known Esscher transformation to give approximations to P{t* <fj in the

case < 0, under an additional assumption to the effect that the tail of the

distribution of x+ decreases exponentially fast. The asymptotic behavior of

£(t*|t* <oo) and Var(i* 11* <00) is also given. In Section 4 a similar result in
the case of two absorbing barriers is obtained and its interpretation in queuing
theory mentioned.
Let t t(h) inf{n: n>0,s„>b}, so that

i* s,. (1)

In order to understand the intuitive basis for the asymptotic independence of
t* and — h Sj —h in the case of /< > 0 and hence the method of proof
of Theorem 1 below, consider first the special case [/» s n, so that r* t.
Assume also that Xj is non-lattice and let M„ max s^. Then

1 < A: < n

P{T>n,.Sj(b)-h <x} P{M„ <b,.v_(ft)-h <x) (2)

P{s,(ö>-6 <x|M„ <b,s„=y] P {M„ <è,s,,</>'}

P{Sj(&-2,)-(b-y) <x} P {s„erfv|M„ <fc) P {Mm<h}.
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It is an easy consequence of the renewal theorem (see £e//er [1966], p. 354) that

lim F {s t(o-3/) — (b — y) < x} (£(sJh* ^{-V> s }dç, (3)
6 —y-»oo' J

(0..T)

where t+ inf{rc:s„>0}. Moreover, for large h and « n(b)->oo so that

P{M„<b} remains bounded away from 0 and 1, the conditional distribution
of given that A'f^ <c may be shown to concentrate on — oo,
for any /(b) -> oo more slowly than bL2. Hence approximately by (2) and (3)

for such sequences n n(b)

P{r(b)>n,s,(S)-b<x} â P{t(b)>n}(£s > ' P{s >ç}d£,

which is the desired result.
(0. .t)

2. Joint distribution of t* (b) and - b when

Theorem 1 in this section gives the joint asymptotic distribution of r*(b) (prop-
erly normalized) and s^&) —b as b ->oo in the case /< > 0. Details are given only
for xi non-lattice and p > 0. Necessary changes in the lattice case are easy, and
those for the case p 0 are indicated at the end of this section. Lemma 1 is a

standard result which forms the basis for the Doeblin-Anscombe central limit
theory for sums of a random number of random variables (cf. Fényi [1966],
p. 390).

Lemma L Let vq, y-2, • be independent random variables with £(va,-) 0,

£(j'I) 1 (/c 1, 2,...). Let m(t) be a positive integer valued random variable
such that for some constant c > 0

p lim m(r)/t c. (4)
f — oo

Then as f->oo, [«]»}-£ 0.

Lemma 2. Assume p 2:0 and let <f> denote the standard normal distribution func-
tion. Then

lim P{(s,,(«)+i-3rV)/f^*} <£(a-x/(£(axi-p«i)2)2).
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Proo/ It is well known (and follows easily from the relation C/(f > ^ t < t/, (O + l

and the strong law of large numbers) that

v (t )/t —> cr ^ a. s. (t —>00). (5)

With the notation v v+1

It is known from renewal theory (Te//er [1966], p. 356) that the third term on
the right hand side of (6) converges in distribution. Hence by (5) (6) and

Lemma 1,

—~ P

which together with the central limit theorem yields the lemma.

Lemma 5. Assume /< > 0. If h > b' and h — b'-+oo as f-»oo, then

pJmax st > b. min s„ < b'I-+0(t-»oo).
0 5S /c ^ v(î) M > V (f) J

Proo/ Pjmax s;t>b, min s„<b'l ^ Y pjr /c,v(r)^/c, min(s„—sHcb' —b
(0S+Sv(r) n>v(f) j j t n > Ac

OO

Z v(t)^k) P jmin(s„ — s*;)<b' —b i :£ P (min s„ <b' — b j-»0 as t-»oo.
j

1 n>A' j t nil J

3 j.
Theorem L Assume ^>0. Let £(a.\'i — /(«i/ and f a^-*b — yà/i ^2
Then uniformly for — oo<y<oo,Orgx^joo lim P(i*(b)>f, s^) — h < x}

b-*oo
T(>>) G(x), where G denotes the right side of (3).

Proo/.' It is easy to see that h a~Vt + >'<t a -+ o(f^). With the notation

M(f) max Sfc, v v+1 the probability appearing in Theorem 1 may be
0<A <!(()

re-written

P{M(r)<h,s,((,)-h<x}
00 /*

£ P{s^,-b<x,M(f)<b, l/„<t<[/„+i, s„+iG^}
71 0 ^

(—00,
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In-0
^{si((,-ç)-(fc-ç)<x}P{M(t)<fe, t/„ <t <l/„+i,s„+i£rfç}

o»,"ft+.r)

p {S,( - - è - ç < 'X}P {M f < fc, s f, „ e^} (7)

b+£)

fV* r(h- ;)- (fe - ç < * }(P {« vi/i^c} - P{M (t > h ,s ,G/lç})

(-oo,~b+:r)

3 J_

Let G > 0 and 6' or^t + (>' — à a ' f'~. Consider splitting the integral on
the right hand side of (7) according as — oo < ç < h' or h' < ç < b + x. Uni-
formly over the range — oo < ç < h', by the renewal theorem (cf. Feller [1966],

p. 354)

lim P{-sri/> — - (i> — C)<oc] G(x). (8)

By Lemma 3

P{M(t)>h,S;,(„rfç}-»0, (9)

< ft'

and by Lemma 2

P{M(0>Mr.„,edç}< P{s„„Gd<J}-»<P(y)- <P(y-).(10)
(b', b+:r) (b', b+z)

The theorem follows by letting first b -> oo, then G -> 0 in (7) and appealing to
Lemma 2, (8), (9), and (10).

Pemar/cs. (i) It seems more natural to integrate in (7) over the values of .s,,,,,
but the second equality in (7) cannot be justified if s„+i is replaced by s„.
(ii) In the case // 0 a consequence of Donsker's invariance principle (cf. ßl/-
/ingsley [1968], pp.68 and 146) is that for ç <y

limP{M(r)<y(a-if)is,,„<ç(a-if)^ 0(c) - <P(ç-2y),
f —>00

which with an argument similar to the above yields

lim P{T*(h)>ah-y,s-it)~^<*} G(x) (20(y -) — 1}.
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3. The case /; < 0.

Assume that/; < Oand, moreover, that i//0) £(exp(0xi) < ooforsomeö > 0.

By differentiation inside the expectation it is easy to see that i/P(0 + // < 0

and ;//" > 0, and hence there exists at most one value y necessarily positive,
such that i//(y) 1. Assume that such a y exists and that

£{("i+*i) exp(yxi)} < oo. (11)

Let P .denote that probability measure under which (xi,ui), (x2,«2), ••• are in-
dependent and identically distributed with

P,,{xir/x,U]Gdu} ev* P{xi6r/x,MiSc/u}. (12)

Let a... //.., oy, and à-, be defined with respect to P.. analogously to a, /(,

/;, c, and <r in Sections 1 and 2. These quantities are finite by (II) and (12).

From the convexity of i/; it follows that /;.. > 0, and hence Theorem 1 applies
to the sequence {(x=1,2,...} under the probability P For purposes of
studying the distribution under P of r* the relation between P and P.. is given by

Le/nwa 4. Let F„ B((x*:,uj;), 1 </c<n). Let Tbe an arbitrary stopping time
relative to F„ and / a non-negative random variable such that //{r=n} is

P„-measurable for all /r 1,2,... Then

/i(P /exp( —ysjir/P,. (13)

{7<oo} {T<oo}

For/'not necessarily non-negative, the existence of either integral in (13) implies
the existence of the other and the indicated equality.

Prop/.' If P<"> (P.,<*)) denotes the restriction of P(P.) to F„, then by (12) P<">

and Pare mutually absolutely continous with

rfP(")/dP,,(«) exp(— ys„). (14)

Obviously/'/= X/f ir=„)
1

and since the term of the indicated sum is -measurable, the lemma follows
easily from (14).
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3 1

Combining Lemma 4 with Theorem 1 gives

Theorem 2 fvo/i BahrJ. Let f x u -ht y oy/j.. - (P. Then as h —> oo

P{r*(b)<f} - Ce ' <2>(y),

where

C-. P{r+ oo} / 7/(-,£..(t

Proo/ By (1) putting/= and T t in (13) yields

(15)

P{T*(b)<t] e-<* e-v^ P{r* (h) < r, s - h c/x},

(0, oo)

and appealing to Theorem 1 yields (15) with

C. e v* P..(Sj >x)Tx/ E..(.sy

(0, »»J

By Wald's lemma £ ,s, /;., £., tx, and integration by parts together with
Lemma 4 gives

e-'A'P.,(Sj+>.x)t/.x y~i(l — £.£-''St + y
' P{t^ oo},

(0, od)

which completes the proof.

Bemar/c. According to results of Spitzer (cf. Fe//er [1966], Chapter 18) the con-

stant C., of Theorem 2 can be evaluated in terms of £ n-ip{s„ >0} and
oo 1

£n~ip,,{s„ <0}, although such an evaluation is suitable for numerical purposes
1

in relatively few cases.

Letting f -> oo in (13) and then applying (3) as h —> oo yields Cramér's classical

result

P{t*(h)<oo) ~ C,,e-y^ (h—>oo). (16)
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Hence Theorem 2 has the consequence that for large 6 conditional on t*(6)<oo
the random variable t*(6) has approximately a normal distribution with mean

a..and variance à A

Theorem 3. As 6 -> oo

J.

£(t*|t*<oo) a.. /i.r^b + o(62) (17)

and

Var(i* I t* <oo) ~ à .4 p r^b.

Proo/.' By (1) and Lemma 4

6Var(t*It*<oo) £{([/j — + — £(t*|t* <oo))2|t* <oo}

(6P{r* <oo}c'/fc)-i£,,{(t/j-a,,yU.rib)2exp(-y(Sy-b))} (18)

— {£(r* I t* < oo} — a,,yu,rib}2.

By (16) and (18) it suffices to prove (17) and

£>-'£.,{([/, — a p-, 'P)2exp(-y(,s',-6))} -> (19)

By Theorem 1, to prove (19), it suffices to prove the P., uniform integrability
of Obviously

b-i([/,-a^ -ift)2 < 26-i{(l/, -X,T)2 + a,(T-n,-ift)»}. (20)

It is well known (and follows from Theorem 1 with u 1) that under

Pj, 6"1(t — ^t36)2 converges in distribution to 0-2 ^ and also (t — /rAh)^
-> cj2 (cf. C/iow, Pobbins, and S/egmund [1971], p. 33). Hence ir*(T —

is P., uniformly integrable. Similarly, it follows easily from Lemma 1 that
6-i((7t —converges in distribution to /n] /??, And by Wald's lemma for
squared sums ir* £^(1/,. — x^ £r* /?2£^(r), and since 6-i£yT->/r-i (cf. C/jow,
Pobb/ns, Siegwund [1971], pp.23 and 29), it follows that fri(Lb — 0.^1)2 is P., uni-
formly integrable. Hence by (20), so is ir^([/^— which proves (19).

Since in particular the left hand side of (19) is finite, consideration of positive
and negative parts separately together with Lemma 4 and (1) gives
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6 2(£(t* 1T* <oo) —x./iPft)

(ftV/"P(t* < oo))-i£.,{( (7, - x./ç'ft) exp( - y(s, - ft))}. (21

From (19) follows the uniform integrability of

ft -(Ct — a ./( :'ft)exp (--/(.sy — ft)). Hence by (16) and Theorem 1 the right hand
side of (21) converges to 0, which completes the proof of the Theorem.

4. Remarks.

(i) With the same assumption as in Section 3 for «<0<ft define

T* inf{f: .s\,|,^(«,ft)}, T infjn: (a,ft)},

so that corresponding to (i) (77 T*. By writing

P{T*<t,Sf>ft} P{r*<f} - P{T*<t*<f}

P{t* < r} — P{r*<f I T*,Sjjrfp. (22)

{T*<f,s <a}1

7

3 J.

setting f x./rJft + v <7 ft' as in Theorem 2, and splitting the integral in
2

(22) according as T<F or f' < T< t, where t'—>oo but f' o(ft-) it is not difficult
to show that as ft->oo (a fixed)

P{T*<f,s'7>ft} - C,e- ''0(y)P.{min s„>«}. (23)
1 < N < 00

When |ci is large the last factor in (23) may be estimated using (16), although
now the roles of P and P,. have been interchanged. When « 0 a formula for
this probability has been obtained by Spitzer (cf. Fel/er [1966], Chapter 18).

The same argument with f 00 shows that

P{sr>ft} ~ Cv'T., [min s„>fl}' 1 < /I < 00
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and hence
3 1

lira T* <otyjuy'fe + r rà./t -.2 f>2| s-,•>*>} 4>(y).
/>-»oo

In the case (/„sn, so that 7 T*, with tt 0 this result has an interpréta-
tion in queuing theory to the effect that for large 6, conditional that during
a given busy period some customer must wait at least h, the number of the

first customer to wait this long is approximately normally distributed with
mean /rdi> and variance

(t| /rA/t.

(») At least in the case [/„ su it is possible to extend the range of validity of
Theorem 1 to include values y depending on h and tending slowly to -oo as

h->oo. The limit indicated in Theorem 1 should then be replaced by asymptotic
equality (i.e. the ratio of the two sides of the equality converges to 1). Similar
"large deviation probabilities" may be obtained in the context of Theorem 2.

It should be noted, however that this method seems to apply only to the upper
tail of the distribution of r.
(m) As explained by von ßa/tr (1974), r* is exactly the time until ruin for a risk

process in the case of positive gross premium intensity. For the case of negative

gross premium intensity one can approximate the distribution of the time until
ruin in terms of t* and r** inf{t: i >6}, which may also be studied by
the methods of this paper. For details the reader is referred to von ßn/trs work.
Acknowledgement. This paper was written with partial support from a Guggen-
heim Fellowship during the author's sabbatical at the University of Zürich.
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Zusammenfassung

Für einen Risikoprozess mit unabhängigen, identisch verteilten Schadenforderungen, die zu den

Zeitpunkten eines Erneuerungsprozesses erfolgen, wird ein neuer Beweis für von Bahrs Näherungs-
wert für die Verteilung der Ruinzeit gegeben. Einige verwandte Ergebnisse werden auch hergelei-
tet.

Résumé

Pour un processus de risque présentant des demandes d'indemnité indépendantes mais identique-
ment réparties et intervenant aux moments d'un processus de renouvellement, il a été ici apporté
une nouvelle preuve de la valeur approximative de von Bahr pour la répartition du temps jusqu'à
la ruine. Divers résultats apparentés ont été également déduits.

Riassunto

Per il caso di un processo stocastico con sinistri indipendenti, identicamente distribuiti, che avven-
gono nei momenti di un processo di rinnovo, si dà una nuova dimostrazione per l'approssima-
zione di von Bahr per la distribuzione del tempo fino al fallimento. Si derivano pure alcuni risul-
tati affini.

Summary

For a risk process with independent identically distributed claims occurring at the time points
of a renewal process, a new proof is given for von Bahr's approximation to the distribution of the
time until ruin. Some related results are also obtained.
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